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• The Lok Sabha passed three amended Bills that seek to 

repeal and replace criminal laws which date back to 
colonial times. 

• This criminal law reform brings terrorism offences into a 
general crime law for the first time, drops the crime of 
sedition, and makes mob lynching punishable by death.
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• The Kolattam dance is part of a religious offering, where 

women dancers pay homage to the temple Goddess in 
many regions of Andhra Pradesh. 

• The Kolattam dance is predominantly a dance of women, 
without involving men.

• The highlight of this dance is using sticks to represent the 
rhythm of the dance.
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• Tamil author Rajasekaran (Devibharathi), Telugu writer T. 

Patanjali Sastry and Malayalam writer E.V. Ramakrishnan
are among those named for the Sahitya Akademi awards 
for 2023.
• Nine books of poetry, six novels, five short story 

collections, three essays and one literary study have 
won the awards.

• In the English language category, Neelum Saran 
Gour has been selected for her novel Requiem in 
Raga Janki, and in Hindi, writer Sanjeev has been 
named for his novel Mujhe Pahachaano.

• Sahitya Akademi, India's National Academy of Letters, is 
the central institution for literary dialogue, publication 
and promotion in the country and the only institution 
that undertakes literary activities in 24 Indian languages, 
including English
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• Disinflation is a temporary slowing of the pace of price 

inflation. 
• The term is used to describe occasions when the 

inflation rate has reduced marginally over the short 
term.
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Indian Express : Environment-GSIII
What is Greenwashing?
• Greenwashing is when firms or governments give a false 

impression that all of their products or activities are 
climate-friendly or help in reducing emissions.

• Moreover, greenwashing may also occur when a 
company highlights sustainable aspects of a product to 
overshadow its environmentally damaging activities.

• The term was coined by environmentalist Jay Westerveld
in 1986.
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• Punaura Dham: 

• Maa Janaki Janmabhoomi Temple is also known as 
Punaura Dham in Punaura village of Sitamarhi
district of Bihar.

• It is believed that Mata Sita was born at this place.
• There is a story related to this that once there was a 

severe famine in Mithila and the priest there 
advised King Janak to plow the field. When King 
Janak was ploughing, an earthen pot came out of 
the ground, in which Mother Sita was in an infant 
state.
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• The Suez Canal ( In Arabic: Qanat as-Suways ), is an 

artificial sea-level waterway running north to south 
across the Isthmus of Suez in Egypt to connect the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea. 

• The canal separates the African continent from Asia, and 
it provides the shortest maritime route between Europe 
and the lands lying around the Indian and western Pacific 
oceans.

• It is one of the world's most heavily used shipping lanes.
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PIB: Health-GSII
• Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana

(PMBJP)' is a campaign launched by the Department of 
Pharmaceuticals in association with Central Pharma 
Public Sector Undertakings, to provide quality medicines 
at affordable prices to the masses through dedicated 
outlets called 'Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi
Kendra'.

• These provide generic medicines at much lesser price. 
The potency of these medicines are same as compared 
to expensive branded medicines available in the open 
market.
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PIB: Economy-GSIII
• Union Minister for MSME launched three sub-schemes 

under the aegis of the RAMP programme. 
• These are MSME Green Investment and Financing 

for Transformation Scheme (MSE GIFT Scheme), 
MSE Scheme for Promotion and Investment in 
Circular Economy (MSE SPICE Scheme) MSE Scheme 
on Online Dispute Resolution for Delayed Payments.

RAMP Scheme
• Launched on 30th June 2022 by the Hon'ble Prime 

Minister of India, "Raising and Accelerating MSME 
Productivity (RAMP)" is a Central Sector Scheme by the 
Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises. 

• The scheme aims to scale up the implementation 
capacity and coverage of MSMEs in the States, with 
impact enhancement of existing MSME schemes. 
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