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• The ICI measures combined and individual performance 

of production of eight core industries viz. Cement, Coal, 
Crude Oil, Electricity, Fertilizers, Natural Gas, Refinery 
Products and Steel. 

• The Eight Core Industries comprise 40.27 percent of the 
weight of items included in the Index of Industrial 
Production (IIP).
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• Leading space-tech company Skyroot Aerospace 

successfully test-fired stage-2 of its Vikram-1 launch 
vehicle at the propulsion testbed of the Indian Space 
Research Organisation (ISRO) at Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.

• Launch vehicles comprise multiple stages.
• Stage-2, called Kalam-250, is critical during the ascent of 

the launch vehicle since it will propel the rocket through 
the earth’s atmosphere and into the vacuum of space.

• The Vikram-1 launch will be a landmark event for the 
Indian space sector as it will be the country’s first private 
orbital rocket launch.It follows the suborbital launch of 
India’s first private rocket — the Vikram-S by Skyroot in 
November 2022

• The Kalam-250 is a high-strength carbon composite 
rocket motor, which uses solid fuel and a high-
performance Ethylene-Propylene-Diene terpolymers
Thermal Protection System.
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• The Kerala High Court has held that a child charged with 

the offences under the Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012, is to be prosecuted 
as per the provisions of the Juvenile Justice (Care and 
Protection of Children) (JJ) Act.

• The court observed that “Child’ was not defined in the 
POCSO Act whereas it is defined in the JJ Act, 2015.

• Section 2(12) of the JJ Act, defined a child to be a person 
who has not completed 18 years of age.

•
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• India has consistently topped the global list of countries 

imposing internet bans, with approximately 60% of all 
recorded blackouts worldwide.

• Shutdowns have been implemented citing reasons such 
as national security and threats to public order, with 
notable instances during protests against the Citizenship 
Amendment Act, the abrogation of Article 370, and the 
introduction of Farm Bills.

• Indian States and Union Territories can impose 
shutdowns only in cases of a ‘public emergency’ or in the 
interest of ‘public safety,’ as per the Indian Telegraph Act.
• However, the law lacks clear definitions for what 

constitutes an emergency or safety issue.
• The Supreme Court, in the landmark Anuradha Bhasin v. 

Union of India case, reiterated that internet shutdowns 
violate fundamental rights to freedom of expression and 
shutdowns lasting indefinitely are unconstitutional.
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AFSPA gives armed forces the power to maintain public 
order in “disturbed areas”. They have the authority to 
prohibit a gathering of five or more persons in an area, can 
use force or even open fire after giving due warning if they 
feel a person is in contravention of the law. If reasonable 
suspicion exists, the army can also arrest a person without a 
warrant; enter or search a premises without a warrant; and 
ban the possession of firearms.
Do you know ?
A disturbed area is one which is declared by notification 
under Section 3 of the AFSPA. An area can be disturbed due 
to differences or disputes between members of different 
religious, racial, language or regional groups or castes or 
communities. The Central Government, or the Governor of 
the State or administrator of the Union Territory can declare 
the whole or part of the State or Union Territory as a 
disturbed area.
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• Households across the globe wasted over one billion 

meals a day in 2022, even as 783 million people 
struggled with hunger and a third of humanity faced 
food insecurity, according to the Food Waste Index 
Report 2024, a study jointly authored by the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and WRAP 
(Waste and Resources Action Programme), a U.K.-based 
non-profit.

• The report noted that in 2022, there were 1.05 billion 
tonnes of food waste generated (including inedible 
parts), amounting to 132 kilograms per capita and almost 
one-fifth of all food available to consumers. 

• The report stressed the importance of expanding and 
strengthening data infrastructure to enable the tracking 
and monitoring of food waste.

• At present, only four G-20 countries (Australia, Japan, 
U.K., U.S.) and the European Union have food waste 
estimates suitable for tracking progress to 2030.
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Bharat Biotech International Limited, in collaboration with 
Biofabri, has started a series of clinical trials in adults in the 
country to evaluate the safety, immunogenicity and efficacy 
of MTBVAC- the first vaccine against tuberculosis derived 
from a human source.
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• Bird flu, also known as avian flu, refers to an infectious 

viral illness that mainly infects and spreads among 
poultry and some wild birds. 

• There are different strains of bird flu virus, which have 
been circulating for a very long time among at least 100 
bird species,

• Since 2020, a highly pathogenic type of bird flu, H5N1, 
has been spreading across the globe, posing an 
existential threat to birds and wildlife. 

• The virus has infected birds in more than 80 countries (as 
of December 2023) .
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• Article 200 of the Constitution states that after a Bill has 

been passed by the state legislature, “it shall be 
presented to the Governor”. The Governor, then, has 
options: give assent to the Bill, withhold assent, or 
reserve the Bill for consideration by the President.

• In situations where a Bill is sent to the President for 
consideration, the President can either give or withhold 
assent. This is dealt with in Article 201.

• If assent is withheld, the President requests the 
Governor to return the Bill to the state legislature for 
reconsideration. 
• The state government then has six months to 

reconsider the Bill — failing to do so results in its 
lapsing.

• If the Bill is passed once again by the state legislature, it 
must be sent back to the President who, unlike the 
Governor, is under no obligation to give assent when 
assessing the reconsidered Bill. 
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