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• A floor test is primarily taken to know whether the 

executive enjoys the confidence of the legislature.
• This happens both in the Parliament and the State 

Legislative Assemblies.
• It is a constitutional mechanism under which a Chief 

Minister appointed by the Governor can be asked to 
prove majority on the floor of the Legislative Assembly of 
the state.
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• The Constitution aims to secure social justice while 

guaranteeing equality as a fundamental right.
• Articles 15 and 16 guarantee equality to all citizens in 

any action by the state (including admissions to 
educational institutions) and public employment 
respectively. 

• To achieve social justice, they also enable the state to 
make special provisions for the advancement of OBC, SC 
and ST. 

• OBC is a collective term to classify socially and 
educationally backward castes. Many States also classify 
certain castes as the Most Backward Classes (MBC). 

In the Indra Sawhney case (1992), the Supreme Court 
upheld the 27% reservation for OBC. It opined that caste is a 
determinant of class in the Indian context and 
backwardness cannot be determined solely on economic 
criteria. However, to uphold the basic structure of equality, 
it fixed a cap of 50% for reservations unless there were 
exceptional circumstances. The reservation of OBC (27%), SC 
(15%) and ST (7.5%) resulted in a total reservation of 49.5%. 
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organisation which assists and facilitates cooperation 
between national law forces in 196 member countries to 
combat transnational crimes. The organisation shares 
information regarding crimes and wanted 
criminalsglobally,and provides technical, operational, and 
investigative support to locate fugitives.

• It manages a database of critical data about wanted 
criminals, which member countries can use to trace such 
individuals.

• The agency has a National Central Bureau in all member 
countries which is a single point of contact between law 
enforcement agencies of that country and Interpol.

• The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is officially 
designatedas the nodal agency for India.

• The agency uses a‘colour-coded’system to alert and 
share requests for crime-related information among 
member countries and global organisations. Notably, 
member countriesare not boundby international law to 
abide by Interpol notices as they are entirely 
discretionary.
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• The Padma Awards, one of the highest civilian honour of 

India, are announced every year on the eve of Republic 
Day.

• The Awards are given in three categories: Padma 
Vibhushan for exceptional and distinguished service; 
Padma Bhushan for distinguished service of higher order 
and Padma Shri for distinguished service in any field of 
activity. 

• There ought to be an element of public service in the 
achievements of the person to be selected for these 
Awards.

• Any person without distinction of race, occupation, 
position or sex is eligible for these Awards. However, 
serving Government servants, including those working 
with PSUs, except Doctors and Scientists, are not eligible 
for these Awards.

• The Award is not conferred posthumously. However, in 
highly deserving and rare cases, the Government could 
consider giving an Award posthumously.
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May 9 is celebrated as Victory Day in Russia and several 
other former Soviet republics. It commemorates the victory 
over Nazi Germany in World War II and the formal surrender 
of German forces in Berlin, ending the war in Europe in 
1945.
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• China’s third aircraft carrier, Fujian, has successfully 

completed its eight-day maiden sea trials. Fujian is an 
80,000-tonne supercarrier with electromagnetic 
catapults for launching aircraft, making China the second 
country after the U.S. to field a supercarrier with this 
technology.

Indian Navy’s carriers
Indian Navy currently operates two aircraft carriers –
refurbished Russian carrier INS Vikramaditya, commissioned 
in 2013, and indigenously designed and built INS Vikrant, 
commissioned in September 2022.
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• The COVID-19 cycle is active again with new variants in 

circulation. KP.2 and KP1.1, are dubbed ‘FLiRT’ variants, 
and are descendants of the Omicron JN.1 which spread 
globally over the winter last year.

• The downstream variants are linked to new cases and a 
small surge in hospitalisation in the U.S., according to the 
Infectious Disease Society of America (IDSA). FLiRT cases 
have also soared in the U.K., South Korea and New 
Zealand, renewing fears of a fresh COVID-19 wave.

• The Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) 
has detected 238 cases of KP.2 and 30 cases of KP1.1 
circulating in India, as of May 6.The new variants appear 
to outstrip their ancestor and other Omicron variants. 
KP.2, the more dominant strain of the two, in particular, 
is believed to leap past immunity built up from vaccines 
and previous infections.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY


