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the history of voting process
• In the first two general elections of 1952 and 1957, a 

separate box was placed for each candidate with their 
election symbol. Voters had to drop a blank ballot paper 
into the box of the candidate whom they wanted to vote 
for. Thereafter from the third election, the ballot paper 
with names of candidate and their symbols was 
introduced with voters putting a stamp on the candidate 
of their choice.

• The EVM was introduced on a trial basis in 1982 in the 
Assembly constituency of Paravur in Kerala. 

• The Supreme Court in various judgments has upheld the 
validity of using EVMs in elections. In the 2004 general 
elections to the Lok Sabha, EVMs were used in all 543 
constituencies.

• In Subramanian Swamy versus Election Commission of 
India (2013), the Supreme Court ruled that a paper trail 
is an indispensable requirement for free and fair 
elections.
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The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to facilitate 
wider non-resident participation in the Sovereign Green 
Bonds by permitting eligible foreign investors in the 
International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) to invest in 
such bonds.
• Allowing FIIs to invest in India’s green projects widens 

the pool of capital available to fund the country’s 
ambitious 2070 net zero goals, ensuring 50% of India’s 
energy comes from non-fossil fuel based sources and to 
reduce the carbon intensity of the nation’s economy by 
45%, as pledged by Prime Minister Narendra Modi at 
COP26 in Glasgow 2021.

Do you know ?
• SGrBs are a kind of government debt that specifically 

funds projects attempting to accelerate India’s transition 
to a low carbon economy.

• SGrBs yield lower interest than conventional G-Secs, and 
the amount foregone by a bank by investing in them is 
called a greenium.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 15 The International Monetary Fund (IMF)raised its growth 
projection for India’s GDP in the current fiscal year 2024/25 
to 6.8%, and forecast a 6.5% expansion next year
It projected global output growth in 2024 and 2025 at 3.2%, 
after bottoming out at at 2.3% at the end of 2022.
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The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page 20 • Three fish species in the Laccadive Sea have been found 
to be capable of using tools. They used live or dead coral 
structures as anvils to break the hard shells of sea 
urchins so they could get to the edible bits inside

• The Laccadive Sea is a body of water near the 
southwestern coast of India. 

• It is part of the immense Indian Ocean,
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Jeff Bezos-led space startup Blue Origin this month revealed 
the six-person crew that will be flying on its NS-25 mission.
• NS-25 mission also includes Gopi Thotakura, who could 

become the first Indian space tourist in history.
• This mission will be the seventh human flight for the 

New Shepard programme and the 25th in its history. To 
date, the programme has flown 31 humans above 
the Karman line, the proposed conventional boundary 
between Earth's atmosphere and outer space.

• New Shepard is a fully reusable sub-orbital launch 
vehicle developed for space tourism by Blue Origin.

• New Shepard’s engine is fuelled by highly efficient liquid 
oxygen and hydrogen
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