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SC limits ED’s power to
arrest PMLA accused

Bench upholds right to personal liberty, says those summoned by special courts need not seek
bail under PMLAS draconian norms; ED can arrest such accused only with the consent of courts

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
I on Thursday gave a
fillip to the right to

personal liberty by holding
that a person summoned
by a designated special
court under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA}, is presumed to be
not in custody and need
nat apply for bail under
the draconian conditions
posed by the anti-money
laundering law.

“If the accused appears
before the special court
pursuant to a summaons, it
cannot be treated that he is
in custody. Therefore, it is
not necessary for the ac-
cused to apply for bail," a
Bench of Justices A.5. Oka
and Ujjal Bhuyan held in a
judzment.

The judgment limits the

Easing conditions

Thee major takeaways from the Supreme Court verdict on the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act are:

® An acoused is presumed to be not
In custody If he appears in court on
SUMMONS

4 = The court can diract the accused to
furnish bonds in terms of Section 84

. B of the Code of Criminal Procedure

pawer of arrest by the Di-
rectorate of Enforcement
(ED) after a special court
takes cognisance of a case.

The Bench said the ED
would have to separately
apply tor the custody of a
person once he or she ap-
pears in court. The Central
agency would have to show
specific grounds that ne-
cessitated custodial inter-
rogation, said Justice Oka,

w The ED has to apply to a special
court for custedy, giving specific
reasons

who wrote the judgment.
However, the  special
court can direct the ac-
cused to furnish bonds in
terms of Section 88 of the
Code of Criminal Proce-
dure. “A bond... is only an
undertaking. An order ac-
cepting bond under Sec-
fion 88 does not amount to
grant of bail and hence the
twin conditions of Section
45 of the PMLA are not ap-

plicable t it,” Justice Oka
clarified.

The judgment was
based on an appeal filed by
Tarsem Lal against the ED
challenging a Punjab and
Haryana High Court deny-
ing him anticipatory bail.

The twin conditions of
bail under Section 45 of
the PMLA pose stringent
thresholds for an accused,
For one, the person has to
prove in court that he or
she is prima facie innocent
of the offence. Secondly,
the aceused should be able
to convince the judge he
would not commit any of-
fence while on bail. The
burden of proof is entirely
on the incarcerated ac-
cused, who would be often
handicapped to fght the
might of the state.

CONTINUED ON
@ PAGE 12

-
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the Supreme Court of India that the Enforcement
Directorate cannot arrest an accused under Section 19 of
the PMLA after the Special Court has taken cognizance of
the complaint.

After cognisance is taken of the offence, the ED and its
officers are powerless to exercise powers under Section
19 of the Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA),
to arrest the person shown as accused in the complaint,
if the ED wants custody of an accused, then it would
have to apply to the special court.

The bench further stated that if the ED wants to conduct
an additional investigation concerning the same offence,
it may arrest a person not shown as an accused in the
complaint already filed, provided the requirements of
Section 19 are fulfilled.
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Can parties be de-recognised
or de-registered?

Dogs the Election Commission have the power to de-recognise  poliical party for violation f the MCC?

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
e Election Commission of
Tindia (ECL) in its reporton
enforcement of Model Code of
Conduct (MOC) has stated that
it expects star campaigners to lead by
example and not vitiate the fabric of
society. This has raised a debate about
BCI powers to rein in MCC violations,

What are registered partics?

Section 294 of the Representation of the
Peaple Act, 1951 (RP Act) lays duwn the
requirements for registration of a political
party with the ECL Any political party
tha seeks registration should submit a
copy of its memorandumjconstitution
Such document should declare that the
party shall bear true faith and allegiance
ti the Constitution of India. It should also
bear allegiance to the principles of
soctalism, secularism and demoeracy, and
uphold the soversignty, unity and
integrity of India, Registered poliical

parties enjay the following legal benefits -
{a) tax exemption for donations received
under Section 134 of the [ncome Tax Act,
1961, (B) comman symbol far contesting
general elections to the Lok Sabha/State
Assemblies, and (c) twenty ‘star
campaigners' during election campaign.
As per the ECL, there are 2,790 active
registered political parties in India,

What are recognised parties?

