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Centre-approved board praising
Tagore put up at Santiniketan to
mark UNESCO world heritage tag

Bishwanath Ghosh
KOLEATA

Visva-Bharati  University
has fAnally replaced the
controversial plagues com-
Memorating UNESCOs
world heritage tag to Santi-
niketan with a board ap-
proved by the Centre.

[t was in mid-September
that Santiniketan, founded
by Debendranath Tagore
and home to Visva-Bharati,
the university set up by his
son Rabindranath, was ac-
corded the heritage status.
Soom, plaques came up
marking the site, but bore
only the names of Prime
Minister MNarcndra Modi,
wha is the Chancellor, and
(the then) Vice-Chancellor
Bidyut Chakrabarty,

The move kicked up a

Earlier, plagues marking the
heritape site had names of PM
and ¥-C but not Tagore.

and the Vice-Chancellor
purely for authentication.
In late November, texts
in Hindi and English, draft-
ed by the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASD and
approved by the Union Mi
nistry of Education, were
sent to Visva-Bharati for
correction and for Bengali
translation. The university

him with superlatives that
the committee had to tone
it down. "Tagore’s name,
for example, was prefised
with the word “grear’. Mow
Tagore himself wouldn't
have approved of it a
souree told The Hindu,

The new board states,
“santiniketan continues (o
stand as a beacon of inter-
cultural dialogue and artis-
tic expression, nurturing
the spirit of iInnovation and
harmony. It remains a tes-
tament to Rabindranath
Tagore's vision of an abode
where the world makes its
home in a single nest, reso-
nating with the timeless
pursuit of knowledge and
unity in diversicy”

Footnote
To possibly avoid contro-

NEXT
1 AS]

Santiniketan

e Established in West Bengal in 1901 by the renowned
poet and philosopher Rabindranath Tagore, Santiniketan
was a residential school and centre for art based on
ancient Indian traditions and a vision of the unity of
humanity transcending religious and cultural boundaries.

* A ‘world university’ was established at Santiniketan
in 1921, recognizing the unity of humanity or “Visva
Bharati”

e Santiniketan has been inscribed on UNESCO’s list of
World Heritage Sites during the ongoing 45t session of
the UNESCO World Heritage Committee in Riyadh,
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

* Santiniketan is India's 415t UNESCO World Heritage Site.
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Hatti community
announces protest
on December 16

[Press Trust of India
MAHAN

An organisation of the Hart
ti community in Himachal
Pradesh will organise a
protest march on Decem-
ber 16 to press their de-
mand for the implementa-
tion of a law giving the
sScheduled Tribe (ST sta-
tus to the community, its
leader announced on
Thursday.

The Constitution (Sche
duled Tribes) Oreder (Se
cond Amendment) Act,
2023, granting the ST sta-
fus to the Hattl conumunity,

wis enacted four months
ago, however the State go
vernment is not imple
menting it under the pres
sure of a Cabinet Minister,
Kendriva Hatti Samiti gen-
eral secretary Kundamn
Singh Shastri told journal-
ists art Paonca Sahib.

Mr. Shastri called upon
Chief Minister Sukbvinder
Singh Sukhu to intervene
and implement the Hatti
tribal status law imme-
diately “in the interest of
Harti yourhs who are being
deprived of their right of
reservation in the ongoing
recruitments™,

-

NEXT

The Hattis are a close-knit community who take the LS,
name from their traditional occupation of selling home-
grown crops, vegetables, meat, and wool at small-town
markets known as ‘haats’. Hatti men traditionally don a
distinctive white headgear on ceremonial occasions.

The Hatti homeland straddles the Himachal-Uttarakhand
border in the basin of the Giri and Tons rivers, both
tributaries of the Yamuna

They even still follow the Khumbli — the traditional
council despite the establishment of the panchayat
system.

The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Second
Amendment) Act, 2023, granting the ST status to the
Hatti community, was enacted four months ago, however
the State government is not implementing it .
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Regulating deepfakes and Al in India

Why are deepfakes dangerous? ow are deepfakes being sed to spread misinformation in poftcal campaigns? What are the inernational best practices? What should be
the regulatory response according o expets?

