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Make EPI an ‘Essential Programme on Immunisation’

he vear 2024 marks a significant
milestone for immunisation
programmes, both globally and in

Tndlia, It commemurates 50 years since

the launch of the Expanded frogramme on
Tmmuriization (FP) by the World Health
Organization (WHO) in 1974, The EPLwas
introcuced as the eradication of smallpox virus
was ofl the horizon, and a need to leverage the
then immunisation infrastructure and a trained
workforce was recognised to expand the benefit
of available vaccines, Following the
announcement, nearly every cowntey across the
world initiated its national immunisation
programme. India launched the B in 1978,
which was later renamed as the Universal
Immunization Programme (UIF) in 1985, In India,
this vear is also two deiac Jes since the CONRITY
conducted the last nationwide independent field
ey lyation of the UIF, in collaboration with
International experts. This isan opportune
moment to assess the progress made and
envision the future.

Globally, and in India, there has been
sigmificant progress in terms of the impact of
immunisation and vaceines, While in 1974, there
wore vaceines o prevent six diseases, five
decades later, there are vaceines against 13
diseases which are universally recommended:
and vaceines against 17 additional diseases are
recomiended for a context-specific situation.
There is research in progress to develop vaceines
against nearly 125 pathogens - many would
prevent diseases prevalent in low- and
middle-neome countries.

A success story
The children with three doses of DPT, a tracer
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e government sector, For instance, in India, the
share of the private sector in overall health
services is nearly two thirds; however, nearly 85%
0 0% of all vaceines are delivered from
government facilities. Experts often argue that
the immumisation COVETAZE i5 3 racer indicator of
the possible highest coverage any government
intervention can achieve in a given sefting,

YeL, it s not without challenges, In early 2023,
the UNICEF's ‘The State of the World's Children’
report revealed a concerning trend: for the fust
time in more than a decade, the childhood
Immunisation coverage had declined in 2021, In
2022, globally, an estimated 14.3 million children
were zero dose (did not receive any
recommenced vaceine) while another 6,2 million
children were partially immunised. Over the
vers, the vaccinarion coverage in India has
inereased, both nationally and State wise,
However, there are persisting inequities in
coverage by geograply, socio-econonuic strata
and other parameters, which demand urgent
Interventions,

From childhood focus to Life course

Ttis interesting that when it comees to vaccination,
people often (and wrongly) believe that the
vaceines are anly for children only. The truth is
that in nearly 225 vears since the avalability of
the first vaccine against smallpo in 1798,
vaceines [ave always been avallable for
indivicals of all age groups, inchiding adults,
Thie first anti rabies vacclne, cholera, and typhoid
vaceines developed between 18305 to mid 18905
were primarily for adults, The fivst vacclne ever
developed in any part of the world against plagne
(I 1807) was feom Didia and measit for
indivicials acrss all age proups. The BOG

: \ . '
srerinn (againet tibneeilaciel wae firet infendiesd

Fiest, there are some inital policy and
technical discussions regarding expanding
immunisation coverage in additional populations
The recent announcement on HPV vaceines for
teeriage girls 15 a good start,

However, the Indian EOVETMEN nees Js o
consider providing recommended vaceines for a
wider section of adults and elderly population,
Considering that vaccines are highly cost
effective, once recommencded by the National
Technical Advisory Group on Immuization
{NTAGI), vaccines for all age groups should be
made available as free at the government
facilities.

second, the NTAGL in India, which provides
recommendations on the use of vaccines should
start providing recommendations on the use of
vaceines in adults and the elderly, We need to
remember that once 4 vaceing is recommended
by the government body, the coverage is likely to
e far greater than if the vaccines are not
recommended by the government,

Third, the prevailing myths and
misconceptions about vaccines must be
proactively addressed (o tackle vaceine hesitancs
Thee government must consider the help of
professional communication agencies to dispel
myths (and in a kayperson's language and with
the use of social media). This also requires
citizens to learm and educare themselves about
these vaceines from reliable sources,

Fourth, various professional associations of
doetors - community mediclne experts, Gy
physicians and paediatricians showld work to
Inerease awareness about vaccines among adults
and the elderly. Physicians treating patients with
any disease should wse the opportunity 1o make
them aware of vaccines.

kifth modieal pollagie and reenarch

-
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The Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI), a
initiative launched by the World Health Organization in
1974, stands as a global endeavor to ensure equitable
access to life-saving vaccines for every child, regardless
of their geographic location or socioeconomic status.
Over the past five decades, EPI has evolved and achieved
remarkable milestones that reshaped the global health
landscape.