A registered party is referred to s a
Registered Unrecognised Political Party
(RUPP). Political parties are recopnised as
A ‘national’or ‘State’ party under the
provisions of The Election Symbols
(Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968
{Symbols Order) by the ECL The eriteria
for recognition at the 'national’ or ‘State’
level consists of winning requisite numher
of seats and/or obtaining required
percentage of votes in 4 general election
10 Lok Sabha or State Assembly, At
present, there are six ‘national’ parties,
and sixty-une ‘State” parties that have
been recognised, These recogtised

iarties enjoy additional concessions of
having a reserved symbol during elections
annd forty ‘star campaigners',

Whataare the issues?

It has been noticed that less than a third
of RUPPs contest elections. The RP Act
does not confer explicit powers on the
B i de-vegister any political party ifit
fil o contest elections, conduct
inner-party elections or lodge requisite
refums, The Supreme Courtin Indian
National Congress versus Institute of Social
Welfare & Ors (2002) had held that the ECI
dloes ot have power to de-register any
political party under the RP Act It may
de-register only under exceptianal
circumstances like registration being
obtained by fraud or the political party
ceasing to have allegiance fo the
Constitution or f it s declared unlawful
by the Government. The RUPPs that don't
contest elections raise concerns over the
possible misuse of income tax exemption
ani donations collzcted being used for
toney laundering,

The MCC prohibits using caste and
communal feelings to secure votes, and
hl lhll]g of intimic allﬂlhl| VOlers,
Recognised political parties are guilty of
violating the MCC on various occasions,
However, it has been observed that the
ECl on such occasions at best bars leaders
from eampaigning for a short period of
two to three days.

What needs to be done?

The ECEi its memorandum for electoral
reforms (2016) has suggested amendment
{othe aw that would empower the ECIto
deregister a party. The Law Commission
in s 235th report (2015) on ‘Flectoral
teforms'has also reconumended
amendments for de-regisiration ofa
political party i it fails to contest elections
for 10 consecutive years, These
recommendations should be
inplemented, Under Paragraph 164 of
the Symbols order, the HCI has the power
fostuspend or withdraw recognition of a
recognised political party for ts failure to
ohserve MCC or fllow lawful directions
ofthe Commission. It has probably been
used only once for three weeks in 2015
when the recognition of National Peaple's
Farty was suspended for fahure to follow
the directions of the ECL Stict action
under this provision would have a
salutary effect in ensuring adherence to
the MCC.

Rangarajan R 15 a former [AS officer and
author of Polity Simplifed. He trains
cwvilservice aspirants at Offcers IAS
Academy, Views expressed are persond.

THE GIST
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Section 234 of the
Representation of the People
fct, 1951 (RP Act)lays down
the requirements for
regitration of a political party
with the ECL

The Supreme Court n ndian
National Cangress versus
Institute of Sociol Welfore &
(s (2007) had held that the
ECldoes nat have pawer to
de-eglster any politcal party
under the RP Act.

¥

The EClin its memarandum fa
tlectoral reforms (2016) has
suggested amendment to the
(3w that would mpower the
ECIto deregieter a party.

-
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Section 29A of the Representation of the People Act,
1951 (RP Act) lays down the requirements for
registration of a political party with the ECI.

Any political party that seeks registration should submit a
copy of its memorandum/constitution. Such document
should declare that the party shall bear true faith and
allegiance to the Constitution of India.

Registered political parties enjoy the following legal
benefits — (a) tax exemption for donations received
under Section 13A of the Income Tax Act, 1961, (b)
common symbol for contesting general elections to the
Lok Sabha/State Assemblies, and (c) twenty ‘star
campaigners’ during election campaign.

