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For Dongria Kondhs, clearing their names from Naxal cases a priority before they vote

Satyasundar Barik
LAKHPADAR (ODISHA)

Decked in traditional at
tre, wih hairpins adorn-
ing her head, rings onall 10
fingers, and  colourful
beads around her neck,
Minjat Sikaka from the
Dongria Kondh tribe in the
secluded village of Lakhpa-
dar, nestled within (dish
' Niyamgrt hill cnge, ap
[rared as though she was
ready to grace @ social
gathering,

However, beneath the
facade of her attie les a
truth untold - she was pur
portedly persuaded into
strmendering as an active
cadve of the banned CPI
(Maoist), with the promise:
ofbeing paid 2 1akh under
the government’s suren-

Harisha B.C, and fellow
Dongria Kondh members.
But she was not ready for
this s it would have L
Delled her as Maoist and
{ainted her family name.
I Lakhpadar, where 32
fimilis reside, she was not

the sle inhabitant fcing

such allegations. Seven
other villagers have faced
Siich charges of alleged ties
with the oulawed CPI
(Maolst) over the past 15 1o
20 years, Two of them
ave since passed away,

This pattern - extends
beyond ~ Lakhpadar as
numerous Dongria Kondh
trbils have been detained
and sent tojail by the auth-
orities on- suspicion of
Maoistaflations.

Just ast year, nine Don:
gria Kondh tribals and an
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Dongla Kondhcommunty members gathe for a macting i Rayagada distrc;right) Minja Skaka ishasenuanacut

dropped by the police,
Frustrated by the cond
nued branding of their
community members a5
Naxalites along with their
sympathisers, they an-
nounced a boycott of the
tipcoming elections.

iad ties to leftawing extre
mism. | have been living
with my famly in Lakhpa-
dlar, and have visied cities
[ike Mumbai, Bhubanes-
war, Bhopal, Rayagada,
and the block headquar-
fers town of Kalyansingh-

Minjalisad.

“Bven though my family
struggles  financally, 1
would never accept 22k
10 surrender [to the pol
ice]" she added.

When asked to- conr
ment, Nilakantha Behera,

{hat it was an “old matter”,
Major political parties
rarely visit the scattered
settlements within Niyam-
i hil ange, deemingita
‘Waste" of time due to the
dispersed population.
“Weunderstand that we

cotting the elections, we
AN At least assert our exis
tence,” stated Ladda Sika-
ka, & community leader
Who faces numerous legal
cases, many of them relat
ed to alleged Maoist
connections,

"The Dongria trbes had
never encountered cases
telated to the CPI (Maolst)
unil they opposed the
bausite mining plan in i
yamgii . Our steadast
resistance led to the go-
vernment abandoning the
mining proposal, but we
are paying a heavy price
for saleguarding
biodversity”

In the arly 20005, the
Odisha Mining Corpora-
tion proposed bauxite min-
ing in Niyamgiri, a rich bio-
diversity forested region,

thining clearance required
consent from gram sabhas,
inchuding Dongria repre:
sentatives, paving the way
for what could be India’s
first environmental refe-
rendum. The Dongria
Kondhs - overwhelmingly
rejected the proposdl
Stating that Dongria
Kondhs are unairly bur-
doned with criminal cases
dhe to supposed connee
fions with 01 (Maoist),
Krushna Sikaka, recently
released on bail afer six
months of incarceration,
sald, “While the boyeott
ight seem insigniicant,
the underlying discontent
uns ar deeper”
Dongria Kondhs' villag-
¢ fall under issamkatak
Assembly - constituency.
ey ane represented by Ja
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The Dongria Kondh community is a section of the Ko
community of Odisha . They are identified as Particularly
Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PTGs) of Odisha

The Dongria Kondhs live in villages located in Niyamgiri
hill ranges of Eastern Ghats particularly in Rayagada
district.

Shifting cultivation with horticulture is their main sta
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Can green credits benefit India’s forests?