The 50th anniversary of EPl in 2024 provides a pivotal
occasion to celebrate the programme's achievements,
highlight its impact on lives saved, and catalyze renewed
efforts to strengthen routine immunization initiatives.
EPI was initiated with the goal of providing universal
access to life-saving vaccines for children worldwide. This
programme, which is now commonly referred to as the
Essential Programme on Immunization, seeks to
safeguard individuals of all ages through comprehensive
immunization efforts.
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Implementing the Street Vendors Act

decade has passed since
the Street Vendors
{Protection of
Livelihood and

Regulation of Street Vending) Act
came into effect on May 1, 2014,
marking a significant milestone
after nearly four decades of legal
jurisprudence and the tireless
efforts of street vendor
movements across India.
Celebrated as a progressive
legislation, the Act now faces
numerous challenges in its
implementation. Looking back,
the mere enactment of a law did
not ensure the protection and
security of street vendors in
Indian cities; there was much to
be desired inits execution.

Provisions of the law
Street vendors, estimated to

1]
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and mandates that street vendor
representatives must constitute
40% of TVC members, with a
sub-representation of 33% of
women street vendors. These
committees are tasked with
ensuring the inclusion of all
existing vendors in vending zones.
Additionally, the Act outlines
mechanisms for addressing
grievances and disputes,
proposing the establishment of a
Grievance Redressal Committee
chaired by a civil judge or judicial
magistrate. Its provisions set a
crucial precedent for inclusive and
participatory approaches to
address street vending needs in
cities, at least in theory.

Three broad challenges
However, the Act has faced three
broad challenges. First, at the

prevailing image of the ‘world
class city tends to be exclusionary.
It marginalises and stigmatises
street vendors as obstacles to
urban development instead of
acknowledging them as legitimate
contributors to the urban
economy. These challenges are
reflected in city designs, urban
policies, and public perceptions of

neighbourhoods.

The way forward

While the Act is progressive and
detailed, its implementation
requires support, possibly (and
ironically) necessitating top-down
direction and management
starting from the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs. This
needs to be decentralised over
time to ensure effectiveness in
addressing the diverse needs and

* A decade has passed since the Street Vendors
(Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street
Vending) Act came into effect on May 1, 2014, marking a
significant milestone after nearly four decades of legal
jurisprudence and the tireless efforts of street vendor
movements across India.

* |t was aimed to ‘protect’ and ‘regulate’ street vending in
cities, with State-level rules and schemes, and execution
by Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) through by-laws, planning,
and regulation.

Street vendors, estimated to constitute 2.5% of any city’s

population, play multifaceted roles in city life. Local

vegetable sellers and food vendors are essential providers of
daily services. Vending offers many migrants and the urban
poor a source of modest yet consistent income. The vendors
also make city life affordable for others by providing vital
links in the food, nutrition, and goods distribution chain at
reasonable prices.

Street vendors are also integral to Indian culture
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|
_ - to interpret the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP)
About the redistribution of wealth i with respect to ownership and control of material
! resources.

EXFLADR

What does the Constitution provide?

* The Preamble to the Constitution aims to secure to all

| citizens social and economic justice, liberty and equality.
! Part Il of the Constitution lists down the fundamental
rights that guarantee liberty and equality while Part IV

; contains the DPSP. These are principles that the central

i and State governments should follow to achieve social

! and economic justice in our country. Unlike the

: fundamental rights in Part lll, the DPSP is not enforceable
: in court. Article 39(b) and (c) in Part IV contain principles
i that are aimed at securing economic justice. They
|

|

|

|

provide that ownership and control of material resources
of the society should be distributed to serve the
common good and that the operation of the economic

! system does not result in concentration of wealth to the

: common detriment.
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AstraZeneca submission over COVID
vaccine nothing new, say doctors

Bindu Shajan Perappadan
NEW DELHI

Following pharmacentical
company  Astrafensecd’s
admission in UK. court
documents that its vaccine
against COVID-19 has the
potential to cause Throm-
hosis with Thrombocyto-
penia Syndrome (TTS), a
rare side effect associated
with blood clotting, doc-
tors in India said this is not
new information and that
they are “well aware of the
warning which has been
available in India as an in-
sert with the vaccine sinee
the time it was introduwced
for general public here”.

