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Severe cyclonic storm Remal makes
landfall; one lakh evacuated in Bengal

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

The severe cyclonic storm
Remal started its landfall
process between Sagar Is-
land in West Bengal and
Khepupara in Bangladesh
around 9.15 p.m. on Sun-
day, as it intensified and
moved northwards. By
11.30 p.m, the eye of the cy-
clone touched the land.

To preven loss of life,
the West Bengal adminis-
tration had evacuated peo-
ple from lowlying and
coastal areas of South 24
Parganas, North 24 Parga-
nas and Purba Medinipur
to storm shelters. By 3
p.m., over one lakh people
were shifted from coastal
and vulnerable areas.

The storm has resulted
in disruptions in air, rail,
and road transportation in

Kolkata and other parts of

south Bengal.
Eastern and Southeas:
torn  Railwave caneollod

The India Meteorological Department has issued a red alert cyclone
warning for the West Bengal coastline, DEBASISH BHADUR)

several trains for Sunday
and Monday. Ferry servic-
es in Kolkata and the Sun-
darbans had been sus-
pended. The Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose Internation-
al Airport suspended flight
operations for 21 hours
from Sunday noon, affect-
ing 394 flights in both in-
ternational and domestic
sectors, The Syama Prasad
Mookerjee Port in Kolkata
suspended cargo and con
tainer handline aneratione

for 12 hours from Sunday
evening.

Earlier, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi chaired a
meeting to review res-
ponse and preparedness
for the cyclonic storm.
Chief Minister Mamata Ba-
nerjee urged people to re-
main indoors.

Governor C.V. Ananda
Bose also called an emer-
gency meeting at the Raj
Bhavan to ascertain cy
clone nronarednece Knlka-

ta and adjoining areas re-
ceived heavy rainfall and
gusty winds. Gale winds
with speeds of 80 kmph to
100 kmph hit the coastal
areas of Digha; Haldia in
East Medinipur; and Sagar,
Fraserganj, Dhamakhali,
Kakdwip and other coastal
areas of South 24 Parganas.

Issuing a red alert cy-
clone warning for the State
coastline, the India Meteor-
ological Department said
Remal will have a maxi-
mum  sustained wind
speed of 110120 kmph,
gusting to 135 kmph.

A red alert for heavy (7-
11 ¢cm) to very heavy rain
(12-20 cm) was issued for a
few places over North 24
Parganas, South 24 Parga-
nas, East Midnapore, Kol-
kata, Howrah and Hooghly
districts.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10
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The severe cyclonic storm Remal started its landfall pro
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along the coast of Bangladesh and adjoining West Bengal
* The name Remal, meaning ‘sand’ in Arabic, was chosen
by Oman.
How the naming convention works

There are some basic guidelines that countries
needed to follow while sending in their proposals.
These include ensuring that the proposed name
is neutral to (a) politics and political figures (b)
religious believes, (c) cultures and (d) gender;
does not hurt the sentiments of any group of
population over the globe;

is not very rude and cruel in nature;

is short, easy to pronounce, and not offensive to any
PTC member;

is at most eight letters long;

is provided with its pronunciation and voice over;
and is not repeated (not before, not after).
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A door to a housing scheme, tribals find hard to open

with 75 ientified as Particukarly Vulnerable

Tritsal Grouips (PVTGS) across States
According to official data, they comprise sround
16 ke honsehvoldh. Thiese tribes resiclein
scattered, remate, and often inaceessble ares,
characterised |I:| thelr redlance on methods and
s for thir Trveeibooosd et preate the advent
of agriculure, bow literacy rates, economic
backwardnes

l i is home to numerous Advasi groups,

agnunt populations

Revognising their hackwardness, the
Gowvermiment of Indla announced |
Mantri PVTG Development Mision in 2003
improve the sock-economie conditions of
PTG, In line with this initiative, the Pradhan
Maniri fanjati Adivasi Nvava Maha Abbivan
(PMJANMAN) was launchied i Noveniber 2023,
with 3 buadget of 724,000 crore

