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Are Interpol’s notices being
politically exploited?

How do Bhue comer noticesdifler from red comer notices n terms ofiming and purpose? Whatsteps has

Auratrika Bhaumik

The story sa far:

he Interngtional Criminal
T Police Organization, raore

comonly known s terpol,

comprising 194 mentber

countries, plays 4 cructa role s an
mformationsharing nefwork tn engblz
national police forces to combat
fransnational crines, Concerns have been
raised about the misuse of Interpol s
notice system, especilly the issuance of
lue cormer notices, which are e
serufinised than their red comer notices.
(i angue that countries often explot

Interpol taken {0 ackdres riicsm and enhance oversight of ts notice ystem?”

There are sever types of notices issued by - decision. The country issuing the request
Tnterpol = Rect Notice, Yellow Notice, Blue  need notbe the home country of the

Notice, Black Notice, Green Notice,
(Orange Notice, and Purple Notice
Ablue comer notice also known as an
“enguiry notice” allows police orces in
member sates tosharecritcal
crime-related information such s
abtaining a persn's criminal record, and
location and, having his or her identity
veriied among others. For instance, in
Janary 2020, Interpol issued  blue
comer notice fo help locate fugiive
selfstyked godman Nithyananda,

How does it differ from a “red

fugtve, Interpol acts even on the request
of o conntry where the alleged crime has
been committed.

While blue cormer notices are ssued
priot o the fling of criminal charges, ted
corner rofies generally follow criminal
convictions. The concerned indlvidual
cin be stopped and arrested while
travelling through a member stite. There
ill o be other etrimental
conseuenices such as the chosure of bank
accounts, Howeser, Interpol camnot
compel b enforcement authoriies in
any country toarrest the subject ofa red

00 By

Singh Panoun, whom the Union Mty THE GIST
0f Home Affes has listed as  “terrorist”

The agencysaid that Indis has faled to

provide sufficient information tosupport. -~ ¥

it case and hat s activites have & “clear

v i el Interpl, established in 1923,
poliical dimengion”

fecilates cooperation amang
184 member cauntries to

Isthe notice system prone to misuse? oyt tansnationel imes.

Alhough Interpols Constiruton explicly
forbids any actvites of a political
chiracter, activists have accused it of
fling to-enforce this rule. Much of this
utrage s directed at Russa, which has
repeatedly issued notices and diffusions
for the arrest of Kremlin opponents,
According o the 115, ights onganisation

¥

Alus comer nofices, also
KN & “enquiry notices,”
enblesharing o cucia
iifie-felated infotnation

ameng member states

Freedom House, Russta s responsibl for Y

38%%of all public red notices. Questons s about
Inernatonal bumen rights roups ol fechenesi

have also acrused Ching, I, Tukey, ~~ rewnbngotcesysen

and Tunis, among s, o absig e s e et

sgency snoticesysem for autonfaran PPILCA2ndas and e

ends. atequacy of ersit,

[n response o the mounting eitcism,
Interpol toughened the oversight of s red
notice system, However, vilnerabilties
reman when it comes b the ssuance of
ble motices with experts flygging that
Stch notices ae Jss Hely to be reviewed

-
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The International Criminal Police Organization, more
commonly known as Interpol, comprising 194 member
countries, plays a crucial role as an information-sharing
network to enable national police forces to combat
transnational crimes. Concerns have been raised about
the misuse of Interpol’s notice system, especially the
issuance of blue corner notices, which are less
scrutinised than their red corner notices. Critics argue
that countries often exploit existing protocols to target
political refugees and dissidents.

What is a “blue corner” notice?

There are seven types of notices issued by Interpol — Red
Notice, Yellow Notice, Blue Notice, Black Notice, Green
Notice, Orange Notice, and Purple Notice.

A blue corner notice also known as an “enquiry notice”
allows police forces in member states to share critical
crime-related information such as obtaining a person’s
criminal record, and location and, having his or her
identity verified among others. For instance, in January
2020, Interpol issued a blue corner notice to help locate
fugitive self-styled godman Nithyananda.



HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

The Hindu:Defense(GSlll)-Page 14

319,000-crore Navy deal for 200 BrahMos approved

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
NEW DELHI

The Centre has accorded approval for procurement of mare than 200 BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles and
associated equipment for the Indian Navy at  cost of around 19,000 crore, peaple familiar with the matter said on
Thursday.

The missiles will largely be deployed on various warships to enhance overall combat capabilties of the Navy, they said.

[t15 learnt that the proposal approved by the Cabinet Committes on Security entails acquisition of a mix of BrahMos
missiles having a range of around 290 km and the latest extended range variant of the weapon with a range of around
450 km. BrahMos Aerospace Private Ltd., an India-Russian joint venture, produices the supersonic cruise missiles.
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The Centre has accorded approval for procurement of
than 200 BrahMos supersonic cruise missiles and associated
equipment for the Indian Navy at a cost of around 19,000
crore, people familiar with the matter said on Thursday.

