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• The European Union launched probes into whether 

Apple, Alphabet and Meta violated a new law, the Digital 
Markets Act (DMA)
• The companies could be fined up to 10% of their 

global revenues and 20% for repeat infringements 
of the DMA.

• The Digital Markets Act is the EU’s law to make the 
markets in the digital sector fairer and more contestable.

• The DMA fully came into effect on March 7 and seeks to 
regulate large online companies called ‘gatekeepers’, 
whose products and services are used by some 450 
million EU users. 

Do you know ?
Gatekeepers are large digital platforms providing so called 
core platform services, such as online search engines, app 
stores, messenger services. 

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



AIR: Culture • Dol Purnima, also known as Dolo Jatra, Doul Utsav or 
Deul, is a Hindu swing festival celebrated in the states of 
Bengal, Rajasthan, Assam, Tripura, Gujarat, etc during 
the Holi festival. 

• The festival honours the divine couple, Radha and 
Krishna.
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The Hindu-Governance-Page 10 • Section 123(3) of the Representation of the People Act, 
1951 (RP Act) provides that appeals by a candidate, or 
any other person with the consent of a candidate, to 
vote or refrain from voting on the grounds of his religion, 
race, caste, community or language is a corrupt electoral 
practice. 

• Section 123(3A) denounces any attempt by a candidate 
to promote feelings of enmity or hatred among citizens 
on these grounds during elections. The RP Act further 
provides that anyone found guilty of corrupt electoral 
practice can be debarred from contesting elections for a 
maximum period of up to six years.

• The Model Code of Conduct (MCC), provides that no 
party or candidate shall indulge in any activity that may 
aggravate existing differences or create mutual hatred, or 
cause tension between different castes, religious or 
linguistic communities. 
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• A cornerstone of the election planning process is the 

District Election Management Plan (DEMP).
• As per the Election Commission of India, the DEMP is to 

be prepared at least six months before the tentative poll 
day. However, many things become clearer as the 
election is notified, so it becomes necessary to 
revise/update the plan occasionally. 

• Executing the DEMP requires a collaborative effort 
involving election officials, administrative authorities, law 
enforcement agencies etc. Regular interactions with 
political parties and media are also planned to brief 
them on electoral rules.

• The plan starts with a district profile that serves as the 
foundation of the electoral strategy. This includes a 
political map outlining constituencies, key demographic 
and infrastructure statistics, a brief on the district’s 
administrative setup and socio-economic features.

• The plan encompasses detailed strategies for improving 
the availability and accessibility of polling stations, 
ensuring that all stations have essential facilities like 
ramps, electricity, lighting, drinking water, toilets, and 
internet connectivity.
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The Hindu-Space • The International Astronomical Union (IAU) working 
group for Planetary System Nomenclature has approved 
the name “Statio Shiv Shakti” for the landing site of 
Chandrayaan-3’s Vikram lander.

• Planetary nomenclature, like terrestrial nomenclature, is 
used to uniquely identify a feature on the surface of a 
planet or satellite so that it can be easily located, 
described, and discussed.

• The Gazetteer of Planetary Nomenclature “contains 
detailed information about all names of topographic and 
albedo features on planets and satellites [and some 
planetary ring and ring-gap systems] that the IAU has 
named and approved from its founding in 1919 through 
the present time”.

• The IAU is the internationally recognised authority for 
assigning names to planetary surface features. 
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