Thie P JANMAN ek 1o provide essential
services to ['VT0s, which inchudes safe housing,
clean drinking water, and sanitation throgh I
etitical interventions. The PYTGS and frontline
offictals face challengis in wsing a mobile
applicition o register for the ‘Housing scheime’,
the biggest Direct Benefit Transfer (DET) scheme
iy e 1PN JANMAN whiieh s 1 reach 4.90 likh
PTG hotiseholdd by 2006. s objective i§ to
ertsure that every PTG household has aocess o
secure and habitable housing, sfepuarding them
from emvironmental challenges and providing
them with a sense of security, Households under
e seeme: are entitled to recene $2.39 likh each
i three instakmens,

The fallout of data mismatch
Data collection (registration) in DBTS I8 i key
factor that dictates the delivery of entithements to
liheenis, This I8 evident [ nstinces such i the
widespread wrongful deletions of Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantis
At (MGNRECA) workers and the susgpensgon of
Pradhan Maniri Kisan SAmman Nidbi (PM KISAN)
enitlements, often due to mismatches befween
thee details entered during registration and
Aadhanr records,

We recordid the regstration process and
intervieswed community members and frontline

Chukradhar
Buddha

i affiated
LibTech ind
centre based in
(ollaborate
Resagich and

15
Rahul Mukkera

i aMfiisteed 1
LibTech india’, a

Resgarch and

Desernination (CORD)

I st right, the
M JANMAN
will be: yet
anodher

<I|F|'|I rmmey o
(ransform the
Iives of ndias
Particularly
Vulerable
Tribal Cirotips

officials involved in implementing the scheme in
Anidhra Pradesh, Jharkhand, and Odisha, The
fur g o thiat PM JANMAN Housing
encounters inclusivity and accesshility
chilleriges for P'TGa ind fronthine officiils

Appust and confusion
The Government of Indi ha provided an
‘i’ mobile app t block panchayat-level
officials to register VTG households for the PM
JANMAN Huousing scheme, The app gathers
benefieliries it I three primary ares - i
revonds the geographical location of households,
noting their block, panchayat, and village; &
captures howsehold profiles, incorporating
sec-tadiing for planned consruction kcations,
and then collects bank account detalls for cash
rangders

Faving a jubscard is mandatory for P JANMAN
Housing registration. However, the widespread
deletion of over elght cron: MGNREGA workers in
e st e years = soime are from PYTGE - has
Jel o thoesir ity to resgister for the scheme:
Additionally, numerous beneficiaries have
reported cases of someone else registering with
thelr jabicands, further exaceating the (e

A motabie agpect of the mobile app provided
for registration \||'q|||'r populated list of
villages, However, we found discrepancies in the
number of villages populated in the app and
MGNREGA jobeards, leading w confision among
benefciaries and offcials. For instance, the app's
dropdown his 22 il b whlle thee MONRECA
Management Information System (IS) has 31
villages for “Vanjari’ Panchayat {n Alluri
Sitharama Raju (ASR) distriet in Andhra Pradesh

The app redquires the names of the Bmily
mernbers as [ Aadhaar but does not provide
puidance on what name should be provided in
the absence of Audhaar. Moreover, Uie ajp dois
ol capture any explicit information about
VTG, Including in the sockal category fiekd
which his a default ST [Schechuled Tribe)
option. This results in non-PYTGs registrations
well, Thise ineligilie registrations have prompled
locial officials asking PYTGS o submif certiication
from sarmomihes mukhives in some aregs, In

villages wheere PYTCs and mon-FVTGs coexist, we
have comé across nstances of non-FVTG
saarpanches mukdinyis acting againg the interests
of WTGs in providing certification. We also
discovered that the peo-lagging option & ciusing
chaos due to networl issues

'\||r' I||_||_I [NGImpEs ihe EIMTEraLr o chinse
from three options Conperative Rank;
Commeretal Bank, or Repional Rural Bank. Upon
silection, a dropdown list of banks
comesponding to the chsen category appears
Fist l'\.l"l||||' wlectiig ‘Commerclal Bk
presents over 300 options. Additionally, upon
chiosing 4 specific option, such a3 “State Bank of
India’, for registration in Andhra Pradesh, the
dropidowm sh e SO0 options for its
biraic s, This el TSI [IFOCEE introduces
unnecesary complesaty for both PYTGS and
affictals

Leaving out a key bank
Tiesrite the Government of Indes initiatve 1o
wstablish an India Post Payments Bank (PFE) 1o
improve banking services, especilly in anes with
limitedd banling infrastructure, the app does not
Ichuc the PP i thie Lt of banks, This
oifision i4 puzzing, gnce the Union
Civernment has Ir[:-r.llu“n L'lll;lllJ‘I1L\'. the mle
of PR in Facilitating financial inclusion