* Proposal approved by the Cabinet Committee on
Security entails acquisition of a mix of BrahMos missiles
having a range of around 290 km and the latest extended
range variant of the weapon with a range of around 450
km.

* The BrahMos is the main weapon for anti-ship and attack
operations for the Indian navy warships which have been
regularly firing the weapon system.

* The BrahMos Aerospace is a joint venture of India and
Russia and produces supersonic cruise missiles that can
be launched from submarines, ships, aircraft, or land
platforms.
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Worlds race to eradicate Guinea worm disease nears the finish line

L. Aravinda

e world is on the
Thrinl of # public
health triumphasit

closes in on- eradicating
Gunea worm ~ disesse.
There were more than 35
illion cases of ths disease
in the 1980, but according
{othe World Heakh Organi
Zation's (WHO) weekdy epie
demiological report, they
dhwindled to 14 cases in
2021, 13in 2022, and ustsix
in 208,

Ata time when medical
advancements ofien hex
line with breakrough
vaccines and cures, e bat-
fle against Guinea worm
diseqse stands out for its e
lince on basic public
heath - principles rather
than hightech interven-
fions, Unke many of its v
Tl counterpats, this paras-
itic adversary has offered

Fast forward tothe present,
and space exploration fias
bounded into new frontiers
il small pos remains the
lone entry onthe st of is
£ases (0 humans) we have
mariged o banish enciel,
This underscares not 4 fa
[ure of medical science bt
the complex: nature of dis
ase eradication.

Infection cycle

Guinea worm disease, aso
alled dracunculiasis, s the
wark of the Guinea worm
(Drocunculus medinensis),
whose infamy dates back 1o
biblical times, wher it was
called the “fery serpent”
and whose presence e
searchers have confirmed
in Egypian munnes. Indi-
viduals whose bodies the
worm has entered first s
perience a palnful blister,
ustally on g Jower fimb,
When seeking relief, they
nay immerse the affected
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A: Inhecive Stage

A- Diagoanic Siage

ment was the st ofa col
laboration between the In-
dian povernment, Jacal
health workers, and nler-
niatonil partnes, The str
tegy hinged on empower-
ing locel communiies with
the knawledge and tools -
including ltering water be-
fore use and reparting cis-
¢ 10 health authorities for
mmediae response,

The strategy  (hat
brought us ta the brink of
eradication was straightlor-
ward: inersectoral coords-
Iafion, Community particl-
pation, and 2 sustained
forus on preventon
through health education,
Unlike many diseases that
have been comered by
medical interventions, G-
nea worm disease was and
is being pushed to extine-
tion using the fundamen-

adult worm - sometimes  worm infections manifest
Uptoa meler long - emerg i the Jegs and feet, The i
s, This process, which can — dividual has an exeruciat-

ease thrive where accessto  als of public heakh: ensur-
sl drinking water 5alux  Ing aceess to clean water
ury, and health education  (by applying 4 lanvicide

Central African Republic

New reservoir

In 2000, researchers s
discovered Guinea worms
Inanimal reservoirs, parti
Warly dog, in Chad, cast:
Ing a shadow of complexty
e the final skages of vz
dication, This development
150 erucial reminder of the
disease's tenacity and, im-
portandy, sizmals o cour
ties where the disezse was
previowsly endemic, in-
Cluding India, to not let
ther puard down,

11 the worm persiss in
this way, governments must
stay viglant and maintain
adaptable public health
strategies to ensre thev
don'tlose the wpper hand.
This said, the significant
progress made towards
eradicating Guinea worm
disease is also threytened
by Dunsan and political fac-
tars, notably civl wnrest

in the fight against Guineg
worm disease 2 decade
sooner. The interplay bet-
ween health and pegce is
starkly evident in this con-
(e, where the asence of
stability and sequity di
Tectly affects the fruits of
eradication effrts,

Finally eradicafing Gu-
Tiea worm disease wouldn't
JUst represent a victory ov-
€ 3 single parasitic but a
triumph of umankind at
[arge, 1t will underscare
collective moral esponsi
Dilty towards the most vul-
erable, and demonstrae
the profound impact ad:
dressing health disparites
4 fave on communites.
Geting rid of this disease
will asa be a nnuch-feeded
testament to what we can
achieve when glatal eforts
comvergeto uphf commune
ities from  preventable
fflctions.

{Dr. C. Aravinda 5 an
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Guinea worm disease, also called dracunculiasis, is t
work of the Guinea worm (Dracunculus medinensis),
whose infamy dates back to biblical times, when it was
called the “fiery serpent” and whose presence
researchers have confirmed in Egyptian mummies.
Individuals whose bodies the worm has entered first
experience a painful blister, usually on a lower limb.
When seeking relief, they may immerse the affected area
in water, which prompts the worm to emerge and
release hundreds of thousands of larvae, potentially
contaminating communal water sources and
perpetuating the infection cycle.