PARLEY

he Green Credit Programme,
wmsounced by the Enviroomest
Meistry (n October 2
market beeod mixh
ndresdals and companies can chie incentives
.th‘: y e’ foe comtributions b0

e |5 criicism tha these
wounvent exhong lws,

arly those that decd with forest
waservation. Can groen coodits beseds [ndla's
Dress? Vaibbay Charurvedi and [xbadtyo
imha discas ths & 3 comersation moderatod
w Jacob Keshy, Edted excerpls

Aaibdav, bow do you undirstand the green
redit progranmme as it stands oday?

dllTercnt ways Such 26 havieg @ o

ool poley that deecs sverybody b

ot at thve sk ¢ (pf('llv‘\- Butin
e

| afton
ndividuals and corpocadons

Dvbiandlieyn Shshoc: This s o basboaod
et mecToasim, and It g sy o s
eooes, Incduding forest and waste
Nansggement. Bt it mattess how you esecute |
und Ave thoaw implementing & sy

el chucBecypes? Whiat i h
ey 17 Th

wxpiertive

wine
"] idelnnes alone,

1 ooudd barve been betier 10 ks talking 4 very

vt view ol only phintieg trees m earn

wedits. &t has rmissed out on several other

spects 0l the ecawsem.

he pabdelines alm to incentivise the
“estoration of degraded forest land, A forest
-am degrade for a variety of ressons, natural
i man made. Afforestation may seom like
1 pesitive end in itsell, bet couldn’t there be
MegAtive consequences 1002 Such as
womocultures or promoting vegetation that
s not suitable for the place?

Thot's vl conmcer e, Bt 1 i mot apec e
credes programme. Indk) has
moted phesations and it has

Iy promesed monocutures m

povs. 11 possible that the grevs credit
secgrivmene Coubd have similar fllouts and you
b e b ca il o ae

£ oucabonss R

0y Chinnabianal b oukkL 1 s,

monocukure plantadons
As Debadityo i, this ls un ng
02 market hosed fo Ln ¥

A schime
ample, e
wse planters by

0 ree \uuw\wnl

% Rt solar plars. Belng 2 oxaber hasal
Hoenthe appmoacts, these s e o demaod
and suppy shde. b cobon made, the
commodky ks carbon crates. Here, Ll green
cradis

Tt plantations acsd monceultuns uvre also
Ariven by Incentives, Can vou rogmerate s
fovest ecosystem Lo a market mechankm
without compromibsheg on blodversity?

e Thwtw aiv twe apecin b u| e ks
ouste g (o e gl
Fotng; 1 do the plansathons, The gu dedines
Tecuire Stanes W |deatiy degracled torests within
(heir juradiction. Now, a fred is sot ot trews;
By within i1, W huse

L e

here can be open g

mete un X sl Gty The s of
the Central Inchas lindscape, the whaoke
Penmsuba, and LedrLadaidh soe noe dom
by brves. There ane bushes and moan
hat happens whuen plan
¢ wreas? There's o huge e
s 1ot sond) Blee the Compersatiry
Allieestuthon schemes. Where
tuve promosed plantations, we have sen
chsaster We have seen fonet deportooenes
promoting planianns by cdesring existing
vegetation, uprocting bocal rrees, planting big
g JOBs it tocnoes, Sex qn-w hes
can wspect el hoodh « R
regenecation, you don'
YU e Lo Jud pre

from disturbances, | 015 yeurs, we cin
Toree & gocd mtunal fovest suppocting
Nodnersty and benedong kcal commuesties

Lat's sy 0 1,000 tres are plasted, After twa
years, sn indopendent bocty will do o

wwrificatinn St lid's o sevidng § 000

e

“This preggramme enks up bypassang the
whoke forest desaance process just i hedp
The mchistries get groen crodkes

DREMADTTYO SN

trecs Ina particalar potch cams you one
green credit per tree. Now, the interesting
Ahing is, this could be conmected to volsmtary
carbon markets. In yoar experience in
market based mechantsms, we arc Gamillar
with carbon offsces as they are measurable
quantitics. Can you actually devise a logical
traiding system aroumd such a philosophy of
green credi and carbon?

WC: It b mporta (o look at the Luger plenare,
The Rarger pleiure s we wani to Inoen
tdhersty VLo

ofusing, andl thae sclence ls

b It csat woe willl mveves e
Tt s sy

|
ol schonce part s, do we lune ool
messurerment? An imperfect but resonable
e suremen e that a b aper setof
wcivty, el e ol v
wiwy with thut appevsndy | ook e g that we
it ©) Lo s Ly o ot 20t peefcs
meisure. [deally, the goreermment should fave s
bt ol money and there shoukd be o vend ke a
et mechamam; te gosvrment can already

alsle w0 1we

Ancd et s wherw soc bl scdinne oo

S these &irdde uf peogrameraes, W
1 in 3 dewly
naments whee
ey from especially the

Rasarw e b fiscad conde
OOy,
NI e beverighing o
e sctor ae good

Let's sy your've growing some fovests for
sequestering carbon, | cas understand that,
Bt bets say [ a desertar somse other
ecosystem trees don't work and you need
shrubs, for mstance, Now, you cam set a goal
of reviving the coosystem of this place, Cin
you sy o masy anits of coosysten revival
is cqual Lo the units of carbon that are
captured? And extend that to groumdwater
recharge and air pollution? Do you think all
Ihese criteria are commensurahle?