Sareamlining the reg | priocess, updsting
e molale app, and Ineo g the IPPB & an
ot are el steps 1o Rkt 1 greater
participation of PYTGs in the scheme, Proactive
measures to reinstate deleted jobcands and also
Community engagement initlatives such &
ivvolvirg gram sabhas, can improve the
eflectiveness of the scheme

st tmerous inftlatives almed ot
addressing their vulnerahilities, the narrative of
PVTG in Independint Indta persistently echoes
thewiords of Adivas! rights activist B, Sharm,
whe described the plight of Adbasts 2 an
“unhroken history of beoken promises”, If et
right, the Pl |ANMLAN presents yet anoither
apartunity o |ransborm the lves of PYTGs,
allit  small step, in entabling them o access the
benetiis from Inda's growth siory

-
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Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan (PM-
JANMAN) was launched in November 2023, with a budget
of 24,000 crore.The PM JANMAN seeks to provide essential
services to PVTGs, which includes safe housing, clean
drinking water, and sanitation through 11 critical
interventions. The PVTGs and frontline officials face
challenges in using a mobile application to register for the
‘Housing scheme’, the biggest Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
scheme in the PM JANMAN which aims to reach 4.90 lakh
PVTG households by 2026.

Do you Know?

India is home to numerous Adivasi groups, with 75
identified as Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)
across States. According to official data, they comprise
around 14.6 lakh households. These tribes reside in
scattered, remote, and often inaccessible areas,
characterised by their reliance on methods and tools for
their livelihood that predate the advent of agriculture, low
literacy rates, economic backwardness, and stagnant
populations
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Arrest warrants are being sought for the leaders of
Hamas and Israel for alleged war crimes and crimes
against humanity linked to the war in Gaza,

The ICC was established by the Rome Statute, a treaty
negotiated more than 20 years ago, to ensure legal
redress for grave international crimes, including
genocide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity. The
ICC builds on the legal legacies and jurisprudence of
international courts before it, including the ad hoc
United Nations tribunals for Rwanda and the former
Yugoslavia, in order to address individual criminal
responsibility. It is not a determination of culpability of a
nation or group, but rather of individuals.

The International Criminal Court (ICC) investigates and,
where warranted, tries individuals charged with the
gravest crimes of concern to the international
community: genocide, war crimes, crimes against
humanity and the crime of aggression.
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An overview of Europe’s Al conventio

What is the scope of the Framework Comvention on Artificial Intelligence and Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law? Whet & the difference between a
frameswork convention and a protocol? How does the comvention address national security concems?

EXMLAINER Does it adkress nathonal security? THE GIST
The cxempeions i Articles 3.2, 33, andd
14 are broad and pertain o the
Krishna Ravi Seinlyas procection of nagional security mieresss, v
resentch, development snd test
The story so fan matiocsl defence, repectively, As a resuk

mistary apphcations of Al are oot covered
by the AT corvention. Whike this ls 2
noem, 'S 3 pragniatic nne
he lack of consensus on regulsting
such appleasions. In fact, the exempions
in Articles 3.2 and 3.3 - while beoad
oot completely ke out the

he glotal povertiance of
Artificlal itelgence (AD Is
becaming mare £ even
a countries try o}

within thelr borders in various ways,
ramging from acts of kew 10 execulive
orders. Mary experts have artioalaed &
obal treaty 10 this effect, but thy
obstacles in its path are dasceing.

il

convenrion s applcabdity viavis A Tranework conmaion' ka
matioonl secunity and testing, respectively.  gally blading beaty that
Finaly, the ‘Generad Obligations™ in the  wecifes the Sroader

canvention pertain to 'vm osection of ommb
g

W h.n Is K umpr s Al conventhon?

mechy

!n‘vv mation and deep fakes haven't
beeen addressed specifically, parties to the
camention are expocted to take steps
against they under Art
comwntion Indicates (n Artice
parties can g beyond the commitments

and obligations specified

0 result In a ghobal treaty, There
ks akso no cagoing negatiation for an Al

Agiinst this b kgroun,
Europe (00F) took a by

riemstiondl s0d netcnal liw

Why do we need the Al convention?
! The Al convertion doesan T crete bew
l‘v b } is an intergovernmental andor substantive hussan rights specific
organisetion formed in 1949, with prrotocol under it that deals with living provisions of tis Coevention aim to 10 AL Tnstead, it asserts et existing
6 emmbers Ihv.wmnr e modifed o vty hat activiies within the Thecyde — Baman and fuedamental rights tht are
The framewx L.un wthon ch ks {I)ﬂ....L(Iﬂl\uk.‘lnu nml are fully procected by imernasional and natoeal

