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• The animal is listed as an endangered species by the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 
and protected under Schedule-I of the Wild Life 
(Protection) Act, 1972.

• There are around 3,000 Tahrs in the Western Ghats, 
according to a report released by the World Wildlife 
Fund India in 2015, and a sizeable number of them is 
concentrated in the Anamalai Tiger Reserve (ATR).

• There are multiple references to Nilgiri Tahr in the 
Sangam Tamil literature. Two epics —
Silappathikaram and Sivakasindamani — mention 

descriptions of the Nilgiri Tahr and its habitat.
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• An electronic voting machine (EVM) is a portable 

instrument for the purpose of conducting elections to 
the parliament, legislature and local bodies like 
panchayats and municipalities.

• EVM is a microcontroller-based instrument designed to 
modernise the election procedure and there is no scope 
for invalid votes and total secrecy of voting data is 
maintained and it also facilitates quick and accurate 
counting.

• EVMs were first used in 70-Parur Assembly Constituency 
of Kerala in the year 1982. 
• VVPATs with EVMs were used for first time in a bye-

election from 51-Noksen (ST) Assembly 
Constituency of Nagaland

• EVMs do not require electricity. EVMs run on an ordinary 
battery
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The SLU is used to load the symbols of the candidates onto 
the VVPAT. It is a matchbox-sized device that is first 
connected to a laptop or personal computer, from where a 
symbol loading application is used to load a bitmap file 
containing the candidates’ names, serial numbers, and 
symbols.
The SLU is then connected to the VVPAT to transfer that file 
on to the paper audit machine. This is done under the 
supervision of a district election officer
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Page 14 • the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) released 
satellite-data-based analysis on expansion of glacial lakes 
in the catchments of Indian Himalayan river basins. This 
is the latest among a clutch of studies on glacial lakes 
that have highlighted the risks of glacial lake outburst 
floods (GLOFs), and their impact on infrastructure and 
settlements downstream of such lakes.

• The movement of glaciers causes erosion and creates 
depressions in the surrounding topography. When they 
retreat, meltwater starts to accumulate in such 
depressions, giving birth to glacier lakes.

• ISRO categorised glacial lakes into four broad categories 
based on how they were formed — moraine-dammed, 
ice-dammed, erosion-based, and ‘others’. Moraine and 
ice-dammed lakes are formed when water is dammed by 
moraine — debris such as rocks and soil left during the 
movement of glaciers — and ice respectively. Erosion-
based lakes are formed when water is dammed by 
erosion-created depressions.
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• Top officials of India and South Korea on Friday discussed 

developments in the areas of disarmament and non-
proliferation relating to nuclear, chemical and biological 
domains.

• The two sides discussed developments in the field of 
disarmament and non-proliferation relating to nuclear, 
chemical and biological domains, as well as regional non-
proliferation issues, outer space security-related matters, 
conventional weapons, including AI in the military 
domain and multilateral export control regimes,
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