They added that any ad-
vErse event associated with
the vaccine would have oc
curred within 21 days o a
month of the first dose,

A report in British new
spaper The Daily Telegraph
stated that in a legal docu-
ment submitted to the
High Court in London in
February for a group ac-
tion belpg brought by 51
Claimants, Astrafeneca ad-
mitted that the vaccine de

Doctors say any adverse event
woild have oecurred within a
rranth af the first dose,

veloped with the Universi
ty of Oxford to protect
against  COVIDHIE  may
cause 'TTS in “wery rare
rases”,

“It is admitted that the
AZ vaccine can, in very
rare cases, e TTS, The
causal mechanism Is not
known. Further, TTS can
also occur in the absence
of the A¥ vaccine (or any
vaccine). Causation in any
individual case will be a
matter  for  expert  evi-
dence,” the newspaper qu-
oted the legal document.

The consequences of
TTS are potentially life-

threatening including

strokes, brain damage, and
heart attacks.

Both the Union Health
Ministry arnd COVID-19 vac-
cine Covishield's manufac-
turer Serum Institute of In-
dia on Tuesday issued no
statement regarding the
development. The Oxtord-
Astradeneca COVII-E vac-
cine 05 sald under the
brand pame Covishield in
Tndia.

Product information

In India, the product infor
mation with the vaccine
clearly mentions TTS in its
special warnings and spe-
cial precautions for use
secton while adding that a
“majority of the events oc-
curred within the first 21
days following vaccination
and some events had a fa-
tal outcome”,

Doctars here said that
the court admission now is
“no secret”.

Rajeev Jayadevan, co-
chairman of the Mational
Inndian Medical Association
{IMAY COVID Task Force,
said: “The court admission
is nothing new. In fact,

these are well documented
facts validated since early
2021 (seon after vaccine
redloue). The World Health
Organisation {(WHO) wrote
about it in May 2021 and
updated i in 20237

He added that clotting
was an issue for persons
who were  administered
the first dose of the vaccine
and in the first month
afterwards,

“Therefore, in 2024, pe-
ople are not at risk of TTS.
Also, heart attacks and
sirokes we see in practice
are not caused by TTS,
which is an exceptionally
rare immunolegical reac-
tion that leads to clots in
certain locations,”  he
added.

“The clotting side effect
of this vaccine is already
known and is extremely
rare. This is not the first
time Astra¥eneca admies
risk of clotting evenes
{again rarest side effect) as-
sociated with COVITLT Cy-
riac Abby Philips, hepatol-
ogist from Kerala, wrote
a social media post,

{With 19T ingraes)

NEXT
1 AS]

What is Thrombosis Thrombocytopenia Syndrome (TTS)?
TTS is characterized by blood clots (thrombosis) combined
with low levels of platelets (thrombocytopenia), which are
necessary for blood clotting. It often involves unusual blood
clot locations, such as in the brain (cerebral venous sinus
thrombosis) or abdomen.
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The Hindu-Geography (GSI)-Page 18 * Mount Ruang seen erupting from Tagulandang island in
Sitaro, North Sulawesi

* Ruang is among about 130 active volcanoes in
Indonesia. The archipelagic nation is prone to volcanic
eruptions and earthquakes because of its location on the
Pacific “Ring of Fire” — a series of fault lines stretching
from the western coasts of the Americas through Japan

and Southeast Asia.

Mount Ruang seen erupting from Tagulandang island in Sitaro, North Sulawesi, on Tuesday. Ruang's eruption
prompted authorities to order an evacuation and forced a nearby airport to close. The remote Indonesian volcano
sent a tower of ash spewing into the sky on April 19. Photo: AFP
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Mumps cases spike from ‘almost zero’ to 5-6
a week, low vaccination due to Covid a factor

ANKITA UPADHYAY
NEW DELHI, AFRIL 30

FOR THE last two months, hos-
pitals in the city have been wit-
nessing five to six cases of com-
plications due to mumps - a far
cry from earlier when negligible
Cases were reported every year.
According to experts, a drop
invaccination rate due to the
Covid pandemic could be a ma-
jor reason for the spike.
Most of the patients landing
inhospitals are 6-7 years of age.
A senior doctor from Lok
Mayak hospital said, “Prior to the
pandernic, we would hardly see
any mumps cases; the whole
year would pass before we could
see any case. But now we are
seeing cases of mumps-related
complications every week.”
Caused by paramyxovirus, a
memberaf the Rubulavinus fam-
ily, mumps usually affect the
parotid glands, which make
saliva, on each side of the face.