WO That's the biggest challenge with this market
fungbily. Let's sy In the carbon market.
these are ects, There
1 solar propct, there 153 cockaon n
there # & foeestston project, Litimately

v A thew rnin s bimdt o cibvin

and it cam be measured. In green crodes, ooe 1s
odrrersity erodit, e 12 wales comservation
the same pheeform,
enqute & credit of me unil of water conservation
with coe unk of ecosyssem restor;
funzitelity is not there and thot 1s o challenge.
The whele idea behind markees is
many sippliens and then msom ¢
the same commodiy, Th w you have
someehang tha bs dose perfect markes
a will end up having & fve
projects, which arv about waner conservation
And then on the demand vide abw m peaple
who e inserested hon. 50,
they will be hack
will 1l functico. Bus they are do
Tungithe commedities,

credin, How do ye

DS One Inparsant aspoct k& how gooen
credins will Influence mandatary compliances.
For exapie, a the cuse of orest charances, th
Ruldelines s the green credins earned from
these condons cun b while apphying for
funvst chisarances. And agaa, the pie lmm.\ cat
VOU St forest, w v
IvalRood? Cam you miske them wallonm
phace bs different, umique, So, these Is a problem
And 1k this s going with the assumption
That w e 04 gy 1o cospeusine of (v

Ny

iodstrial grouthy, ecuncesic growdh, thae i
somacing which is prinary. A% thise things sv
tahen care of, and ndustry shoud not be
thireatemed ot such a baw bs there So besdcally
It b ocrw of weow of duoiig busines.

Jusst 1o sl o that, thw wy this s
stroctured, do you thiak it chishes with amy
of our other emvirommental kiws?

5 Dfinitely. At Wast i this gbdelio, | can sev
cheantly the cLashies with the Porest Cc "
Act Flrst there’s no definition of fore
0 of degraded fovess, So, we énd uy

wheporisng apen el ecosysiems

and no

est, Sevood, this programme ends up
the whalke forest cleaeance |y
Jet 10 ey the iendustries gt green o
While applyieg (ior fovest clearance) they will

! ady green oredit, you pave me thy
sickly” Normally. you have stige
St Two i sep by sep process - and

(2

s

i A bomger provess bt idesd. This is becase

thiegs aee 3o Complic
y nuanced appn uhn-. you have to
all the peinciples of emaronmental ko, which
MWy B competmised 1 our country, So we
Soukd ke the sieps o srengthon #

EiiE
- Toluter (o the full ietervies

® ummwupm»n
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Green Credit Program (GCP )notified on 13th Octobe “EIE
2023 is an innovative market-based mechanism designed

to incentivize voluntary environmental actions across
diverse sectors, by various stakeholders like individuals,
communities, private sector industries, and companies.

The GCP aims to generate tradable green credits for
activities such as increasing forest cover, water
management, and sustainable agriculture through a

series of programmes for which the government has

issued guidelines.
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Rising incidence of IBD cases across the
globe is a cause for concern, say experts

Serena Josephine M.

The rising incidence of Inflammatory Bo-
wel Disense (IR0 across the globe has he-
oome a concem for doctors. While eardy
diagnosis is lacking, diagnosis in isclf is
challenging comssdering that other concdi
et il mabmake 18I,

“10IY 15 o shgnificant probleni. I eoaipris-
s Ulcerative Colitis and Crohn's Discase
and is characterised by inflammation. It is
different from britable Bowel Symdroms
which is ||||-|1mn|:|.1||r'llr wrn=infLamanatos
i, Jonathan Leghiomn, president, Ameri-
can Colkege of Gastroenterobogy, USA, said,

