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Santiniketan
• Established in West Bengal in 1901 by the renowned 

poet and philosopher Rabindranath Tagore, Santiniketan
was a residential school and centre for art based on 
ancient Indian traditions and a vision of the unity of 
humanity transcending religious and cultural boundaries.
• A ‘world university’ was established at Santiniketan

in 1921, recognizing the unity of humanity or “Visva
Bharati”

• Santiniketan has been inscribed on UNESCO’s list of 
World Heritage Sites during the ongoing 45th session of 
the UNESCO World Heritage Committee in Riyadh, 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

• Santiniketan is India's 41st UNESCO World Heritage Site.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu: GS1-History (Page 1)
Santiniketan
• Established in West Bengal in 1901 by the renowned 

poet and philosopher Rabindranath Tagore, Santiniketan
was a residential school and centre for art based on 
ancient Indian traditions and a vision of the unity of 
humanity transcending religious and cultural boundaries.
• A ‘world university’ was established at Santiniketan

in 1921, recognizing the unity of humanity or “Visva
Bharati”

• Santiniketan has been inscribed on UNESCO’s list of 
World Heritage Sites during the ongoing 45th session of 
the UNESCO World Heritage Committee in Riyadh, 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

• Santiniketan is India's 41st UNESCO World Heritage Site.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu: GS2-Polity and Governance (Page 5)
• The Hattis are a close-knit community who take their 

name from their traditional occupation of selling home-
grown crops, vegetables, meat, and wool at small-town 
markets known as ‘haats’. Hatti men traditionally don a 
distinctive white headgear on ceremonial occasions.

• The Hatti homeland straddles the Himachal-Uttarakhand
border in the basin of the Giri and Tons rivers, both 
tributaries of the Yamuna

• They even still follow the Khumbli – the traditional 
council despite the establishment of the panchayat 
system.

• The Constitution (Scheduled Tribes) Order (Second 
Amendment) Act, 2023, granting the ST status to the 
Hatti community, was enacted four months ago, however 
the State government is not implementing it .
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• Deepfake are digital media which are created by altering 

media — images, video, or audio using technologies such 
as Artificial Intelligence (AI) and machine learning, 
thereby blurring the lines between fiction and reality.

• Although they have clear benefits in education, film 
production, criminal forensics, and artistic 
expression, they can also be used to exploit people, 
sabotage elections and spread large-scale 
misinformation.

• India lacks specific laws to address deepfakes and AI-
related crimes but Section 66E of the Information 
Technology Act, 2000 (IT Act) is applicable in cases 
of deepfake crimes that involve the capture, publication, 
or transmission of a person’s images in mass media 
thereby violating their privacy. Similarly, Section 66D of 
the IT Act punishes individuals who use communication 
devices or computer resources with malicious intent, 
leading to impersonation or cheating.Further, Sections 
67, 67A, and 67B of the IT Act can be used to prosecute 
individuals for publishing or transmitting deep fakes that 
are obscene or contain any sexually explicit acts.
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• A nearly five-minute video produced by the Supreme 
Court in 10 Indian languages gives a concise history of 
the Kesavananda Bharati judgment, a verdict that has 
stood sentinel to the basic features of the Constitution 
such as secularism, religious freedom and federalism for 
50 long years.

• The historic judgment delivered on April 24, 1973, by a 
Supreme Court Bench of 13 judges, the largest in the 
court’s history till date, propounded the Basic Structure 
doctrine. 

• The judges, on a wafer-thin majority of 7:6, had declared 
that Parliament cannot amend or abrogate the 
fundamental features or the “soul” of the Constitution, 
including the rule of law and independence of the 
judiciary.
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• the Giorgia Meloni-led government in Italy has formally 

withdrawn from the China's Belt and Road Initiative 
(BRI), four years after signing the pact

• The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), previously known as 
the One Belt One Road Initiative, a mammoth 
infrastructure project launched by China in 2013. 

• China aims to recreate its medieval Silk Road. 
• China wants to build infrastructure such as ports, 

bridges and rail lines in over 150 countries spanning 
Asia, Africa and Europe. 

• While China claims it is solely an economic initiative, 
not many countries, including India, are willing to 
buy that argument. 

