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HEADLINES OF THEDAY EXT

1 Tiger Triumph, the India, U.S. tri-Service Humanitarian
The Hindu-Defence(GSlIl)-Page 5 ! Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR) exercise commenced

on the Eastern seaboard on Monday and will continue till
Oprs lilke Tigoer ' March 31.

B 1Lt L AR 1 I “The exercise is aimed at developing interoperability for
Phuwuildd truasto

I e TS T2 . conducting HADR operations and refine Standard Operating
Irncdiaa., ULST Procedures (SOPs) to enable rapid and smooth coordination
! between forces of both countries
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‘GeM may offer works contracts’

The procurement portal wants works contracts for construction projects to also be bid out through the platform with a

transparent monitoring mechanism; procurements through the GeM platform this year rises past the ¥4 lakh crore mark

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Government e-
I Marketplace
(GeM), an online

platform for public pro-
curement of goods and ser-
vices, plans to seek the
Centre’s approval to ena
ble work contracts for con-
struction and building pro-
jects to also be bid out
through the platform with
a transparent monitoring
I'I'l(‘l'hill'li\m to assess I‘hl'
progress in such contracts,

This is part of a broader
reboot of the GeM plat-
form, which is now used
for everything from critical

Better practices

GeM says it wants to expedite the tendering process for public
works contracts and attract contractors across India

u Currently, the tendering process
for public procurement is often time

d(‘rl‘l'lf(‘ pm('un'rm'nrs to
services like aircraft char-
tering and printing of elec-
tion-related material, its
chief executive officer P. K.
Singh said on Friday.

consuming and attracts
only local contractors

# Total GMV of

d procurement via the GeM
platform doubled from
%201 lakh crore in 2022-23

®'Platform now used even
for defence procurement’

The planned upgrade
includes a revamp of its on-
line interface to switch to
an open Application Pro-
gramming Interface (APT)
architecture, that will al-

low individual ~depart-
ments, States, and local
bodies to create custo-
mised micro-procurement
portals with multi-lingual
interfaces and flexibilities
for local rules.

On Thursday evening, a
service procurement order
from the State Bank of In-
dia worth about %400
crore pushed the total
gross merchandise value of
pF()CllTL‘l'I'lL’I'lTS done
through the GeM platform
this year beyond the ¥
lakh crore mark-double
the ¥2.01 lakh crore record-
ed in 202223,

On work contracts, Mr.
Singh said the tendering

process is often time-con-
suming, starting with the
need to draft Requests for
Proposals that can take six
months to a year, and the
tendering process often at-
tracts only local contrac-
tors and also faces delays.

If the GeM is allowed for
such projects, a contractor
in Kerala can bid for work
in Rajasthan and the pro-
ject’s progress can be mon-
itored online. Milestone-
linked payments released
electronically which save
contractors from having to
pursue officers, and post-
contract management fea-
tures can also be included,
the GeM CEO said.

-

NEXT
[1[A|S]

Government e Marketplace (GeM) is a 100 percent
Government owned & National Public Procurement
Portal.

It is developed to facilitate the procurement of goods
and services by various government departments,
agencies, and public sector undertakings.

It was launched in August 2016 as a part of the
government's "Digital India" initiative to bring
transparency, efficiency, and cost-effectiveness to public
procurement. GeM aims to simplify the public
procurement process, reduce paperwork, and promote
the use of digital technology for government
procurement.
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Power threat to the bustard

The Centre has told the SC that it is not possible to put power lines underground in the habitat of the Great
Indian Bustard. What s the nature of the threat to the bird, and how valid is the Centre's argument?
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inthewid / Ramgarh
INDIA .
Jaisalmer,
Windmills and power transmission
lines criss-cross the last refuge of the
PAKISTAN Great Indian Bustard, in Thar desert.

work should be sent underground in key
habitats of the GIB

Arguments of the Centre
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Great Indian Bustard is the State bird of Rajasthan.
Habitat and Distribution : It inhabits arid and semi-arid
grasslands with scattered short scrub and bushes etc. Today
the population is confined mostly to Rajasthan and Gujarat.
Small populations are found in Maharashtra, Karnataka and
Andhra Pradesh.

Threats : It has been facing a threat to their survival because
of intensive agricultural practices, laying of power lines and
industrialisation.

Protection status : Listed in Schedule | of the Indian Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, in Appendix | of CITES, as Critically
Endangered on the IUCN Red List
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cVIGIL is an innovative mobile application for citizens to
report Model Code of Conduct and Expenditure violations
during the elections. ‘cVIGIL stands for Vigilant Citizen and
emphasizes the proactive and responsible role citizens can
play in the conduct of free and fair elections.

The new cVIGIL app launched by Election Commission of
India

PIB-Polity and Governance(GSlI)

Elcton Conmission

ECI's C-Vigi app a big it with voters: over 79,000 violations reported so far
through the complaints app since announcement of General Elections; 99 % cases
(isposed of
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Ministry of Defence

INDIA - MOZAMBIQUE -TANZANIATRILATERAL (IMT TRILAT 24) EXERCISE
CONCLUDES AT NACALA, MOZAMBIQUE

Posted On: 29 MAR 2024 1:01PM by PIB Delhi

* The second edition of India-Mozambique-Tanzania

N

NEXT
1 AS]

Trilateral Exercise concluded at Nacala, Mozambique.

* The week-long exercise underscores the importance of

enhanced maritime cooperation and interoperability
between the Navies of India, Mozambique, and
Tanzania.
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* ‘Bharat Ratna’, the highest civilian Award of the cou
was instituted in the year 1954.

* Any person without distinction of race, occupation,
position or sex is eligible for these awards.

* Itisawarded in recognition of exceptional
service/performance of the highest order in any field of
human endeavour.

 The recommendations for Bharat Ratna are made by the
Prime Minister himself to the President. No formal
recommendations for this are necessary. .

e The Award does not carry any monetary grant.

Air: Miscellaneous

Prez Droupadi Murmu To Present Bharat Ratna Awards At
Rashtrapati Bhavan

Karpoori Thakur M. S. Swaminathan L K Advani