EXPLAINER THE GIST
Aaratrika Bhaumik Y
Last month 3 video eaturing
The story so far:

actor Rashmika Mandanna
wientviral on soclal medla,
parking a combination of
shotk and horror among
netizens, The seconds-long
Clo, hich featured
andanng's keness, was
manipulated using deepfake
¢hnlogy

astmonth a video featuring L
actor Rashmika Mandanna went By
viral on social media, sparkinga | S

combination of shock and
horror among netizens, The secondsong
lip, which featured Mandanna's ikeness,
was manipulated using deepfake
technology: Deepfakes are digital mea,
Video, audio, and images, edited and
manipulated using Ariicial Inteligence
(AI). Since they incorporate
hyper-realistic digital falsification, they
can potentially be used to damage
reputations and undermine trustin
democratic institutions. This

phenomenon has forayed into poltical i
messaging as well, a concernin the J] Uﬂi e | (1 (I h
i JA L -J] ‘.:LI.Ih (LSRRI )t

\

InMay st year, a deepfake of
Ukrainian President Volodymyt
Tofonskyy asking b
countrymen o lay down their
vieapons wentviral ater
cybercriminals hacked into a
Ukrainian telision channel,

Deepfake are digital media which are created by al
media — images, video, or audio using technologies such
as Artificial Intelligence (Al) and machine learning,
thereby blurring the lines between fiction and reality.
Although they have clear benefits in education, film
production, criminal forensics, and artistic

expression, they can also be used to exploit people,
sabotage elections and spread large-scale
misinformation.

India lacks specific laws to address deepfakes and Al-
related crimes but Section 66E of the Information
Technology Act, 2000 (IT Act) is applicable in cases

of deepfake crimes that involve the capture, publication,
or transmission of a person’s images in mass media
thereby violating their privacy. Similarly, Section 66D of
the IT Act punishes individuals who use communication
devices or computer resources with malicious intent,
leading to impersonation or cheating.Further, Sections
67, 67A, and 67B of the IT Act can be used to prosecute
individuals for publishing or transmitting deep fakes that
are obscene or contain any sexually explicit acts.
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SC makes video on
Kesavananda Bharati
judgment available

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

A nearly five-minute video
produced by the Supreme
Court in 10 Indian languag-
es gives a concise history of
the Kesavananda Bharati
judgment, a verdict that
has stood sentinel to the
basic features of the Con-
stitution such as secula-
rism, religious freedom
and federalism for 50 long
years.

The historic judgment
delivered on April 24, 1973,
by a Supreme Court Bench
of 13 judges, the largest in
the court’s history till date,

// : E
Kesavananda Bharati

bate in 2023 when Vice-
President Jagdeep Dhankar
criticised the Basic Struc-
ture doctrine for diluting
parliamentary sovereignty.

. . . NEXT
A nearly five-minute video produced by the Supremef 1 a[s|

Court in 10 Indian languages gives a concise history of
the Kesavananda Bharati judgment, a verdict that has
stood sentinel to the basic features of the Constitution
such as secularism, religious freedom and federalism for
50 long years.

The historic judgment delivered on April 24, 1973, by a
Supreme Court Bench of 13 judges, the largest in the
court’s history till date, propounded the Basic Structure
doctrine.

The judges, on a wafer-thin majority of 7:6, had declared
that Parliament cannot amend or abrogate the
fundamental features or the “soul” of the Constitution,
including the rule of law and independence of the
judiciary.

-
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* the Giorgia Meloni-led government in Italy has forma
withdrawn from the China's Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), four years after signing the pact

* The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), previously known as
the One Belt One Road Initiative, a mammoth

The Hindu: GS2-IR (Page 20)

EU tells China ‘differences’ must be addressed; Italy pulls out

of BRI pact infrastructure project launched by China in 2013.
P —— e China aims to recreate its medieval Silk Road.
BEING e China wants to build infrastructure such as ports,

bridges and rail lines in over 150 countries spanning
Asia, Africa and Europe.

* While China claims it is solely an economic initiative,
not many countries, including India, are willing to
buy that argument.

* The countries opposing the project fear this could a
China-centered sphere of influence and lead to
"debt traps".