) i » ’ i ll need 10 stisy protected during
lication of AT systems as well, The
obligations are primanky directed sowands

s e primciples and
wertion will be L ch the cbpectives are o
opened & m._.:l are on September &, be ml el I the comention

! governments, which are expected 10
bave the discretian o deckde the ways i | th Becyche of artstela Intelligencs Install efective remedies (Artiche M) and
What is a framework coavention? which to achieve the objectives, systemss that have the potential to procedaral safeguards | \.m h Ll Inall,
A Trimewnek convention” s a b n), depending on thelr capacities anid ¢ wl | Y the come 1|nnl|L/- Y

,vr rites. The \Imu\vnn n-mJu

ysteny (nmu.mn.',‘u and
here arv bowid 1o be

intelligence &
aurhorities or pe

nges 1o implementing i,
¢ BCYNS ACTINg 00 particalarly o1 4 tene when Al regulation

Al ovettanc H!Ilrl S, s well, which

thedr bedsalf Party shall address reginees are yes 10 be fully established and
undier the rumml matters becase the counery ks currently a | riks and impocts ansing from activieks technology continues to outpace pelicy
called protocols, For exa uln the hothed of Al innovation within the Mecycke of artificial inteljence Krishua Ravi Srimivas & Adforct
Coenwntion an Biologicad Diversity & Systems by privase actors, . In 2 manner Professor of Law, NALSAR Uniwrsiny of
Iy coennition whebe the What is the scope of the convention? | con the atvectand parpose — Law, Hyderabad, anid Asseciate Faoulry
M vitarid curs B leais e o (YT of tha i onnas s "Tha wl il [ [ ALY Mo
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Council of Europe (COE) took a big step by adopting the
Framework Convention on Artificial Intelligence and
Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law, also
known as the ‘Al convention’, on May 17. The COE is an
intergovernmental organisation formed in 1949, with
currently 46 members. The agreement is a
comprehensive convention covering Al governance and
links to human rights, democracy, and the responsible
use of Al.

The framework convention will be opened for signature
on September 5.

framework convention’ is a legally binding treaty that
specifies the broader commitments and objectives under
the convention, and sets mechanisms to achieve them.
The task of setting specific targets is left to subsequent
agreements. Those agreements that are negotiated
under the framework convention will be called protocols.
For example, the Convention on Biological Diversity is a
framework convention while the Cartagena Protocol on
Biosafety is a protocol under it that deals with living
modified organisms
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India records trade deficit with 9 of
top 10 trading partners in 2023-24

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India has recorded a trade
deficit, the difference bet-
ween imports and exports,
with nine of its top 10 trad-
ing partners, including
China, Russia, Singapore,
and Korea, in 2023-24, ac-
cording to official data.

The data also showed
that the deficit with China,
Russia, Korea, and Hong
Kong increased in the last
fiscal compared to 2022
23, while the trade gap
with the UAE, Saudi Ara-
hia, Russia, Indonesia, and
Iraq narrowed.

The trade deficit with
China rose to $85 billion,
Russia to $57.2 billion, Ko-
rea to $14.71 billion and
Hong Kong to $12.2 billion
in 2023-24 against $83.2
billion, $43 billion, $14.57
billion and $8.38 billion,
respectively, in 202223,

China has emerged as
India’s largest trading
partner with $118.4 billion
of two-way commerce in

One-way street

The table shows India’s trade
deficit/surplus in the financial year
202324, viith the country’s top 10
trading partners, Except the US,,

India has a trade deficit with all
other partners

202324, edging past the
us.
The bilateral trade bet-

ween India and the US.
stood at $118.28 billion in
2023-24. Washington was
the top trading partner of
New Delhi during 2021-22
and 202223, India has a
free trade agreement with
four of its top trading
partners - Singapore, the
UAE, Korea and Indonesia
(as part of the Asian bloc).
India has a trade surplus of

$36.74 billion with the U.S.
in 202324, America is one
of the few countries with
which India has a trade
surplus. The surplus is also
there with the UK., Belgi-
um, Italy, France and Ban-
gladesh, India’s total trade
deficit in the last fiscal nar-
rowed to $238.3 billion as
against $264.9 billion in
the previous fiscal,
According to trade ex-
perts, a deficit is not always
bad, if a country is import-

Saudi Arabia -20,204
Indonesia 17422

South Korea -14.719

UAE 12,393
Hong Keng -12,206
us | mwm

ing raw materials. Howev
er, it puts pressure on the
domestic currency.