The RP Act does not confer explicit powers on the ECI to
de-register any political party if it fails to contest
elections, conduct inner-party elections or lodge
requisite returns. The Supreme Court in Indian National
Congress versus Institute of Social Welfare & Ors (2002)
had held that the ECI does not have power to de-register
any political party under the RP Act.
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State cannot acquire property
S

without proper procedur

Law offhe land

The SC says there are seven procedural rights
of citizens which constitute the 'real content of
the right to property under Article 300X’

.J.. The tht to notice or the duty of the state

to inform a person that itintends to acquire his
or her property

2,The right of the citizen to be heard or the duty of
the state to hear the objections to the acquisition

3, The right of the citlzen to a reasoned decision
or the duty of the state to inform the parson of its
decision toacquire a property

4. The duty of the state to demonstrate that the

2 acquisiton s exclusively for public purpose

M 5, The right of the citizen to fair compensation

6. The duty of the state to conduct the

Bl process of acquisition efficiently and within

prescribed timelines

7. The right of conclusion of the proceedings

The Supreme Court took a significant step to protect
private property from arbitrary state takeover for a
“public purpose”, holding that compulsory acquisition
without following mandatory procedures followed by a
grant of compensation to the owners will not make the
accession constitutional.

The right to property is protected as a constitutional
right and has even been interpreted to be a human right
The judgment noted that though the 44th Constitutional
Amendment omitted the right to property as a
fundamental right, Article 300A, which was
simultaneously inserted into the Constitution, provided
that “no person shall be deprived of his property, save by
authority of law”.
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* Hysterectomy is surgery to remove a woman's womb
approaches ddVlsed over hysterectomv ! (uter'us). The uterus is .a hollow mu§cular organ that
Al R S v A O W e ! nourishes the developing baby during pregnancy.

I i o AR ! Hysterectomies are carried out to treat health problems
that affect the female reproductive system.

i These include:

' heavy periods

long-term pelvic pain

. non-cancerous tumours (fibroids)

1 ovarian cancer, womb cancer, cervical cancer or cancer of
| the fallopian tubes

| Hysterectomy comes with ramifications. This includes early
. menopause, risk of cardiovascular disease, urinary

1 incontinence, obesity, endocrine and metabolic

' complications, and loss of sexual desire. Estrogenic decline
|

|

|

Do no harm: conservative, non-surgical

> M THE GIST
. -

also impacts bone density loss, vasomotor symptoms,
frailty, depression, and a decline in cognitive function.
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Kerala sounds warning on West Nile Virus; neighbouring States on guard

(. Maya

Kerala's annual batte with
wectorborme diseases has
begun early this year, even
Defore the South West mon
so0n, with West Nile Fever
(WVNF) being reported from
several disricts.

The first offital alert was
sounded by the Ilealth de-
partment on May 7 and ac:
cording (o the IDSP report
(ll date, the State has re-
ported 20 suspected cases
{only 10 cases confirmed s0
far) and two deaths are lso
stispected. Given that Kera:
[ahas been endemic or the
W virus for at least two
decades and that 80% of
(ases dre asymptomatic,
for every offitaly reported
case,there could be several
unreported and asympto-
matic cases In the
communiy,

I symptomatic cases,
patients usually have fever,
eadache, atigue, myalgla,
nausea and vomiting, and
sometines, swollen lymph
glands. As clnical symp-
foms of most mosquito-
Dorne viral discases are si
milar. the nossibility of WN

when the patent exhibits
symptoms of newroinvasive
dliseases ke encephalitsor
meningls, — collectively
mown as Acute Encephalk
tis Syndrome (AES). Thus,
bocause of the diagnostic
(ificultes in- identifying
WINF s acute phase, one
ya fow cases got recorded
{nthe Stae's ofcial survell
lance mechanisms.

