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• India and France finalized their defence industrial 
roadmap and a slew of other strategically important 
agreements on Friday during French President 
Emmanuel Macron’s visit to New Delhi.

• The new roadmap is expected to help the Indian and 
French defence sectors to partner in projects requiring 
joint designing and production,

• The focus will be on air, space, maritime, land warfare, 
robotics and artificial intelligence technology, among 
other areas

• Two sides also agreed on a letter of intent to boost 
defence space cooperation.

• The goal, Kwatra said, is to enhance space situational 
awareness, preventing collisions in space and other 
activities like earth monitoring and remote sensing.
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• Smart Lander for Investigating Moon (SLIM) touched 

down near Shioli crater, Japan became the fifth country 
to soft-land a robotic instrument on the moon, months 
after India’s Chandrayaan 3 succeeded in August 2023.

• SLIM is a small-scale exploration lander designed for 
pinpoint landings on the Moon’s surface, reduction in 
the size and weight of equipment used in Moon landings, 
and investigation into the Moon’s origins. 

• It will also test technology fundamental to exploration in 
low-gravity environments, an important requirement for 
future scientific investigation of the solar system.
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• The Ministry of Education, Government of India releases 

All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 2021-2022 
today. The Ministry has been conducting AISHE since 
2011, covering all Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs) 
in the country registered with AISHE collecting detailed 
information on different parameters such as student 
enrollment, teachers, infrastructural information, etc.

• Following are the key highlights of the survey:
• The total enrolment in higher education has increased to 

nearly 4.33 crore in 2021-22 from 4.14 crore in 2020-21. 
There has been an increase of around 91lakh in the 
enrolment from 3.42 crore(26.5%) in 2014-15.

• The Female enrolment has increased to 2.07 crore in 
2021-22 from 2.01 crore in 2020-21. There has been an 
increase of around 50lakh in the female enrolment from 
1.57 crore (32%) in 2014-15.

• The enrolment of SC students is 66.23 lakh in 2021-22 as 
compared to 46.07lakh in 2014-15 (an increase of 44%).

• The enrolment of SC Female students has increased to 
31.71 lakh in 2021-22 from 29.01 lakh in 2020-21 and 
21.02 lakh in 2014-15. There has been an increase of 
51% since 2014-15.
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• The registration portal for Phase IV of Yuva Sangam, 

under Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat (EBSB), was launched 
today by the Ministry of Education. 

• Yuva Sangam is an initiative by the Government of India 
to strengthen people-to-people connect between youth 
belonging to different States/UTs of India. 

• Interested youth in the age group of 18-30 years, mainly 
students, NSS/ NYKS volunteers, employed/self-
employed persons, etc. may register through the YUVA 
SANGAM portal to participate in the forthcoming Phase 
of this unique initiative which was launched in 2023.
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• The President of India has approved the conferment of 
Jeevan Raksha Padak Series of Awards-
2023 on 31 persons which includes Sarvottam Jeevan
Raksha Padak to 03, Uttam Jeevan Raksha Padak to 07 
and Jeevan Raksha Padak to 21 persons. Three awardees 
are posthumous.

• Jeevan Raksha Padak series of awards are given to a 
person for meritorious act of human nature in saving the 
life of a person. The award is given in three categories, 
namely, Sarvottam Jeevan Raksha Padak, Uttam Jeevan
Raksha Padak and Jeevan Raksha Padak. Persons of all 
walks of life are eligible for these awards. The award can 
also be conferred posthumously.
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• PM YASASVI is a Scholarship scheme for Other Backward 

Class (OBCs), Economically Backward Class (EBC) and 
Denotified Nomadic Tribes (DNT) Students. Under this 
Scheme students can avail Pre-Matric Scholarship from 
Class 9 to 10 and Post Matric Scholarship for their higher 
studies at post-matriculation or post-secondary stage.
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