The disease spreads through in-
fected saliva.

“The Centre provides vac-
cines to states only for measles
and rubella and not for mumps.
However, during regular imimau-
nisation drives, Delhi has been
providing vacdnes for mumps as
well. But during the pandemic, a
major part of the population was
left unvaccinated leading to
compromised immunity,” said a
health department official.

Health Secretary 5B Deepak
remained unavailable for com-
ment.

In a special campaign last
year, held between February 6
and March &, the Cenitre had in-
structed the states to provide
measles and rnubella vaccine.

"However, the offidals are
now mulling over mumps
screening and vaccination as
well due to an increasing num-
ber of Parotitis - the medical
term for a swollen parotid
gland” an official said.

Sources at Lok Mayakhaspital

THE ILLNESS

MUMPS is an illness
caused by
paramyxovirus, a
memberof the
Rubulavirus family. It
usually affects the
parotid glands on each
side of the face. The
disease spreads
through infected saliva.

SYMFTOMS

Theese include swollen,
painful salivary glands;
sore throat; fever;
headache; fatigue; and
appetite boss

said the hospital has been seeing
56 cases of complications every
week when it was zero before
the pandemic. “These cases are
related to stroke, paralysis, en-
cephalitis, brain damage etc.,”
said a senior doctor.

"From Novermnber-December,

the cases started increasing in
the paediatric, ENT and regular
OPD," said a sendor doctor at the
haspital, adding that the num-
ber has dropped in the last one
week.

According to Dr Shalu Gupta,
Director Professor at
Community Medicine depart-
menit at Lady Hardinge Medical
College and Kalawati Saran
Children's Hospital, “Mormally,
maumips is a mild, self-limiting
disease that disappears in 5-6
days”

He said at Kalawati Saran
haospital, while the admission
rate is notvery high, children be-
tween the ages of four and eight
wvere visiting the OPD.

A senior doctor at Chacha
Mehru Bal Chikitsalaya con-
firmed that the number of cases
has increased in the last two
months.

Dir Gupta said while there is
na treatment, the care is focused
on sympiom relief. The disease
can be prevented by the MMR

vaccine.

According to Dr Karunesh
Kumar, Senior Consultant,
Paediatric Gastroenterology,
Indraprastha Apolle Hospitals,
*During Covid, some children
missed their vaccination.”

He said thatin many areasin
the country, only Measles and
Rubella vaccination was pro-
vided. “Unitil and unless we take
steps to progedt all our children,
we won't be developing hend
immunity,” he added.

According  to  Indian
Pediatrics, a journal writing on
child hiealth, anincreasing num-
ber of mumps outbreaks has
been reported from several parts
of the country in the recent past.
(Calling it a matter of concern, the
journal concluded that inclusion
of mumps component in MMR
(Measles, Mumps, Rubella) vac-
cine in  the Universal
Immunisation Programme
along with strengthening of sur-
veillance is required to tadkle the
situation.

NEXT
1 AS]

mumps is Caused by paramyxovirus, a member of the
Rubulavirus family,

mumps usually affect the parotid glands, which make
saliva, on each side of the face. The disease spreads
through infected saliva.
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ANJALIMARAR

BENGALURU, APRIL 30

ABOVE NORMAL rainfall is pre-
dicted along most of the South
Asian countries during the up-
coming monsoon season, com-
mencement of whichiis little
overamonth away.

The forecast was shared at
the 28th South Asian Climate
Outhook Forum (SASCOF) meet
whichis underway in Pune.

"Except some northern and
north, east and northeastern-
parts, above-normal rainfall is
expected over South Asiaduring
June to September season this
year. The seasonal rainfall is
most likely to be normal,” the
SASCOF rainfall outlook 2024
consensus stated.

This year's southwest mon-
so0n outlook consensus state-
ment was jointly prepared by
weather scientists representing
nine national meteorological
and hydrological services in

this region.

The SASCOF rainfall forecast
i5 in line with the first stage
southwest monsoon rainfall
forecast released by the India
Meteorological Department
(IMD}a fortnight ago.