Diagnostic difficulties
Only 1in 150 cases affcted
by the WA virus gets 4 ex-
gre isease, and even fewer
get - encephalics.  WHO
states that whil serious
Dess can oceur n peaple of
any age, people over the
age of 50 and some immu
nocompromised. persons,
ke transplant patients, are
at the highest ik of falling
severely il when infected
with WAV,

Kerala's  Director of
Health Services, K. . Reena,
sald that W has been in
the offcal survelllance re-
cords of Kerala every year
since 2011 and that cases
are being reported from al
most all districts now. Dis
fricts. that haverenorted

the northern districts of
Theissur, - Malappuram,
Kozhikode, and Palakkad.
The principal veetors of
the dlisease are mosquitoes
ofthe genus Culex, general
Iy found brecding in stag
nant. baroe water hodies

culation Is maintained in
mosquito— populations
through vertical transmis:
Slon {adults o egg).

In a study, published in
the Indian Journal of Medi-
cal Research in 2007, B,
Anukumar, et al. sav that

cophalis syndrome (ARS)
outbreck in Kerala oc-
curred in the Kuttanad re-
glon between January and
February 1996, causing 105
cases and 3 deaths.

Exceptional features
Although the Japanese En
cophalits virus was repor
ed to be an aetiological
agent assoclated with the
outhreak, there were some
exceptional features not
iced during the outbreak.
The seasondlity of the out-
break was diferent from
the one known forJE in Ker-
Al and most atients were
from adult age groups,
whereds B occurs mainly
inchildren,

Another outbreak o
curred i 1997, causing 121
ases and 19 deaths. The
tole of WAV in ARS cases
was not ruled out, D, Anue
umar says.

In 2006, during the Chi
fungunya ~ epidemic n
Alappuzha, abundant in
paddy fields and prone to
waterlogging, the possibil
ty of the co-circulation of
the WWN virus was mooted
hecanse of the hish mort-

Ic. However, NIV (National
Institute of Virology, Pune)
provided conclusve et
dence about the major pre:
senceofthe WN virusnthe
tegion in 2011 during an
ARS outbreak when 208
cases were reported,
Public health experts say
that the fact that the north
e districts too have begun
teporting the presence of
the WN virus frequendy
could be either due to im-
proved diagnastic facilites
or the fact that the WA vi
us itself has been spread:
ing. Most cases of AES are
stll reported by the hedlth
system as AES/JE o JEWN
comples because only the
plaque reduction neutrali
sation test (ustally done
only fn NIV) can fsolte the
W virus antibodies The
W virus is malntained in
natue fn & mosquito-bird-
Mosquito ransmission cy-
cle. More than 250 species
Of binds are reservoir hosts
Of WAV, “In Kerala, the pre-
sence of arge stagnant wa
ter bodies and migratory
birds provides an ideal eco
system for the WN virus to
thrive. In the era of climate

Dorne diseases are emerg
ing a mejor public health
problems, it is important
{hat the State establshes of
fcient survellance systems
onthe One Health platform
1o idenlfy new packets
where WN and simlar ar-
bovinuses may emerge,"
points out .8, Anish, & pu
lic health expert and Assor
clate Professor of Commun:
iy Medicine, Government
Medical College, Manjri.

Avian reservoir
“Members of the crow fami:
Iyare said tobe particularly
suscepuble. All our infor-
mation on the WN virus is
based on Western fera-
ture, Have there been any
studies to dentify if our
common crow could be
spreading any viruses?” Dr,
Anish wonders.

Kerala's health depart
ment, whilessuinga publi
lert on WN fever and ask
ing people to take protec-
five: meastres 1o prevent

For feedback and suggestions

mosquito bites, perceives
WIN virus to be a esser il
Lin because of the low
mortaiy profile ofthe dis
¢ase, When compared to
or dengue. WNV rarely
fums fatal,

The health department

also contends that unlike

dongue fover, which 1§ =

spread rapidly and eff
clently by Aedes mosqui
{0, the W virs does not
cause huge outbreaks, Vire-
hia due to WN virus s tran-
sient in humans, and hence
Culex mosquitoes cannot
{ransmit the virus efficient:
Iy tomore people.
Neurological - sequelae
Jeft behind by the virus is
ot something that can be
discounted however. Neur

Ological sequelae reported

by doctors post WN infec-
fion include cognitive dys
fumction, memory loss, el
e episodes and motor
defils.