• The countries opposing the project fear this could a 
China-centered sphere of influence and lead to 
"debt traps".
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Indian Express: IR-GSII / Economy-GSIII
• The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 

(OPEC) is a permanent, intergovernmental Organization, 
created at the Baghdad Conference on September 10–
14, 1960, by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
Venezuela.
• OPEC's objective is to co-ordinate and unify 

petroleum policies among Member Countries, in 
order to secure fair and stable prices for petroleum 
producers; an efficient, economic and regular 
supply of petroleum to consuming nations; and a 
fair return on capital to those investing in the 
industry.

• OPEC formed the so-called OPEC+ coalition with 10 of 
the world's major non-OPEC oil-exporting nations, 
including Russia, at the end of 2016.
• OPEC+ represents around 40% of world oil 

production and its main objective is to regulate the 
supply of oil to the world market.
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• The State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF), constituted 

under Section 48 (1) (a) of the Disaster Management Act, 
2005

• It is the primary fund available with State Governments 
for responses to notified disasters. 

• The Central Government contributes 75% of SDRF 
allocation for general category States/UTs and 90% for 
special category States/UTs (NE States, Sikkim, 
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir).

• The annual Central contribution is released in two equal 
installments as per the recommendation of the Finance 
Commission.

• SDRF shall be used only for meeting the expenditure for 
providing immediate relief to the victims.

• Disaster (s) covered under SDRF: Cyclone, drought, 
earthquake, fire, flood, tsunami, hailstorm, landslide, 
avalanche, cloudburst, pest attack, frost and cold waves.
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What is Article 99 of the UN Charter?
• The UN Charter is the founding document of the United 

Nations. Based on the powers conferred through it, the 
UN can take action on a wide variety of issues. 

• The Charter is considered an international treaty, 
meaning UN Member States are “bound by it”. However, 
in practice, there is little that member countries can be 
forced to do.

• Article 99 states: “The Secretary-General may bring to 
the attention of the Security Council any matter which in 
his opinion may threaten the maintenance of 
international peace and security.”
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PIB: Culture-GSI
• Hanukkah (Chanukah) is the Jewish eight-day, 

wintertime “festival of lights.
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PIB: Culture-GSI/Governance-GSII
• ASI had launched the “Adopt a Heritage 2.0” programme

on 4th September 2023. 
• The programme seeks collaboration with the 

private/public sector companies / trusts / societies / 
NGOs etc. through their CSR funding who intend to 
provide, develop, and maintain ‘amenities’ at centrally 
protected monuments and sites.
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PIB: Culture-GSI/Governance-GSII • Mera Gaon Meri Dharohar Project is a pan-India initiative 
of the Ministry of Culture under National Mission on 
Cultural Mapping

• The MGMD seeks to compile comprehensive information 
detailing the life, history, and ethos of Indian villages and 
to make the same available to virtual and real-time 
visitors. Under the MGMD, information is collected 
under seven broad categories as given below-

• Arts and Crafts Village
• Ecologically Oriented Village
• Scholastic Village linked with Textual and Scriptural 

Traditions of India
• Epic Village linked with Ramayana, Mahabharata and/or 

Puranic legends and oral epics
• Historical Village linked with Local and National History
• Architectural Heritage Village
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PIB: GS2-IR/GS3-S&T • The Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) is 
a multi-stakeholder initiative which aims to bridge the 
gap between theory and practice on AI by supporting 
cutting-edge research and applied activities on AI-related 
priorities.

• Launched in June 2020 with 15 members, today GPAI’s 
membership has expanded to 28 member countries and 
the European Union.
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PIB: Miscellaneous • the 1st edition of Khelo India Para Games 2023 is being 
organized from 10th -17th December 2023 across 3 
venues in the city of Delhi across 7 sports Disciplines 
(Para Archery, Par Athletics, Para Badminton, Para Table 
Tennis, Para Powerlifting, CP Football, Para Shooting) 
with the approximate participation of 1500 athletes, 200 
Technical Officials, 150 Volunteers, 350 Support Staff, 300 
escorts & 20 classifiers from 36 States and UTs.
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