Most of Pakistan, India, Sri
Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh and
central Bhutan will receive nor-
mal or above rainfall during the
southwest monsoon season.

Normal rainfall is predicted
along Afghanistan, remaining ar-
eas of Bhutan and large parts of
Myanmar, except its southwest
coast, the experts who partici-
pated in SASCOF-28, said.

Aiding good rainfall in the
upcoming season, the SASCOF
forum said, were multiple
favourable ocean-atmospheric
factors. The ongoing EI Ninocon-
ditions, which commenced in
June last year, was weakening.

*Currently, moderate EINino
conditions are prevailing along
the equatorial Pacific Ocean. The
conditions are likely to weaken

Silt outside a house after flood water receded at Chogal
Handwar in Kupwara district of North Kashmir Tuesday.m

further and EI Nino Southern  tions are kelyto developduring
Oscillation (ENSO) neutral con-  the second-halfof the monsoon
ditions shall develop duringthe  season," SASCOF statement said,
early part of the monsoon sea- ~ EI Nino is the warmer than
son. Thereafter, La Nina condi-  normal sea conditions prevail-

ing along the equatorial Pacific
(Oceanand is known tosuppress
the summer monsoon rainfall
over India.

On the contrary, La Ninais
the cooler sea conditions over
the same region and is associ-
ated withnormal or above rain-
fall during the southwest man-
S00N SeSON.

There s a strong likelihood
that the Indian Ocean Dipole

10D) - the counterpart of the

Pacific Ocean's ENSO in the
Indian Ocean - would enter a
positive phase, which positively
influences the southwest mon-
soon over the region.

At present, 10D is in its neu-
tral phase.

The sea surface temperatures
naturally swing from El nino,
ENSO neutral and La Nina from
time-to-time.

Aong with India and
Bangladesh, many South Asian
countries are experiencing ex-
tremeheat,

The SASCOF forecast on

South Asia to receive ‘above normal’ rain this year : SASCOF

temperatures suggested that
during the ongoing summer
season, above normal day tem-
peratures will be recorded over
most regions,

West Afghanistan, northern
andeastem Pakistan and adjoin-
ing Gujarat-Rajasthan, northern
Maharashtra, coastal Kamataka
and Kerala, Lakshadweep,
southwest Sri Lanka,Nepal,
Bhutan along with central and
southern Myanmar will be
among the worst affected areas.

Along with officials from
IMD, other participants in the
Pune meet included experts
from the World Meteorological
Organization, Japan
Metearological Agency, Korean
Meteorological ~ Agency,
Meteorology Office,
UK International  Research
Institute for Climate and Society,
Regional Integrated Multi-haz-
ard Early-warning System, Lead
Centre of LRFMME and the
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology.

NEXT
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‘Above normal’ rainfall is predicted in most of the South
Asian countries during the upcoming monsoon season,
which is little over a month away.

The forecast was shared at the 28th South Asian Climate
Outlook Forum (SASCOF) meet which is underway

in Pune.

The SASCOF rainfall forecast is in line with the first stage
southwest monsoon rainfall forecast released by the
India Meteorological Department (IMD) a fortnight ago.
Most of Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh and
central Bhutan will receive normal or above rainfall
during the southwest monsoon season. Normal rainfall is
predicted along Afghanistan, remaining areas of Bhutan
and large parts of Myanmar, except its southwest coast,.
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Why banks can't seek LOCs to stop debtors from going abroad

OMKARGOKHALE
MUMEA| APRIL30

THEBOMBAY High Courthas held that pub-
lic sector anks (PSBs) canno recommend
orrequest theissuance of Look Out Circulars
(LIOCs) against loan defaulters and has set
it the provisions of the central govem-
ments Office Memaranda (M) that em-
powered PSBstodos,

On April 23, a division Bench of justice
Gautam S Patel{who has since retired ) and
Justice Madhav | Jamidar quashed LOCs -
st o restrain PSB debtors from travelling
abrad, saying theyare ‘strong-am tactics”
used to get around legal processes, and vi-
olativeoffundamental rights aranieed un-
der Articls 4and 21 of the Constitutian.

The legal challenge

The LOCs unider challenge were ssued by
the Bureay of mmigratian afthe Ministry of
Home Affairs(MHA} and allowed the au-
thorites at any portafdeparture to prevent

adebtortnaPsB fromleaving ndia. The LOCE
were hased an (s issued by the Mindstry
from Cctober 27,2010 omward.