(mayac@thehin-
dinodn)

for Science, please write o science@thehindu.con

ith the subject Dally page’
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West Nile Virus (WNV) can cause neurological disease
and death in people. WNV is commonly found in Africa,
Europe, the Middle East, North America and West Asia.
WNV is maintained in nature in a cycle involving
transmission between birds and mosquitoes. Humans,
horses and other mammals can be infected.

West Nile Virus (WNV) is a member of

the flavivirus genus and belongs to the Japanese
encephalitis antigenic complex of the family Flaviviridae.
Outbreaks

West Nile Virus (WNV) was first isolated in a woman in
the West Nile district of Uganda in 1937.
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China shows off dogs of war as it begins military drills with Cambodia

Agence France-Presse
KAMPONG CHHNANG

China's military showed off
its machine gun equipped
robot batde “dogs” on
Thursday at the start of its
biggest ever drills with
Cambodian forces, as the
United States frets about
Bejing’s growing influence
in the Southeast Asian
country.

Cambodia has long been
astaunch ally of China, re-
ceiving illions of dollarsin
investments, and Washing:
ton is growing increasingly
concerned Beijing wil use
a Cambodian naval base it
is upgrading on Gulf of
Thailand to expand its in-
fluence in the region.

More than 2,000
troops, including 760 Chi-
nese military personnel,
aretaking part in the drills

at a remote training centre
incentral  Kampong
Chhnang province and at
sea off Preah Sihanouk
province.

The 15day exercise,
dubbed Golden Dragon, al-
50 involves 14 warships -
three from China - two
helicopters and 69 ar-
moured  vehicles and
tanks, and includes live-
fire, anti-errorism and hu-
manitarian rescue drills

The hardware on show
included the so-called “ro-
bodogs” - remote-con-
trolled four-legged robots
with  automatic  rifles
mounted on their backs.

Handlers kept the dogs
of war on the leash, de
monstrating only  their
walking - capabiliies  to
Watching  presspersons
and top brass - not their
shooting skis.

e gl

W

Chinese and Cambodian Armies during adrillin Kampong Chhnang, Cambodia on Thursday.A°

Opening the exercises,
Cambodian armed forces
commander-in-chief Vong
Pisen said they would ‘en-
hance the capabilities” of
the two armies in the fight
against terrorism, while in-
sisting that - Cambodia
would never allow a fo-

reign military base on its
territory, echoing previous
assertions by Cambodian
leaders.

After Cambodia disman-
tled facilites at Ream naval
base near the Cambodian
port ity of Sihanoukville,
built partly with American

funding and having played
host to US. military exer-
(ises, China began funding
its renovation,

Two Chinese warships
docked at Ream in Decem:
ber for the first time after
work began to expand the
base.

Washington says Ream
could give Bejing a key

B sirategic posiion on Gulf

of Thailand near the dis-
puted South China Sea,
which  China ~largely
claims.

Last year, Cambodian
officials denied that a new
363-metre pier at Ream
was intended to berth air-
craft carriers.

Earlier this week, Cam-
bodian army spokesperson
Thong Solimo told press-
persons that the 2024 exer-
cises were biggest ever of
their kind and China would
cover the cost.

The first Golden Dragon
drills were held in 2016,
and in early 2017 Cambo-
dia scrapped a similar joint
exercise - Anghor Sentinel
- Which had been held for
the preceding seven years
with US. forces.

Cambodia’s Defence Mi-
nistry last week confirmed
that the two Chinese war-
ships anchored at Ream
were “to help train Cambo-
dian naval personnel and
to prepare for the Golden
Dragon exercises”.

A spokesperson said the
Chinese vessels were test
ing the “Ream Naval Base
that China is constructing
for Cambodia” and denied
Chinese troops would be
stationed at the base,

A third Chinese warship
docked in Sihanoukville on
Monday with troops and
materias for the exercises,
according to the Cambo-
dian army.

