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• The International Criminal Police Organization, more 

commonly known as Interpol, comprising 194 member 
countries, plays a crucial role as an information-sharing 
network to enable national police forces to combat 
transnational crimes. Concerns have been raised about 
the misuse of Interpol’s notice system, especially the 
issuance of blue corner notices, which are less 
scrutinised than their red corner notices. Critics argue 
that countries often exploit existing protocols to target 
political refugees and dissidents.

What is a “blue corner” notice?
There are seven types of notices issued by Interpol — Red 
Notice, Yellow Notice, Blue Notice, Black Notice, Green 
Notice, Orange Notice, and Purple Notice.
• A blue corner notice also known as an “enquiry notice” 

allows police forces in member states to share critical 
crime-related information such as obtaining a person’s 
criminal record, and location and, having his or her 
identity verified among others. For instance, in January 
2020, Interpol issued a blue corner notice to help locate 
fugitive self-styled godman Nithyananda.
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The Centre has accorded approval for procurement of more 
than 200 BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles and associated 
equipment for the Indian Navy at a cost of around ₹19,000 
crore, people familiar with the matter said on Thursday.
• Proposal approved by the Cabinet Committee on 

Security entails acquisition of a mix of BrahMos missiles 
having a range of around 290 km and the latest extended 
range variant of the weapon with a range of around 450 
km.

• The BrahMos is the main weapon for anti-ship and attack 
operations for the Indian navy warships which have been 
regularly firing the weapon system. 

• The BrahMos Aerospace is a joint venture of India and 
Russia and produces supersonic cruise missiles that can 
be launched from submarines, ships, aircraft, or land 
platforms.
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• Guinea worm disease, also called dracunculiasis, is the 

work of the Guinea worm (Dracunculus medinensis), 
whose infamy dates back to biblical times, when it was 
called the “fiery serpent” and whose presence 
researchers have confirmed in Egyptian mummies.

• Individuals whose bodies the worm has entered first 
experience a painful blister, usually on a lower limb. 
When seeking relief, they may immerse the affected area 
in water, which prompts the worm to emerge and 
release hundreds of thousands of larvae, potentially 
contaminating communal water sources and 
perpetuating the infection cycle.

• While a worm by itself is not lethal, it debilitates those 
whom it infects and prevents them from earning their 
livelihoods.It manifests as a painful skin lesion as the 
adult worm — sometimes up to a meter long —
emerges. 
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• A ritual and a celebration that has no parallel anywhere 

in the world is the grand Mahamastakabhisheka that 
takes place in Shravanabelagola, Karnataka. It happens 
once in 12 years and is a grand spectacle that people 
wait for with bated breath.

• Mahamastakabhisheka is the abhisheka or anointment of 
the massive statue of Gomateshwara also known as 
Bahubali that stands atop the Vindhyagiri Hill in the town 
of Shravanabelagola of Hassan District, Karnataka.
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• visceral leishmaniasis is a parasitic infection transmitted 

by sandflies. 
• Visceral leishmaniasis is commonly known as kala-azar 

(KA), a word coined in the late nineteenth century in 
India, which means “black disease”, referring to the 
greyish or blackish discoloration of the skin during 
infection, from the Hindi word for black (kala) and the 
Persian word for disease (azar).

• Kala-azar is a slow progressing indigenous disease caused 
by a protozoan parasite of genus Leishmania

• In India Leishmania donovani is the only parasite causing 
this disease

• It is characterized by irregular bouts of fever, weight loss, 
enlargement of the spleen and liver, and anaemia. Most 
cases occur in Brazil, east Africa and India

• It causes fever, weight loss, spleen and liver 
enlargement.
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• Kiru Hydel Project is being constructed between the 

existing Kirthai II (upstream) and Kwar (downstream) 
hydel power projects, at an estimated cost of Rs 4,287 
crore. 

• It will be developed near the convergence point of river 
Chenab and the Singad and Bela streams, near the 
Patharnakki and Kiru villages in Kishtwar district.

• The deadline for initiating commercial operations is July 
2025.
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• Located on the frontlines in the east of Ukraine, Avdiivka

had been a major centre of resistance, blocking further 
Russian advance. It has seen war since 2014, when 
Russia staged a ‘military intervention’ in eastern Ukraine, 
and was thus heavily fortified.

• Avdiivka is close to the city of Donetsk, which Russia has 
occupied.
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