EU President Ursula von der Leyen told Chinese eader Xi inping on Thursday that the bloc and its biggest trading
partner must address their differences, in the first in-person EU-China summit in aver four years,

Underlining Beijing’s challenges in getting Europe onside, news broke on the eve of the summit that ltaly — the bloc’s
third-{argest economy — had withdrawn from its vast Belt and Road infrastructure initiative. Meanwhile, China
slammed what it called the “smearing” of its Belt and Road infrastructure project.

China and the EU have ramped up diplomatic engagement this year In an attempt to repar ies,

Inopening remarks, Ms. Von der Leyen, flanked by European Council Presicent Charles Michel and EU foreizn policy
chief Josep Borrell, told Mr. Xi “there are clear imbalances and differances that we must address”.

"At times our interests coincide,"she said, pointing ta EL-China coaperation on artficial intelligence and climate
change. "When they do not, we need to address and respansioly manage the concerns that we have," she said.
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I » The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countrie
Indian Express: IR-GSII / Economy-GSlii ; (OPEC) is a permanent, intergovernmental Organization,
Russia. Saudi urge | : created at the Baghdad Conference on September 10—

OPEC+ powers to ! 14, 1960, by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and

join o0il cuts after I Venezuela.

Putin-MbS meet i OPEC's objectlyg is to co-ordinate and unlfY |
petroleum policies among Member Countries, in

| order to secure fair and stable prices for petroleum
A P it ! producers; an efficient, economic and regular
metnirers b join an agresment 5

onoaput outs oo the mood of the |

icial Sconaey ony days e Viadimic Putin: Mohammed : supply of petroleum to consuming nations; and a

a fractious meeting of the pro- bin Salmarn. Rearers I
ducers’ club.

oo e e et o) N EYES 5TH TERM, ; fair return on capital to those investing in the
a hastily arranged visit b meet POLLS ON MARCH 1T

REUTERS
MOSCOW, DECERMBER ¥

SALIDM ARABLA and Russia, the

—_

Sansdi Crowsmn Pr N Tumed 1
Iji;ﬁ_ﬂirrlﬁnﬂﬁ:ﬁgg;cd Adosoows Bussian llanvmakers 1 I n d U St ry-
.:|Ij|:\-ir_'. Russian-Saudi 5|E.3|:1.‘!1'::||:~n: -:a-'_l:ll Thursdans 1\3’2' he daéf of

ot e comclusion of their dis- the coumtry’s 2024 presiden— 0,0 e
g = | iat etection for March 17 I« QOPEC formed the so-called OPEC+ coalition with 10 of

The Organization of the g Wiadinnar Patin.a step

Permoleum Exporti ng Coundries Closer o a fifth erm inoffSce. 1 . . . .
[OPEC). Russia and other allies | Members of the Federation the world's major non-OPEC oil-exporting nations
agreed last week 1o neww wolun- Council. Russia's wupper I
@Ay cuts ofaboas 2 2 mllion bar- house of parliament, vobed . - .

1= day (bpd), led by Saudi anin Inr & PO
et s g ey | Somrmreney m speee 2 including Russia, at the end of 2016.

their voluntary cuts of 1.3 mil- dlate. AP
IFom bpcl. ~In the fBeld of emergzy.

|
|
|
|
B co e e s i e OPEC+ represents around 40% of world oil
|
|
|
|

OIFEC+ countries in enhancing dom abowt “joining™ outs ap-

the stability of global odll mar-— peared b be an attempt o semd

kets,” zaid the statement re- a message to members of the

l=ased by the Kremmlin OIFEC+ club wiheo haad mot ot o
= Russian wersion used the ok ot emoaegih

Close ooopseration betvween theam such an c.'\:.pl.n:ij'inp;:!':-l 'f;::n.lﬁ;f : . . : . .
OPECH countries in enhancing  dom about Joining" cuts ap production and its main objective is to regulate the
supply of oil to the world market.

winnrd “jodn™ while an English The biggest memberof OPEC
manslation of the staterment. also excluded from: the cuts is Iran,
A T b - P | - Faachici -

R ——— . ~
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Release Centre’s aid
to SDRF in advance,
PM tells MHA

