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• The Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI), an 

initiative launched by the World Health Organization in 
1974, stands as a global endeavor to ensure equitable 
access to life-saving vaccines for every child, regardless 
of their geographic location or socioeconomic status. 
Over the past five decades, EPI has evolved and achieved 
remarkable milestones that reshaped the global health 
landscape.

• The 50th anniversary of EPI in 2024 provides a pivotal 
occasion to celebrate the programme's achievements, 
highlight its impact on lives saved, and catalyze renewed 
efforts to strengthen routine immunization initiatives.

• EPI was initiated with the goal of providing universal 
access to life-saving vaccines for children worldwide. This 
programme, which is now commonly referred to as the 
Essential Programme on Immunization, seeks to 
safeguard individuals of all ages through comprehensive 
immunization efforts.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)/Economy(GSIII)-Page 7 • A decade has passed since the Street Vendors 
(Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street 
Vending) Act came into effect on May 1, 2014, marking a 
significant milestone after nearly four decades of legal 
jurisprudence and the tireless efforts of street vendor 
movements across India.

• It was aimed to ‘protect’ and ‘regulate’ street vending in 
cities, with State-level rules and schemes, and execution 
by Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) through by-laws, planning, 
and regulation.

Street vendors, estimated to constitute 2.5% of any city’s 
population, play multifaceted roles in city life. Local 
vegetable sellers and food vendors are essential providers of 
daily services. Vending offers many migrants and the urban 
poor a source of modest yet consistent income. The vendors 
also make city life affordable for others by providing vital 
links in the food, nutrition, and goods distribution chain at 
reasonable prices.
Street vendors are also integral to Indian culture
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 8 The Supreme Court has also constituted a nine-judge Bench 
to interpret the Directive Principles of State Policy (DPSP) 
with respect to ownership and control of material 
resources.
What does the Constitution provide?
• The Preamble to the Constitution aims to secure to all 

citizens social and economic justice, liberty and equality. 
Part III of the Constitution lists down the fundamental 
rights that guarantee liberty and equality while Part IV 
contains the DPSP. These are principles that the central 
and State governments should follow to achieve social 
and economic justice in our country. Unlike the 
fundamental rights in Part III, the DPSP is not enforceable 
in court. Article 39(b) and (c) in Part IV contain principles 
that are aimed at securing economic justice. They 
provide that ownership and control of material resources 
of the society should be distributed to serve the 
common good and that the operation of the economic 
system does not result in concentration of wealth to the 
common detriment.

•
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The Hindu-Health(GSII)-Page 12 What is Thrombosis Thrombocytopenia Syndrome (TTS)?
TTS is characterized by blood clots (thrombosis) combined 
with low levels of platelets (thrombocytopenia), which are 
necessary for blood clotting. It often involves unusual blood 
clot locations, such as in the brain (cerebral venous sinus 
thrombosis) or abdomen.
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The Hindu-Geography (GSI)-Page 18 • Mount Ruang seen erupting from Tagulandang island in 
Sitaro, North Sulawesi

• Ruang is among about 130 active volcanoes in 
Indonesia. The archipelagic nation is prone to volcanic 
eruptions and earthquakes because of its location on the 
Pacific “Ring of Fire” — a series of fault lines stretching 
from the western coasts of the Americas through Japan 
and Southeast Asia.
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Indian Express-Health (GSII)-Page 3 • mumps is Caused by paramyxovirus, a member of the 
Rubulavirus family, 

• mumps usually affect the parotid glands, which make 
saliva, on each side of the face. The disease spreads 
through infected saliva.
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• ‘Above normal’ rainfall is predicted in most of the South 

Asian countries during the upcoming monsoon season, 
which is little over a month away.

• The forecast was shared at the 28th South Asian Climate 
Outlook Forum (SASCOF) meet which is underway 
in Pune.

• The SASCOF rainfall forecast is in line with the first stage 
southwest monsoon rainfall forecast released by the 
India Meteorological Department (IMD) a fortnight ago.

• Most of Pakistan, India, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh and 
central Bhutan will receive normal or above rainfall 
during the southwest monsoon season. Normal rainfall is 
predicted along Afghanistan, remaining areas of Bhutan 
and large parts of Myanmar, except its southwest coast,.
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Page 13 • ‘The Bombay High Court has held that public sector 
banks (PSBs) cannot recommend or request the issuance 
of Look Out Circulars (LOCs) against loan defaulters and 
has set aside the provisions of the central government’s 
Office Memoranda (OM) that empowered PSBs to do so.

• The LOCs under challenge were issued by the Bureau of 
Immigration of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), and 
allowed the authorities at any port of departure to 
prevent a debtor to a PSB from leaving India. 

• In September 2018, a ground was introduced to issue an 
LOC to restrain a person from going abroad if their 
departure was detrimental to the “economic interest” of 
the country. 

• The following month, a new clause was introduced 
empowering the chairperson of the State Bank of India 
(SBI) and the managing director and chief executive 
officers of all other PSBs to request immigration 
authorities to issue LOCs against default borrowers.

•
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• Public investment remains an important driver for India, 

making it the world’s fastest growing major economy, the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) said in its latest 
remarks on the Regional Economic Outlook for Asia and 
Pacific released. 

• The IMF also said that headline inflation may see further 
reductions due to lower energy prices in several 
economies in the Asia and Pacific region, but food price 
pressures – especially for rice – may slow headline 
disinflation in India.
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• NHPC Limited, the largest organization for hydropower 

development in India, has signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding with M/s Ocean Sun, a Norwegian 
company operating as a technology provider to the 
floating solar industry. 

• As per the MoU, NHPC and Ocean Sun will explore key 
areas of cooperation for demonstration of Ocean Sun’s 
floating solar energy technology based on photovoltaic 
panels. 

• The panels would be mounted on hydro-elastic 
membranes, at relevant sites to be identified by NHPC.
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