“Both Ulcerative Colitis and Crobm's Dis
casc are complox immunc mediated  dis
ease; there is a dysregulated inammme rea-
ponse. W do helieve there ane genetic
markers that contribute (o the discase but
not in isolation. There is a synorgy between
the external emvironment and gut bacte
ria;” he added. There is an increasing inci-
dence of IBD across the ghobe. induding in
North Amcrica and wesiern Europe. “The
prevalence is also rising... From 005% right
(15 I|||.-]:l||-'1.|'r|u'r willl Iverease 1o OUES In
america” he said

Early onset

There |3 also a rige i carly onset cases
amoag those under 18, For the Indian pei

spective, Vinest .'l.t||.|_|.|. Prolessodr of (as-
mroenterobogy, All India Institute of Medical
Sciences, New Delhi, has pinpointed a chal
lenge in diagnosing Crohn's disease, “We
have peculiar issues such as intestinal tu-
berculosis, which & common m India and
resembles Crohn's disease, The phenatype
i very similar, and so is the clinical presen
tation. As a result, the challenge is greater,”

hie sl

Omn incidence in India, Dr, Ahuja ob
served that lifeside changes have conrm-
bamed. “What was an unenmimon condi-
tion three decades ago has beocome more
common. Changes in lifestyle, 8 Wester
rused diet with hagh a1 and r|i.;,:|| SUET, pro
vessrd and poelaagead food eanse an insal
i e gl I"|1i|IIr:I.'.I'!I. Precipuiaing
inflammation.”

T. 5 Chandrasclar, founder and chick
pastrocnicrulogist. Modindia Hospitals and
Acaabenay, and the CGeosewmmar ol Amsrcan
Cillesge ol Cashossmserolngy, Hdin regon,
said the incidenoe of IBD has slmost dow
bled in Indiz from 19690 g0 2019, with 2 s
in the death rate a5 well

A atndy In Tamidl xadu shiwed that
there wars ninre caset of Crohn's IHeeoss
than Ulcerative Colids. Neacly 50% of IBD
werne Crohn's Discasc and 400 wene Ulcer
ative Colitis, It is important o catch pa
rients early w0 treanment is hetter, he sabd.

. Leighmmin nosed thae there is snill a de-
by in diagnosis, partcularly among the
voung. " The symploms of IBD cverlap with
Irritahle Hovael Syind e, Thig dioes dely
dizgnnsia. Indbidusts sich alarming symp-
toimes such a5 hleedime and severe abdomi-
nal pain need a complete evaluation.” he
said

Delay In diagnosis

There are other diseases thar mimic 18D,
and there is 4 need W male out infections
“There is no singe diagnoestic test jor Ul
ceratire Colitis or Crohn's Disease. It is a
combination of a plysical, labortony, and
endescopy. We have come o long way in
the wreatment of 1B Over the last 25
vears, biological therapy has emenged that

uses monochonal antibodies directed at
Hlammatory pathways. Biodogics have beer
developed 1o targe different garns of the in
Manmmmanory parlvagys to control the disease
therchy decreasing hospital stays and surger
ies. In addition, woe have developed smal
mclkecudes that can be green orally that hang
had o significant mpac.”

Rl saressed hat the enst was a chal
lenge. “There i no cure. kt is a lfelong dis
cuse. 50, in India, we arc looking at low cos
therapy such as favcal microbiota transplan
tatlon abong with vegular medication,” D
Ahiiga adided

Emvironmeental factors play a big rolc i
IBD, Dr. Leighton said, adding: “This
cludes smoking and antibiotics. There are
Tanman ansdies thar Tave proved the mle o
chist, Tt woe dio think sonvee fossds such as sup
¢r processod loods have the potential w b
prov intlammatory, A healthy dict avoiding
highly processed food, and consuming who
Tesome finoad — for instance a Mediterranear
et — i recnmmended

Dr. Alngja said paticnts are advised
avokd being restrictive abowt thelr dict o
they cmild become malnouriahed, “Avalkd
processed foods. We have an anri-inflamims
tory dier of curd and bunermilk, and les
milk, more rice and millets, fruits, and veget
ables, Aokl red meat and consume fish, This
s 1o hee ho"l|||'||| 2 e waied
S, ananiah i o ki)

~

For fesdback and suggestions
foer “Scierace’, please write 1o
wienta@thahindu, oo.in

with the subject 'Daily page
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Inflammatory bowel disease (IBD) is a term for two
conditions (Crohn’s disease and ulcerative colitis) that
are characterized by chronic inflammation of the
gastrointestinal (Gl) tract. Prolonged inflammation
results in damage to the Gl tract.
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Intellectual property: India features
yet again on U.S. ‘priority watch list’

Amiti Sen
NEW DELHI

The U.S. has once again in-
cluded India in the ‘priori-
ty watch list” of countries,
along with China, Russia,
Venezuela, and three oth-
ers, for alleged problems
related to 1P protection
and enforcement, and has
said there will be particu-
larly intense bilateral en-
gagement on the matter
during the coming vear.