EXPRESS MEWS SERVICE
MEYY DELHL DECEMEBLR 7§

PFRIBAE PAIMISTER Marendra BAodi
has directed the Minastry of Home
Affairs o release in advance the
second instalment of the Centre’s
contribution o the SCHRF -— Bis
49360 crore o Andhra Pradesh
and Rs450 crore to Tarmal Mado -
- in vieww of the floods caused by
cyclone Michaung, Union
BMlmndster Aamit Shah said

In a post on X, Shah said the
P has also approved the- firss ur-
ban flood mtszaton project of Hs
56129 crore for Tntegrated Urban
Flood Management activities for
Chennai Basin Project” under the
Bational hsaster Mitigarion Fond
[ MIDAF L whach also indhodes cen-
iral assistamnce of Bis 500 crore.

The severe cyclonic storm
Mlichaung has affected Tammil
Madu and Andhra Pradesh.
Though the extent of damase is

vared, marny areas of these states
hawe been inundated, affecting
standing crops, the mindster saad.
“To help the state govern-
ments with the manasement of
relief nece ssitated by the cypclonic
sxorr, P @ narendrarmedi i di-
rected the Minisity of Home
Affairs [MHA} o release in ad-
vance the central share of the Z2nd
instalment of SORF [ State Disaster
Response Fund) of Bs 493 60
crore o Andhra Pradesh and RBs
450 crore to Tarmil Madw™ he sand.
The ceniral govermment had
already released the first instal-
meenk of the same amount to the
two states, he added. 1 pray for
the safety and well-being of all
those affected. We stand with
them inthis cnecial hourand wall
ensure the situation normmalises
at the earliest.” Shah said.
Blichaung lefi behind a trail
of destruction inAmdhra Pradesh,
damaging TH0-kam road s, uproot-
ing trees and kalling livesiock

N
NEXT
The State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF), constituted cs
under Section 48 (1) (a) of the Disaster Management Act,
2005

It is the primary fund available with State Governments

for responses to notified disasters.

The Central Government contributes 75% of SDRF

allocation for general category States/UTs and 90% for
special category States/UTs (NE States, Sikkim,

Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir).

The annual Central contribution is released in two equal
installments as per the recommendation of the Finance
Commission.

SDRF shall be used only for meeting the expenditure for
providing immediate relief to the victims.

Disaster (s) covered under SDRF: Cyclone, drought,
earthquake, fire, flood, tsunami, hailstorm, landslide,
avalanche, cloudburst, pest attack, frost and cold waves.
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ARTICLE 99 OF UNCHARTER

UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres invoked the
rarely used provision over the crisis in Gaza

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 7

AMID ISRAEL'S relentless assauits on the
>aza Strip, United Nations Secretary-
eneral Antonio Guterres has invoked
Article 99 of the UN Charter to call for a
seasefire.

Guterres wrote on X: "“Facing a severe
sk of collapse of the humanitarian sys-
eminGaza, lurge the Counal to help avert
1 humanitanian catastrophe & appeal for
1 humanitanian ceasefire to be dedared.”

What is Article 99 of the UN Charter?

The UN Charter is the founding docu-
ment of the United Nations. It empowers
‘he UN to take action in a range of situa-
dons. Article 99 states: “The Secretary-
Seneral may bong to the attention of the
security Coundil any matter which i has
spinson may threaten the maintenance of
nternational peace and security.” The
security Counalis one of the principal or-
zans of the UN, with five permanent mem-
»er countnies and 10 noa-permanent ones.

A 1945 report of the Preparatory
“ommussion of the UN said of Article 99:
"...The responsibility it confers upon the
secretary-General will require the exer-
-ise of the highest qualities of political
udgment, tact and integrity.” The UNSC
aresadent is obligated to call a meeting
‘'ollowing its invocation.

Nowhere safe in Gaza: Gutermes Revters

Occupied Palestine Territory.” Guterres
said that he has repeatedly condemned
the October 7 Hamas attacks that led to
move than 1200 deaths.

Since Israel’s military operation began,
more than 15,000 people — 40% of whom
were children — have been killed. The col-
lapse of Gaza’s healthcare system, diffi-
culties in extending humanitarian relief,
and issues of displacement were men-
toned — a result of the “constant bom-
bardment by the Israel Defense Forces™.