The drills follow a three-
day visit by China's top di
plomat Wang Yi to Cambo-
dia in April to deepen ties
between the two- coun-
{ries.

-
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China’s military showed off its machine gun equipped
robot battle “dogs” at the start of its biggest ever drills
with Cambodian forces

The first Golden Dragon drills were held in 2016, and in
early 2017 Cambodia scrapped a similar joint exercise —
Angkor Sentinel — which had been held for the
preceding seven years with U.S. forces.
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Draft Digital Competition Bill and why Big Tech opposes i

SOUMYARENDRA BARIK
NEWDELHL MAY 16

THE LAST date for public comments an the
draft Digital Competiion Bill 2024 passed
onWednesday.

Taking aleaf out ofthe European regula-
tory handhaok, the Bill contains provisions
which could stop tech giants from self-pref-
erenying their own services and using data
gathered from ane company to benefi an-
other group company. it also ses presump-
Ve O o curh anti-Competicve practices
before they actually take place, with heavy
penalies — to the tune of illons of dollars
~ forviolators.

Key provisions

Predictive regulation

Currently, India Follows an ex post focto
antifrust framework, regulating for market
abuse after it takes place, under the
Competition Act, 2002, One of the biggest
iticismsofthis has been thatregulating -
ter the incidence of market abuse is simply
too delayed — by the time the offending
company has been penalised, market dy-
amics change to the detriment of smaller

competitors. The draft Bill contains provi-
sions by change this with an ex ante frame-
work instead, which foresees potential
harmes that can arise out of anttrustissues
and prescribes pre-determinad no-go aezs
D tothecomplex workd of igital marbets,
‘which are ever-gowing with increasingn-
terlinkagesbetween variousofferings made
byasingle company,a farwardHacking, pre-
ventive, and presumptive law s crucialto
curhanti-competitive practicasin the space.

Significant entities

The Bill proposes thatfor cevtain “core dig-
it services" ke search engines and social
mediasites, the Competition Commission of
Iniia (1) should designate companies &
“Systematically Significant Digital Enterprise
{SSDE]* depending on various quantitative
andqualitative parameters. These include:

W Ifin the last three financial years, its
turngver in India s not less than Re 4 000
CTOre; O it global tumover is ot less than
$30bilion; ar,

W It gposs menchandize value in Indiais
ot less than s 16,000 crore; o,

W It5 glabal market capitalisation s nat
lessthan §75 bilio; or,

W The core digital service provided by
these companies should also have at east

croreend sers, o 1000 business users.
‘Thi CCYalso has discretianary powers io
desigmate entities not Exlling underthese pa-
rameters a SSDEs, if it elieves that they
have asinificant presencein any given core
digtal service. SSDES will be probibited from
engaging n practices such asself-preferenc-
ing, anf-steering,and restricting third party
applications.fthey viclate these require-
mens, they can be fnedup i
10%ofther global fumiover
Associate Digital
Enterprises
Understandingthe rolzthat
datacollected byons company
ofamajor technology groupcan play inben-
efiting ocher groupcompanies, the Bl pro-
poses to designate associate digital enter-
prises {ADEs). ADEs would have the same
obligations a5 S50, depending on theleve
of their involvement with the care digital
service ffered bythe main company. Farin-
stance, Gaogle Maps or YouTube can be, in
theory,designated as ADEsof Gaogle Search
depending on the level of data-sharing be-
ween these entities and Gongle Search,

Criticism from Big Tech
Maturally, there has been significant re-

sistance o tis Billnits curent form, from
igtech companies, indusiry bodies funded
ytech companies, and boutiue consultan-
cies hioping b onboard tech cients.

