
The Hindu: Page 1_Governance- (GSII)

The Supreme Court orally observed that the 2022 incident 
of four Gujarat Police officers publicly flogging Muslim men 
after tying them to a pole for allegedly disrupting a garba
event in Kheda district amounted to an “atrocity”.
Do you know ?
• The conduct of the four officers were found to be in 

contempt of the directions of the Supreme Court in 
the D.K. Basu judgment of 1996 against police abuse and 
custodial violence. The D.K. Basu verdict had highlighted 
the deep concern in a free society for the protection of 
an individual from torture and abuse by the police and 
other law-enforcing officers.
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• Karpoori Thakur, a prominent figure in Bihar's OBC 
politics and two-time chief minister, has been 
posthumously honored with the Bharat Ratna, India's 
highest civilian award, on the eve of his birth centenary.

• Known as 'Jan Nayak' (people's leader), Thakur served as 
chief minister twice,.

• Born on January 24, 1924, in the Nai samaj (barber 
society

• Thakur, who sacrificed his education for the freedom 
struggle, was arrested during the Quit India Movement 
from 1942 to 1945.

• During Thakur’s Chief Ministership in 1977, the Mungeri
Lal Commission submitted its report recommending that 
backward classes be reclassified as extremely backward 
classes and backward classes. The report was 
implemented in 1978. This paved the way for 26% 
reservation for them in government services in Bihar in 
November 1978.
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According to a recent report by the State Bank of India (SBI), 
India has witnessed a significant fall in inequality over the 
last decade.
• Examining taxpayer data, the report claims that the Gini 

coefficient — a standard measure of inequality that 
ranges from 0, indicating perfect equality, to 1, indicating 
perfect inequality — has fallen from 0.472 in 2014-15 to 
0.402 in 2022-23. A fall of almost 15% in the Gini 
coefficient indicates a significant reduction in inequality.

• The fall in the Gini coefficient is more or less empirically 
established by the SBI report, but this has been 
accompanied by polarisation in incomes.

• Such polarisation is not seen in taxpayer data since the 
bottom 10% do not earn enough to be included in the 
tax net.

Do you know?
• Gini coefficient is a typical measure of income inequality. 

The coefficient varies between 0 and 1, with 0 
representing perfect equality and 1 perfect inequality.
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The Vaishvik Bhartiya Vaigyanik (VAIBHAV) fellowships 
programme to be implemented by the Department of 
Science and Technology (DST), Ministry of Science and 
Technology, would be awarded to outstanding 
scientist/technologists of Indian origin (NRI/OCI/PIO) who 
are engaged in research activities in their respective 
countries.
Those selected will get a stipend of ₹4 lakh a month and 
accommodation. The host institutions will get a research 
grant to enable them to host the fellows.
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• Torkham Crossing is a crucial border crossing that links 

Pakistan and Afghanistan. Its strategic location makes it a 
vital entry point for trade and connectivity between the 
two nations.

• The Border road is a key lifeline for a landlocked 
Afghanistan, linking the northwestern Pakistani city of 
Peshawar to Jalalabad, the main city in Nangarhar, and 
the route onwards to the capital Kabul.
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• Union Finance Minister Smt Nirmala Sitharaman, while 
presenting Union Budget for 2022-23 
announced National Ropeways Development Programme
– “Parvatmala” -- will be taken up on PPP mode, which 
will be a preferred ecologically sustainable alternative in 
place of conventional roads in difficult hilly areas, The 
idea is to improve connectivity and convenience for 
commuters, besides promoting tourism.
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• ROSHNI-CWCSA is supported by UNICEF India technically 

and financially. 
• Currently, ROSHNI-CWCSA is serving as a technical 

support unit at national level to DAY-NRLM 
• ROSHNI assists DAY-NRLM to improve food, nutrition, 

health, and WASH (FNHW) outcomes for 9.96 crore Self 
Help Group (SHG) members and their households across 
the country.

• It envisions breaking the self-perpetuating cycle of 
malnutrition - illness - out-of-pocket expenditure for 
addressing poverty. 

• Integration of Food, Health, Nutrition and WASH 
interventions are carried out regularly by more than 1.2 
lakh trained community resource persons in SHGs and 
their federations.
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• Formed in 1949 with the signing of the Washington 

Treaty,
• The North Atlantic Treaty Organization was created in 

1949 by the United States, Canada, and several Western 
European nations to provide collective security

• NATO’s purpose is to guarantee the freedom and security 
of its members through political and military means.

• POLITICAL – NATO promotes democratic values and 
enables members to consult and cooperate on defence
and security-related issues to solve problems, build trust 
and, in the long run, prevent conflict.

• MILITARY – NATO is committed to the peaceful 
resolution of disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the 
military power to undertake crisis-
management operations.
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