"Nowhere is safe in Gaza,” he wrote.
“This is urgent. The civilian population
must be spared from greater harm. With
a humanitarian ceasefire, the means of
survival can be restored, and humanitar-
1an assistance can be delwered in a safe
and timely manner.."

[\
NEXT

| What is Article 99 of the UN Charter? 1 AS

The UN Charter is the founding document of the United
Nations. Based on the powers conferred through it, the
UN can take action on a wide variety of issues.

The Charter is considered an international treaty,
meaning UN Member States are “bound by it”. However,
in practice, there is little that member countries can be
forced to do.

Article 99 states: “The Secretary-General may bring to
the attention of the Security Council any matter which in
his opinion may threaten the maintenance of
international peace and security.”
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PM extends Hanukkah greetings

Posted On: 07 DEC 2023 7:55PM by PIB Delhi

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi has extended Hanukkah greetings to Jewish people in India and around the world. He tagged the post to Benjamin Netanyahu,
Prime Minister of Israel

The Prime Minister posted on X

“Hanukkah Sameach! I extend my warmest greetings to our Jewish friends in India and around the world on the occasion of Hanukkah. May this festival bring peace, hope
and brightness in evervbody's lives. @netanyahu”

'@é Narendra Modi X
"W’ @narendramodi - Fellow

Hanukkah Sameach! | extend my warmest greetings to our
Jewish friends in India and around the world on the
occasion of Hanukkah. May this festival bring peace, hope
and brightness in everybody's lives. @netanyahu

7:24 PM - Dec 7, 202 ®

w

Hanukkah (Chanukah) is the Jewish eight-day,
wintertime “festival of lights.
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Deadine for Submission of Applcatons or “Adopta rertage 20" Program -
December 31, 2023

Posted On 07 DEC 2023 62° by PG Def

-

[\
NEXT

[1AS

AS| had launched the “Adopt a Heritage 2.0” program
on 4th September 2023.

The programme seeks collaboration with the
private/public sector companies / trusts / societies /
NGOs etc. through their CSR funding who intend to
provide, develop, and maintain ‘amenities’ at centrally
protected monuments and sites.
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Ministry of Culture launched Mera Gaon Meri Dharohar Project

for cultural mapping and documentation of villages across India

Pasted On: 07 DEC 2023 3:04PN Dy PIB Dehi

-

NEXT
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Mera Gaon Meri Dharohar Project is a pan-India initiative
of the Ministry of Culture under National Mission on
Cultural Mapping

The MGMD seeks to compile comprehensive information
detailing the life, history, and ethos of Indian villages and
to make the same available to virtual and real-time
visitors. Under the MGMD, information is collected
under seven broad categories as given below-

Arts and Crafts Village

Ecologically Oriented Village

Scholastic Village linked with Textual and Scriptural
Traditions of India

Epic Village linked with Ramayana, Mahabharata and/or
Puranic legends and oral epics

Historical Village linked with Local and National History
Architectural Heritage Village
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Research Symoosim at the Global Parnershp on vl iellgence - GPA
I3

Theme: Advancing Responsile Al in Publc-Sector Applatons

Posted O 07 DEC 2023 20PN by PIB el

N

NEXT
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The Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) is
a multi-stakeholder initiative which aims to bridge the
gap between theory and practice on Al by supporting
cutting-edge research and applied activities on Al-related
priorities.

Launched in June 2020 with 15 members, today GPAI’s
membership has expanded to 28 member countries and
the European Union.
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PIB: Miscellaneous '« the 1st edition of Khelo India Para Games 2023 is being

organized from 10th -17th December 2023 across 3
venues in the city of Delhi across 7 sports Disciplines
(Para Archery, Par Athletics, Para Badminton, Para Table
Tennis, Para Powerlifting, CP Football, Para Shooting)
with the approximate participation of 1500 athletes, 200
Technical Officials, 150 Volunteers, 350 Support Staff, 300
escorts & 20 classifiers from 36 States and UTs.

Mascot Ujwala'creates celgoratory atmosphere for firstever Knelo India Para
(Games

The statof Knelo Ind Para Games, ams to extend s mpact by identfying and supporting talented :
para-ainletes: Shri Anurag Sngh Thaur :