“A rising trade deficit
can cause the country’s
currency to depreciate be-
cause more foreign curren-
¢y is needed for imports,
This depreciation makes
imports more expensive,
worsening the deficit,”
Economic think tank Glo-
bal Trade Research Initia-
tive Founder Ajay Srivasta-
va said.
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India has recorded a trade deficit, the difference
between imports and exports, with nine of its top 10
trading partners, including China, Russia, Singapore, and
Korea, in 2023-24, according to official data

The data also showed that the deficit with China, Russia,
Korea, and Hong Kong increased in the last fiscal
compared to 2022-23, while the trade gap with the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Russia, Indonesia, and Iraq narrowed.
China has emerged as India’s largest trading partner with
$118.4 billion of two-way commerce in 2023-24, edging
past the U.S.
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Astronomical transients: burning
bright in the blink of an eye

Vasudevan Mulunih

In astronomy, a ‘transient’ is any
celestial object whose brightness
changes in short spans of time. There
are many kinds of astronomical
transients, all af them united by
phenomena that are vielent in seme
measure. Astronamers study transients
to understand where their vialence
comes from and what that can tell us
about non-transient events.

On May 21, in fact, the Indian-American
astronomer Shrinivas Kulkarni was
awarded the Shaw Prize for Astronomy
in 2034 for his work an the physics of
astronomical transients.

One of the most well-known such
transients is supermovae — when the
auter layers of large stars Dlow up
while their cores implede because the
stars have run out of elements to fuse
Many a supernova has been known to
become so bright that it emits light
mare intensely than the stars in the
rest of its host galaxy combined.
Anctiver famous transient is the active
galactic nucleus [AGM]. The cantres of
massive galaxies host supermassive
black holes. Sometimeas, these black
holes actively feast an matter in their
orbit, Interactions between the black
hioles and the matter in this process
cause the latter to acquire energy and
glowe with a changing brightness,

In 2007, astronomers discovered a
myyEtenows new transient called a fast

Mement of shine: The 2

errnath of Superroui
194 18, Supernavae are one of the most

well-knman astranamical transients. &F

hundreds of FRBs even though they're
hard to spot: they can emit more than
10-times as much energy as the Sun in
a few milliseconds. We don’t know
wihat causes them.

3y

Faor feedback and suggestions
far “sricnee’, please wrise ta
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject “Daiky page’

-
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In astronomy, a ‘transient’ is any celestial object whose
brightness changes in short spans of time. There are
many kinds of astronomical transients, all of them united
by phenomena that are violent in some measure.
Astronomers study transients to understand where their
violence comes from and what that can tell us about
non-transient events.

On May 21, in fact, the Indian-American astronomer
Shrinivas Kulkarni was awarded the Shaw Prize for
Astronomy in 2024 for his work on the physics of
astronomical transients.

One of the most well-known such transients is
supernovae — when the outer layers of large stars blow
up while their cores implode because the stars have run
out of elements to fuse. Many a supernova has been
known to become so bright that it emits light more
intensely than the stars in the rest of its host galaxy
combined
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LVM3 commercialisation is
a big step forward, at right

time for India,

ANONNADUTT
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

ISRO'S RECENT inwitation to pri-
vate firms to build India’s heawi-
est rocket is a long-awaited step
to ensure greater participation
of the private sectorin the coun-
try’s space programme. And it
will help India emerge stronger
in the intermational space mar-
ket amad a rapudiy-increasing de-
mand for satellite launches, ac-
cording to experts The Indian
Express spoke to.

Earlier this month, ISRO’s
commercial arm, New Space
India Limited (NSIL), invited ap-
plications from private firms for
"end-to-end” manufacturing of
Launch Vehicle Mark-1ll or [VM3,
the rocket that was used in the
Chandrayaan-2 and Chandr-
ayaan-3 lunar missions.