In September 2018, 3 ground was intro-
duced toste an L0 to estrain  person
from gaing abroad if their departure was
detrimental to the *economic interest” of
the country. The following month, 2 new
clause was introduced empowering the
chairpersonaf the State Bank of ndia (S81)
and the managing director and chief eve-
utiveofficersofall otherP4Bs torequest im-
migration authorities o s LOCS againgt
defaultborrowers.

The default barrowersincluded nat anly
the borrowers butalsothe guarantors foe -
payment oflaans, and the principal officers
or directors of corparate entites in defit.

Petitioners' argument
Tl gyt even ptitionens uniested Lie
portiom of Obdsthat allowed PBs o reqest
anL0C againsta “defaulting barmower”
Senior advocate Birendra Saraf (who is
i Advocate General for Maharashim)ar-

ued thatthe OMs infringed upan the peti-
tioners fundamental rights, including the
ight tolif with dignity under Article 21
The petitioners argued that the “eco-
nomicinerest of India” cannot be the same
s “inancialinterests' of a PS8, and thatthe
SOvemment s acfion was 2 “classc case” of
“improper andimpermissible®classfication
between public sector and private banks,
bothafwhich areregulated by
the ReserveBank of ndia RH)

Centre's submission

Senioravocate Al Singh,
wha was Additional Solicitor
Genera atthe time, argued forthe MHA that
deprivation of e or personal iberty canbe
done onfythrousgh procedureestablished by
v, and the impugned drculars contained
such “checks and helanies”,

Singh g Uil e sleps were Laken
afterastrgein the mumber of wilful defaul-
ersandeconormicoffenders, sameofwhom
had Pled the country after “ustrping” pub-
lic maney.

LAW

What the court said

The courtohserved that the government
afled o showthat debt had been recoy-
ered because the person had been denied
permission o ravel abmad. . The LOCebod
dowwn to nothing but astrong-arm tacti to
bypass orleapfrog whhat public sector banks
dlearlysee asnconveniencesand imitants —

damental ight o travel abroad
canmt be curtaled by exey-
tiveaction without any govern-
ment statute of contralling
stafutory provision:

“The fact that the publicsector bank s -
rectly concemed with the recovery of debit
and s yet armed with this unilateral powier
only makes matters warse.. The right to
Autke 2 vl abnugatein s bl
Here, the public ector bank becomesjudge
and executionr at once.

* Ineffect,the Chairpersons, MDs and
(EOshave been elevated i the same stafus

 high-Janking polce officars. This is im-
ply ncomprehensitl,”the cout said,

The court noted that except S8, there
is no PSB among India's tap five banking
companies. |t noted that “If a borrawer
arranges itsor her or his affirs so that the
dalings are only with non-public sectar
banks, no LOC can ever be issued against
the borrowec..But ifthere is evenone put-
licsector bank,then theresarickof an OC
beingissued”

Itisnot thatondy PSBs were affected, the
courtsaid. The entifies that NiravModi and
Vijay Mallya, whom the Centre had men-
tioned inits writen submissions, contmalled
il had expasure to ather banks”, it aid.
The court disagreed with the “whally arti-
ficial distinction between those wha bar-
v from oz or mare public sector banks
and thase wha borraw only from private
sevfon banks”,

This, the ‘inclusion ofonly PSBsis ultra
vires Article 14 2 being an impermissible
and invald clasification, and being mani-
esttyarbitrary’, the court held.

What happens now

The courtclarified that its order would
ot affectany exdsfing restraint onder issued
by a competent authonity, court, Dbt
Recovery Tribunal, or investigative or en-
farcement agency. The imvalidation of the
presentLOCs cannotand wll o affectsuch
onders,"itsaid.

The court said hanks were “abwaysat -
enty” toapplytoany courtortribunalfor an
order against an ndividual borrower, guar-
antor,orindebted person, restraining them
from travelling overseas. Banks canaksain-
voke their powers under the Fugitive
Econgmic Offenders ct, 2018, where ap-
plcable.

The Bench tumed down the Centre'sre-
(quest tostay the operation of hevendict, but
the Cenire has the option of challenging the
Judgmentin the Supreme Court

Thre HC ot lanifie Usal ity judgnment
will nat prevent the central government
from framing an approprite lawand estab-
lishing procedure cansistent with Aricle 21
ofthe Consfitution.

