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The Supreme Court constituted an expert committee to 
balance the conservation and protection of the Great Indian 
Bustard bird population 
Scientific Name: Ardeotis nigriceps

One of the heaviest flying birds endemic to the Indian 
subcontinent.
State Bird of Rajasthan

Habitat:
Untamed, Arid grasslands.
A Maximum number of GIBs were found in Jaisalmer 
and the Indian Army-controlled field firing range near 
Pokhran, Rajasthan.
Other areas: Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh.

Protection Status:
IUCN Status: Critically Endangered.
Listed in Wildlife Protection Act’s Schedule 1.
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News
• The Supreme Court has formed an expert panel to 

balance the Great Indian Bustard bird conservation with 
sustainable energy goals.  

Scientific Name: Ardeotis nigriceps
• One of the heaviest flying birds endemic to the Indian 

subcontinent.
• State Bird of Rajasthan.
Habitat:
• Arid grasslands.
• A Maximum number of GIBs are found in Jaisalmer and 

the Indian Army-controlled field firing range near 
Pokhran, Rajasthan.

• Other areas: Gujarat, Maharashtra, Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh.

Protection Status:
IUCN Status: Critically Endangered.
Listed in Wildlife Protection Act’s Schedule 1.
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News
• Timely treatment can limit disability in children with 

Juvenile Arthritis.
About
• Juvenile arthritis, often referred to as JA, is an umbrella 

term for a group of chronic autoimmune diseases 
characterized by joint inflammation.

• The body’s immune system mistakenly attacks its own 
cells and tissues. However, the exact causes of this 
condition remain elusive.

• JA can impact children ranging from toddlers to 
teenagers. 

Symptoms and diagnosis
• Morning stiffness and joint inflammation.
• It may also lead to eye inflammation, resulting in blurred 

vision, dryness, or conjunctivitis.
Treatment
• Juvenile arthritis cannot be prevented, and there is no 

cure for it. 
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News
• The launch of AgniKul “Agnibaan SOrTeD” has been 

postponed due to technical issues. 

About
• Agnikul Cosmos Private Limited was incubated at the 

Indian Institute of Technology – Madras (IIT-Madras). It 
builds dedicated, fully customizable & transportable 
launch vehicles for small satellites to Low Earth Orbits 
(LEO) called Agnibaan.

• The launch vehicle- Agnibaan is powered by a single-
piece 3D-printed engine that can be made in 72 hours 
without any human intervention. 

• It is compatible with the mobile launchpad called 
“Dhanush” which makes the launch location-agnostic.
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PIB: IR
• The fourth edition of the Shanghai Cooperation 

Organisation (SCO) Startup Forum was organized on 19th 
March 2024 in New Delhi. 

• The initiative focused on broadening startup interactions 
among the SCO Member States, fostering an 
environment conducive to innovation, promoting job 
creation, and inspiring young talent to develop 
innovative solutions.

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
• It is a permanent intergovernmental international 

organization, comprising Member States namely India, 
Iran, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russia, 
Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB: IR 
News
• International Telecommunication Union elected India as 

co-chair of its Digital Innovation Board.

About
• ITU is the United Nations specialized agency for 

information and communication technologies (ICTs). 
• The Organization is made up of a membership of 193 

Member States and more than 1000 companies, 
universities and international and regional organizations.

• Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, and with 
regional offices on every continent.

• ITU is the oldest agency in the UN family – connecting 
the world since the dawn of the telegraph in 1865.
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Air: IR • India has launched Operation Indravati to evacuate its 
nationals from Haiti to the Dominican Republic.

• India doesn't have an embassy in Haiti
• 12 Indians have been evacuated.
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PIB: Defence
News
• INS Tir and INS Sujata will participate in the second 

edition of the India Mozambique Tanzania (IMT) Tri-
Lateral (TRILAT) Exercise, a joint maritime exercise 
scheduled from 21-29 Mar 24. 

About
• The exercise aims at capability development to address 

common threats through training and sharing of best 
practices, enhancing interoperability, and strengthening 
maritime cooperation. 

• The first edition of the IMT TRILAT exercise was 
conducted in Oct 2022
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