While a worm by itself is not lethal, it debilitates those
whom it infects and prevents them from earning their
livelihoods.It manifests as a painful skin lesion as the
adult worm — sometimes up to a meter long —
emerges.
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it Venur in Kamnataka on Thursday. 0.5, MAKJUNATH
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A ritual and a celebration that has no parallel anywh
in the world is the grand Mahamastakabhisheka that
takes place in Shravanabelagola, Karnataka. It happens
once in 12 years and is a grand spectacle that people
wait for with bated breath.

Mahamastakabhisheka is the abhisheka or anointment of
the massive statue of Gomateshwara also known as
Bahubali that stands atop the Vindhyagiri Hill in the town
of Shravanabelagola of Hassan District, Karnataka.



HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

Indian Express : Health (GSIl)-Page 1

In 2023, India hit
target towards
eliminating Kala
Azar, first time

ANONMADLUTT
MEW IDEL HIL FEOR LR Y 2

IM A sspmaficant step Forvesard tos-
wwards eliminating Kala Arar —
the second deadliest parasitic
disease after malaria in the
countny — India has achiewed the
target of reporting kess than one
caze per 10,000 populatiom
arross alll blockes: i 03
Crata from the Mational
“Wector Borme Dissase Contrnol
Programome shonwed thiat there
wwerne 5485 cases and four deaths
of Kala dszxar reported nation-
wwide last yvear commypared to 8491
canes and thiree deaiths in 20022
The [Imdian Express has
learmed that the Centre has
apprized the ‘World Health
CONTINUED OMN FAGE 2
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visceral leishmaniasis is a parasitic infection transmittee
by sandflies.

Visceral leishmaniasis is commonly known as kala-azar
(KA), a word coined in the late nineteenth century in
India, which means “black disease”, referring to the
greyish or blackish discoloration of the skin during
infection, from the Hindi word for black (kala) and the
Persian word for disease (azar).

Kala-azar is a slow progressing indigenous disease caused
by a protozoan parasite of genus Leishmania

In India Leishmania donovani is the only parasite causing
this disease

It is characterized by irregular bouts of fever, weight loss,
enlargement of the spleen and liver, and anaemia. Most
cases occur in Brazil, east Africa and India

It causes fever, weight loss, spleen and liver
enlargement.
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CBI raids places linked to Satya Pal Malik:
What is the Kiru Hydel Project, focus of
corruption allegations?

The Kiru Hydel Project is being constructed between the existing Kirthai I and Kwar hydel power
projects, at an estimated cost of Rs 4,287 crore. Who Is involved and what are the allem
Malik? i CBirads |
“ V8 Pal Malik:

-

NEXT

Kiru Hydel Project is being constructed between _[IE.IE

existing Kirthai Il (upstream) and Kwar (downstream)
hydel power projects, at an estimated cost of Rs 4,287
crore.

It will be developed near the convergence point of river
Chenab and the Singad and Bela streams, near the
Patharnakki and Kiru villages in Kishtwar district.

The deadline for initiating commercial operations is July
2025.
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Axs the second anndversary of its inmvasion
of Ukraine dranas cdloser, Bussia has reg-
istered a big victory, capturing the towemn
of Avdiivka. This is its most significant
battleground gain after the city of
Balkdhrmat im hay last year:

Ukrainian soddiers had held on to
Adiivla for fiour months, but had toevac-
uabe last Saturday as they were outnm-
bered and outgunned, even as Russia
bombed the city to Tubhle.

Why Avdiivka mattered

Located on the frontlines in the east
of Ukraine, Avdiivika had been a major
centre of resistance, blocking further
Russian advance. it has seen war sinoe
204, when Bussia staged a ‘'militany in-
ervenizon’ in eastern Ukraine, and was
thes heawiby fortified. Capturnng this well-
defenvded city opens an easier path for
Russia to the rest of Ukraine.

Also, svdiivika is close to the city of
Donetsk., which RBussia has occupied.
Capturing Medineka, thus, gives a douhble
advantage to the Russians — more
Ukrainian cities are within its readh moww,
and Donetsk is safer from Ukraindan at-

Ferrmrybs e o aleo w5t

RUSSIA CAPTURES AVDIIVKA: WHAT
THIS MEANS FOR UKRAINE, EUROPE

A Ukrainian saldier prepares o
operate a drone near Awdindca on

S President Joe Biden too has
pointed out that Ukraine lacks the mec-
essary fArepower.

What led to arms shortage

A key reason is that Republicans inthe
US House of Representatives are holding
up a £95-hillion foreign aid packase,
wihich includes £60 billfon for Ukraine. In
return for passing the package, the
Republicans want stricter immigratiomn
rules at the US-Mexico border. Some
hardliners, like Marjorie Taylor Greemne,
wrant the US to stop financing someons
else’s war, and push Ukraine tovwards ne-

motiations instead.
LAt itk Flossee fooun thia K checl the oot

Located on the frontlines in the east of Ukraine, Avdi
had been a major centre of resistance, blocking further
Russian advance. It has seen war since 2014, when
Russia staged a ‘military intervention’ in eastern Ukraine,
and was thus heavily fortified.

Avdiivka is close to the city of Donetsk, which Russia has

occupied.
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