‘The Bombay High Court has held that public sector
banks (PSBs) cannot recommend or request the issuance
of Look Out Circulars (LOCs) against loan defaulters and
has set aside the provisions of the central government’s
Office Memoranda (OM) that empowered PSBs to do so.
The LOCs under challenge were issued by the Bureau of
Immigration of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), and
allowed the authorities at any port of departure to
prevent a debtor to a PSB from leaving India.

In September 2018, a ground was introduced to issue an
LOC to restrain a person from going abroad if their
departure was detrimental to the “economic interest” of
the country.

The following month, a new clause was introduced
empowering the chairperson of the State Bank of India
(SBI) and the managing director and chief executive
officers of all other PSBs to request immigration
authorities to issue LOCs against default borrowers.
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Public investment remains an important
driver for India’s growth, says IMF

ENSECONOMIC BUREAL
NEW CELHL AFRIL 30

PLBLIC BNWESTMENT remains.an
important driver for India, mak-
ing it the workd's fastest growing
mgoreconomy, the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) said in its
latest remarks on the Regional
Economic Outlook for Asia and
Pacific redeased Tuesday. The IMF
also said that headline inflation
may see further reductions due to
lower energy prices in several
economies in the Asia and Pacific
region, but food price pressures -
especially for nice - may slow
headline disinflation in India.
The INFhad earfier thismonth
raised India’s growth forecast for
the finamcial year 2024-25 to 6.8
percent from 6.5 per cent earlier
and retained the growth forecast
for M025-26 at 6.5 per cent. India
andthe Philippines have been the
source of repeated positive
growth surprises, supported by
resilient domestic demand, the
INF said. The: IMF has also raised
the regional growth forecast for
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Asia and Pacific to4.5 percent, up
0.3 percentage point from six
manths earlier, reflecting up-
grades for China, where policy
stimulus is expected to provide
suppart. But the growth forecast
fior the region is slowwer than 5 per
cent growth in 2023

Global disinflation and the
prospectof lowercentral bank in-
terest rates have made a sofi Land-
ing meore likely, hence nisks o the
near-term outlook are now

broadly balanced, Krishna
Srinivasan, Director, Asia and
Pacific Department said in a blog
post. Asian central banks should
continue to focus firmly on do-
mestic price stability and “avoid
making policy decisions overly
dependent” onanticipated mter-
est rabe moves by the LS Federal
Reserve, Srinfvasan added.
Inastill subdued external emi-
ronment, robust private consump-
tion will remain the main growth

driver in Asia’s other emerging
market economies, he added. For
inflation, the INIF said it i already
atorclose to tEanget in emerging
markets and there is heterogene-
ity in inflation drivers going fior-
ward. “Core inflation & Largely ex-
pected tremain contained. As for
headline inflation, seweral
eConomies may experience fur-
ther reductions due to lower en-
ergy prices while inothers (foresx-
armple, India), food price pressures
— especially for rice — may slow
headiine disinflation,” the IMF said.

Asian countries are better
placed than befiore to cope with
exchange rate movernents, with
fewer financial frictions and bet-
ter macro-fundamentals and in-
stituticnal framevworks and should
continue to allow the exchange
rate to act as a buffer against
shacks, he said. Advancing fiscal
consolidation isanurgent priority
bath b bessen the burdenofhigher
debit levels and interest costs and
torebuild the fiscal space needed
to address medium-term struc-
tural challenges. RULL REPORTION
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Public investment remains an important driver for India,
making it the world’s fastest growing major economy, the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) said in its latest
remarks on the Regional Economic Outlook for Asia and
Pacific released.

The IMF also said that headline inflation may see further
reductions due to lower energy prices in several
economies in the Asia and Pacific region, but food price
pressures — especially for rice — may slow headline
disinflation in India.
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PIB-Energy (GSlIII)
* NHPC Limited, the largest organization for hydropower
development in India, has sighed a Memorandum of

Understanding with M/s Ocean Sun, a Norwegian
company operating as a technology provider to the
floating solar industry.

e As per the MoU, NHPC and Ocean Sun will explore key
areas of cooperation for demonstration of Ocean Sun’s
floating solar energy technology based on photovoltaic
panels.

* The panels would be mounted on hydro-elastic
membranes, at relevant sites to be identified by NHPC.
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