There has been progress
under the U.S.-India Trade
Policy Forum in addressing
issues of trademark infrin-
gement investigations and
pre-grant apposition pro-
ceedings, but numerous
long-standing concerns re-
main, per the US. Trade
Representative’s 2024 Spe-
cial 301 report released on
Thursday.

‘High online piracy’

“These include inadequate
1P enforcement, including
high rates of online piracy,
an extensive trademark op-
position backlog, and in-

enfliciont logal moeance tna

Under the radar; India has been on the “priority watch' list of
countries for many years. REUTERS

protect trade secrets.” it
said.

Among other things, In-
dia still needs to fully im-
plement the WIPO Internet
Treaties and ensure that
copyright statutory licenc-
es do not extend to interac-
tive transmissions,” the re
port added.

The USTR releases the
Special 301 Report annual-
Iy, highlighting the state of
1P protection and enforce-
ment regimes in various
countries it trades with.

India has been on the

‘mrinrity wateh’  lier af

countries for many years,
which, according to the
USTR office, indicates that
serious problems exist in
the country concerning 1P
protection, enforcement,
or market access for Amer-
icans relying on IP,

India’s stance

New Delhi, however, has
always maintained that its
intellectual property laws
were in strict adherence to
the WTO's Trade Related
Intellectual Property
Rights (TRIPS) Agreement

and that ir wae nat hosind

hy any global rules to make
changes in its laws.

No action is threatened
by the U.S. against coun-
tries on the ‘priority watch
list’, but if a country slips
further and is categorised a
‘priority country’, Wash-
ington may impose ‘retalia-
tory’ measures. Indonesia,
Chile, and Argentina are
the other countries on the
‘priority watch list”,

Other trading partners
Twenty trading partners
are on the ‘watch list’, in-
cluding countries that the
U.S. believes merit bilateral
attention to address under-
lying TP problems but are
better than the ‘priority
watch list* countries.

Algeria, Barbados, Bela-
rus, Bolivia, Brazil, Bulga-
ria, Canada, Colombia,
Ecuador, Egypt, Guatema
la, Mexico, Pakistan, Para-
guay, Peru, Thailand, Tri-
nidad  and  Tobago,
Tirkiye, Turkmenistan,
and Vietham are on the
‘watch list’.

(The writer is with The

Hind hacinseclinal
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The Office of the United States Trade Representative
(USTR) today released its 2024 Special 301 Report on the
adequacy and effectiveness of U.S. trading partners’
protection and enforcement of intellectual property (IP)
rights.

It has once again included India in the ‘priority watch list’
of countries, along with China, Russia, Venezuela, and
three others, for alleged problems related to IP
protection and enforcement



HEADLINES OF THE DAY e EXT

|
i+ The Indian Historical Records Commission (IHRC), an Gl
PIB- Miscellaneous ; apex advisory body on archival matters, acts as an all-
e : India forum of creators, custodians and users of records
e i to advise the Government of India on the management

Indian Historical Records Commission (IHRC) Adopts a New Logo and Motto ! of records and their use for historical research.

; Established in 1919, the IHRC is headed by the Union

Announcement of Winner of Logo & Motto designs Competition for [HRC Minister of Culture.

Posted On: 25 APR 2024 2:41PM by PIE Delhi

The Indian Historical Records Comeission (THRC), an apex advisory body on archival matters, acts & an all-India forum of creators, custodians and users of records to
advise the Government of India on the management of records and their use for historical research. Established in 1919, the THRC & headed by the Union Minister of
Coltore.

In order to visually communicate the unique ideatity of IHRC and the ethos that it represents, an online competition was launched in 2023 on MyGov portal to vite the

desizns for logo and motto, and in response a total 436 entries were received.

The following entry for logo and motto submitted by Shri Shavrya Pratap Singh (Dethi) was selected for the logo as well as the motto of the [HRC:

ST
ln‘dian.
— Historical
#

ti Records
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