Previously called GSLV-MUIL
the LVM3 is ISRO's most power-
ful rocket so far. It can camryup to
4-tonne satellites into the geo-
stationary orbit and up to 8-
tonne satellites into the lower
earth orbits.

According to the offer, ISRO's
plan is to have a 14-year collab-
oration with the selected private
entity. The first two years would
be the “develooment nhase” for

¢
~
-

VM3 isISRO’s most powerful
rocket sofar. e

next 12 years, it isenvisaged that
the private partner would be
able to build four to six LMV3
rockets each year.

“With the commeraalisation
of LVM3, Indian companies will
now have awider array of launch

vehicles to offer in the global
market. It will increase the coun-
try's share in the global market,”
Lieutenant General Anil Kumar
Bhatt (retd), director general,
Indian Space Association, told
The Indian Express.

And, Lt Gen Bhatt added, it
will allow ISRO to focus on the
NGLV (Next Generation Launch
Vehicle), a much bigger launch
vehicle beine develooed as part

qay experts

to the Moon.

Akshat Johri, assistant gen-
eral manager of IIFCL, a govern-
ment-owned project dL\':SOI}’
company which has assisted
NSIL in finalising the commer-
cialisation procedures, said the
decision to allow private manu-
facturing of LVM3 has come ata
"very opportune moment”.

“As of now, Falcon 9 of SpaceX
is the only significant launch ve-
hicle taking heavy payloads to
space. Chinese launch vehicles
are busy with their country’s
own missions and Russian vehi-
dles like Soyuz are not being used
by many due to war-related sanc-
tions. The Anane Group (of
Europe) is still testing its new
Ariane 6 rocket, after having re-
tired Anane 5 inJuly last year, and
JAXA of Japan has just finished
testing its H3 rocket.

“This is a very opportune mo-
ment for Indiatog ome space
for VM3, There is agrowing mar-
ket for satellites in the lower earth
orbits as well," he sad.

Besides the LMV3, ISRO has
also given private players a
chance to make the recently de-
veloped Small Satellite Launch
Vehicle (SSLV) and its main
workhorse, PSLV. The first pri-
vately manufactured PSLV is
likelv to take flieht in Aueust this

-
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. New Space India Limited (NSIL), invited applications
from private firms for “end-to-end” manufacturing of
Launch Vehicle Mark-Ill or LVM3, the rocket that was
used in the Chandrayaan-2 and Chandrayaan-3 lunar
missions.

Previously called GSLV-MKklIII, the LVM3 is ISRO’s most
powerful rocket so far. It can carry up to 4-tonne
satellites into the geostationary orbit and up to 8-tonne
satellites into the lower earth orbits.

ISRO’s plan is to have a 14-year collaboration with the
selected private entity.

LVM3 will be capable of placing the 4 tonne class
satellites of the GSAT series into Geosynchronous
Transfer Orbits

LVM3 is the new heavy lift launch vehicle of ISRO for
achieving a 4000 kg spacecraft launching capability to
GTO (Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit) in a cost effective
manner. LVM3 is a three stage launch vehicle
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Overapping teritorialclims, Cold War, what ledtothe Antarctic Treaty

ALINDCHAUHAN
NEWDELHLMAYZ6

MINISTER OF Earth Sicences Kiren Rijiu,

By the 19505 Argentina, Australia, Chle,
France, e aland,Nerway ancthe K had
made formal territorial dlaims over
Aniarctica Some af these claims were over-

lapping and ledtoconfict TS hellSR,

on May 21, inaugurated the d6th ediion  Bekgumapan,and Souch Afficaexplredthe

of the Antarctic Treaty Consultative
Meeting in Kachi, Keral.
Themeeting schieduled o gon
il May 3 being ateniced by all
36 membier staes ofthe Antarctic
Treaty, which provides the frame-
work for peaceful comdstence and
sientificcooperation inAntarctica.

Tussle over territory

Partsof mainland Antarcica were first
spotted by Britsh, American, and ussian
shipsinthe 1820s Butitwiastherace treach
the South Pole — between Captain Aobert
Scott from the United Kingdom and Aald
Amumdsen Fom Norway, which Amundsen
wionon December 15, 1911 — that piguedthe
word sinterest in the continent.