For Big Tech, an ev ante Framewark with
strict prescriptive norms could lead i asig-
nificant compliance burden, and shift focus
from innovation and research to ensuring
thatcompanies danot prestmptively engage

inany anti-competitive prac-
tie. A5  resulf, the tech giants

EXPLAINED arecalling for the currentcorm-

p;nnun\m\ obesirengthened
rather than movingbwards an
exante famework.
Anindustry excutive told The Indian
Expressthat because ofthe stringent require-
ments of the European Linion's Digital
Warkets Act,which came ino forcefully ear-
i this year,there has been an increase of
A 000 inthe time i takes to fnd things via
Googlesearch. India s new regulatory frame-
wiork can lead o similar ouicomes, tech ex-
eoutives fear
Moreover,fthe lwwere tgpinteffct
asis,acompany ke Applewould have toal-
o iPhome users to downlaad apps from a
thisd-party app store, over Apple's o sare
- something that the company has lobied

againstvehemently While Android has arel
atively apen nature ‘sideloading of apps,
Gongle too has advocated against this pri-
marily iting potenial securty ramifications
of allowing thid party downloads.

Companies are also understoad to be
concemed aboutthe broad defintian ~buth
quantitative and qualitative - of who an
S50F could be. Linkke the EU's DMA which
specifcally names the ‘zatekieeper’ entifies,
nInia’s case, CCT's discretion wal prevail
something that companies befieve could
lead toarhirarydecision makdng that could
also potentiallyimpact start-ups. Big Tech
companies are claiming that cutting down
o data-sharing could also impact smaller
bussinesses who rely on their platfarms to
Teach abig target audience.

Need for digital competition

The aw comes on the back of Big Tech's
long histary of anti-competitive offences
(nly last year, Google was fined Rs 1337
crore by the (0 forifs anti-compatitivecor-
duct inthe Android ecosystem. Moreover, in
the last decade or s, most tech-related in-
niowation has come from within the stables
of ahandful of American Big Tech giants ke
Google, Apple, Amazon, nd Meta

(ficials elieve that thisis due mthe igh
market harriers far newy entrantsn the sec:
tor.Inthe anfine space, once a company car-
ners a significant portion of he market,thei
product becomes the default way to acces:
that particular service, with rivals inding il
increasingly ificulto challenge their dom
nance.

Take, for instance WhatsApp, which i
ovwmed by Meta, Facebook's parent company
Inndia, it has a market share of more thar
074 among messaging app users - it
pretty much the default messaging apy
everyon is expected to use. Whilk there is
always space for niche onfine products -
wsers who care about their privacy may
chioose Signal over WhatsApp, and asearch
engine ke DuckDuckCo over Coogle Search
— they do not become the nom.

While smaller companies did benefi
from the cheap advertising that Coogle and
Faceboak provided themwhen compared it
tradifional media,this has also fuelled asur-
veillance-based digital advertising indlustry
which is abways making inferences aboul
sers befun the scenes and across platforme
theyacress. Covemment oficialsbelieveal
these cons will be better addressed via the
examteframework propased by the draf Bl

NEXT
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India has proposed a new digital competition law that
could stop tech giants like Google, Facebook, and
Amazon from self-preferencing their own services, or
using data gathered from one company to benefit
another group company.

The draft law, called the Digital Competition Bill, 2024,
also has provisions to set presumptive norms to curb
anti-competitive practices before they actually take
place, and promises to impose heavy penalties — which
could amount to billions of dollars — for violations



HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4

Air-IR(GSII)

3rd Session Of India-Zimbabwe Joint Trade
Committee Held In New Delhi

NEXT
1 AS]

3rd Session Of India-Zimbabwe Joint Trade Committee
Held In New Delhi
India and Zimbabwe have agreed to explore cooperation
in digital transformation solutions, tele-medicines, rough
diamonds, fast payment systems and traditional
medicine
Zimbabwe is a beautiful country in Southern Africa that
is known for its dramatic landscapes, its diverse wildlife
and its hard working people.
* Itissituated in Central Southern Africa, between
the Limpopo and the Zambezi rivers.
* |tislandlocked, bounded by Zambia, Mozambique,
South Africa,Namibia and Botswana.

Zambia
eSS
Namibia & Jarare.
Botswana. Zirmbabwe
o \%‘y e
: d
Mozambique®

South Africa



