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• The term ‘hydrocarbon’ is self-explanatory which means 

compounds of carbon and hydrogen only. Hydrocarbons 
play a key role in our daily life

• Hydrocarbons are of different types. 
• Depending upon the types of carbon-carbon bonds 

present, they can be classified into three main categories 
– (i) saturated Hydrocarbons are the important sources 
of energy. 

• (ii) unsaturated and (iii) aromatic hydrocarbons
• The most common forms in which these hydrocarbons 

exist in subterranean rock formations are natural gas, 
coal, crude oil, and petroleum.

• They are usually found in underground reservoirs 
created when a more resistant rock type overlays a less 
resistant one, in effect creating a lid that causes 
hydrocarbons to accumulate below it. 

• Such formations are important because otherwise, the 
hydrocarbons would float to the surface and dissipate.
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Parkinson’s disease is a neurodegenerative movement 
disorder thatprogresses relentlessly. It gradually impairs a 
person’s ability to function until they ultimately become 
immobile and often develop dementia. In the U.S. alone, 
over a million people are afflicted with Parkinson’s, andnew
casesandoverall numbersare steadily increasing.
There is currently no treatment to slow or halt Parkinson’s 
disease. Available drugs don’t slow disease progression and 
can treat only certain symptoms.
• Many factors may contributeto the development of 

Parkinson’s, both environmental and genetic. Until 
recently, underlying genetic causes of the disease were 
unknown. Most cases of Parkinson’s aren’t inherited but 
sporadic, andearly studiessuggested a genetic basis was 
improbable.
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The Hindu-IR(GSII)/Economy(GSIII)
. The Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA)
Recently, India and South Africa had sought TRIPS (The 
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual 
Property Rights) waiver related to COVID-19 innovations. 
The TRIPS waiver was sought to meet requirements of 
indigenous technological innovation and independent 
scientific research to produce COVID vaccines.
While this garnered support for India from the developing 

world, even when the EU and U.S. stood against the grant of 
TRIPS waiver at the WTO, the Modi government granted 
major IP concessions to EFTA.
Do you know ?
India’s free trade agreement (FTA) with Switzerland, 
Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein as partners is a 
completely new architecture. The Trade and Economic 
Partnership Agreement (TEPA) with the four-nation group 
known as the European Free Trade Association (EFTA), 
include provisions on intellectual property (IP) and 
investment protection and promotion
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PIB-Defence (GSIII)
• The Indian Army contingent departed today for the 

5th edition of India- Uzbekistan joint military Exercise 
DUSTLIK. The Exercise is scheduled to be conducted from 
15th to 28th April 2024 at Termez, the Republic of 
Uzbekistan. Exercise DUSTLIK is a yearly event conducted 
alternatively in India and Uzbekistan. Last edition was 
conducted at Pithoragarh (India) in February 2023.

• Aim of Exercise DUSTLIK is to foster military cooperation 
and enhance combined capabilities to execute joint 
operations in mountainous as well as semi urban terrain. 
It would focus on high degree of physical fitness, joint 
planning, joint tactical drills and basics of special arms 
skills.
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AIR-IR (GSII)
• The 16th Meeting of India-France Joint Working Group 

on Counter Terrorism was held in New Delhi on 15 April 
2024.

• Both sides exchanged views on the terrorist threats in 
their respective regions, including State-sponsored, 
cross-border terrorism in South Asia, Africa and the 
Middle East, besides terror activities in the Af-Pak region.

• The two sides assessed counter terrorism challenges, 
including the use of new and emerging technologies by 
terrorists, misuse of internet for terrorist purposes, 
radicalisation and terror financing. Anti-India separatist 
activities, and countering terror financing, organised
crime and narco-terror network also featured in the 
discussions. The Indian side presented its viewpoints on 
NMFT and FATF, which led to an exchange of respective 
positions by the two sides.

• Both sides emphasised the importance of strengthening 
counter-terrorism cooperation through exchange of 
information, capacity building, training programmes & 
exercises, and cooperation at the multilateral fora, such 
as the UN, FATF and NMFT.
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