EXPLAINED s

continent but made no emioril dams,
“Only five claimants Ausralia, France,

New Zealand, Norway,
the  United
fingdom) - mutually
ecognised each other's
dlaims OFpartcularcon-
e fwere|the cims of
Argenting, Chile, and the United Kingdom,
schalar K M Shusterich wrote in The
Antorcic Treaty System: History, Substonce,
nd Speculation| 1984)

Between 1547 and 1955, Argentina and
Chile twice rejected the Britsh progosal to
g0 to the Intemational Court ofjustice to
sortout their overapping daims, insisting
thattheirsavereiznity was inquestionable.

Several unsuccessful attemts were
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Countries have made teritorial
clims over Antarctica that overlap
attimes. The dots mark locations
of ndia'sresearch stations. I Gt

Mmae o anact an intemmational agpeement
overthecontrolof Antarctca In 19% India
requested the UN minclude “the question
of ntarctca” on the provisional agenda of
the General Assembly. But opposition from
Argeniina and Chile, and scant suppat from
the U and USSR dloomed the efor.

Treaty amidst Cold War

Amajar breakthrough came during the
1857-1058 Internationa] Ceophysical Year
(1GY), where 12 nations - Argentina,
Australia, Chile, France, New Zealand,
Narway,the UK, the L5, the LISSR, Belgium,
Jamen,and South Alrica - agreed tonat et
ther differences hinder scentifc research
InAntarctica,and allowed countriesto place
sientific staions amywhere on the conti-
nent regandless of eitorial claims.

The 3 was an intemational endeavour
tofurther scientific collzboration amang
couniries nobwithstanding heir policical e-
otionsduring the ColdWar Boththe S and
USSR had not asserted termitorial caims in

Antarcic,"DonaldR Rathwel, Professorol
Imernatianal Lawat the Australian Natianal
Univesity, ok The i Eegresinan emal.
They wianied i ensurethat their rvlry i
ot pill over i the continent, he said.
(nMay?, 1958 the US it IGY partc-
ants o Wshington to negutiate 3 treaty
designed mpresenve the confinent as ani-
temational laboratory forscientific esearch
an ensurethat it be used only for peaceful
purpases;” Shusterich wrote.The Washing-
ton Conference went on from Cxtober 15t0
Decernbert, 1959 and culminated with he
signingafthe Antarctc Treatybyall L1 mem-
berstcame nto force in 1961,
Itcontains 4 articesand fozeallerrit-
Tialdisputes i Ankarcic. |t arved couniries:
from malng neww temitoria clims, banned
milaration anduclear testingin the con-
tinent, and promted scentiic research.
Today, 56 countries area part of the
Antasetic Treaty — 29 of which (including
the 12original signatorizsare Consultatve
Partes, partofthe derision maling process.

India joined the treaty in 1983, and is a
(onsultativeParty.

Asuccess story

Accordingto Shusterich, 'the treaty has
been abl to survive aver the years as it
strikes a fine balance between specificty
andvagueness. |t promotes compromise
rather than conflc... nsils  ense ofe-
chushityfor the consultative partes, et in-
vitesall ations o join,” hewrote.

Another reason orits success s that the
treaty has bean able to evalve fo address
new challenges Rothwiel said several ad-
ditonal conventians and céher legal protc-
colshavedealtwith sues ke marine con-
servation, prohikition on mining, and
protection of Antarctica s environment.

Butthe teaty faces abumpyroad ahead.
With Antarcticawimessing record-breaking
high temperatures and kovice coverage, ci-
matechingeisthe biggest chillengin ot
oft A spie i touricm-related activites in
aned aroundthe condinent s lsoa conce,

The 46th edition of the Antarctic Treaty Consultative
Meeting, also known as the Antarctic Parliament, kicked
off on Monday (May 20) in Kochi, Kerala. It is scheduled
to go on till May 30 and will see a wide range of
Antarctica-related discussions, especially the rise of
tourism in the continent, and its implications.

The Antarctic Treaty was signed in Washington on 1
December 1959 by the twelve countries whose scientists
had been active in and around Antarctica.

The Antarctic Treaty was signed in Washington on 1
December 1959 by the twelve countries whose scientists
had been active in and around Antarctica during the
International Geophysical Year (IGY) of 1957-58. It
entered into force in 1961 and has since been acceded to
by many other nations. The total number of Parties to
the Treaty is now 57.



