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HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4

The Hindu: GS2-Polity and Governance (Page 1)

Parliament proceedings | Lok Sabha passes
Bills to replace British-era criminal laws

New laws are designed for the next 100 vears, will remove colonial imprint, says Home Minister;
terrorism included in a separate category; sedition dropped; mob lynching to invite death penalty

What the laws seek to do

Introduce changes dealing with offences
of terrorism and acts against the State

e Allow the registration of e-FIRs

® Factor in corruption in the election
processes

® Make electronic evidence a form of
primary proof

® Separately define crimes like mob
lynching for the first time

® |nclude detailed provisions and
enhanced punishment for crimes
against women and children
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The Lok Sabha passed three amended Bills that see
repeal and replace criminal laws which date back to
colonial times.

The Bills seek to replace the criminal laws that have been in
farce for more than a century in the country

NEW BILL OLD LAW

® Bharatiya Nyaya (Second) ¥ Indian Penal

Sanhita Bill (BNSS) Code, 1860

B Bharatiya Sakshya (Second) Bill {(BSS) | ® Indian Evidence Act, 1872
® Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha ® Code of Criminal
{Second) Sanhita Bill (BNS5S) Procedure, 1898

This criminal law reform brings terrorism offences into a
general crime law for the first time, drops the crime of
sedition, and makes mob lynching punishable by death.
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* The Kolattam dance is part of a religious offering,
women dancers pay homage to the temple Goddess in
many regions of Andhra Pradesh.

* The Kolattam dance is predominantly a dance of women,
without involving men.

* The highlight of this dance is using sticks to represent the
rhythm of the dance.

The Hindu: GS1- Art and Culture (Page 8)

Talent on display
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The Hindu : GS2-Art and Culture (Page 16)

Sahitya Akademi announces awards; Requiem in Raga Janki
best English work

THE HINDU BUREAU
NEW DELHI

The award, including a copper plague and X1 lakh prize maney, will be presented on March 12, 2024.

Tamil author Rajasekaran (Devibharathi), Telugu writer=r
Patanjali Sastry and Malayalam writer E.V. Ramakrishnan
are among those named for the Sahitya Akademi awards
for 2023.

* Nine books of poetry, six novels, five short story
collections, three essays and one literary study have
won the awards.

* Inthe English language category, Neelum Saran
Gour has been selected for her novel Requiem in
Raga Janki, and in Hindi, writer Sanjeev has been
named for his novel Mujhe Pahachaano.

Sahitya Akademi, India's National Academy of Letters, is
the central institution for literary dialogue, publication
and promotion in the country and the only institution
that undertakes literary activities in 24 Indian languages,
including English
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The Hindu : GS3-Economy (Page 17)

Disinfaion may pave way ot ntrest e cut RBI officl

Cenrl ik fficls e by Deputy GovemorNicha . Pt sy economic aty n o e

WMWmmmthmammmm CPinfition il eseto b nthe ft e
Quatrs of 202425 they

* Disinflation is a temporary slowing of the pace of price

N
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inflation.
e The term is used to describe occasions when the

inflation rate has reduced marginally over the short
term.
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Indian Express : Environment-GSli|
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GREENWASHING

Several airlines are under fire for false advertising,
and have been accused of ‘greenwashing’

EARLIER N Decemiber, the UK ad regula-
tor banned advertisements from Air
France, Lufthans=a, and Etihad for al-
legedly misleading consumers regarding
ihe ermaronmental imipact of air travel.
This isn't the first time that airlines
have come under fire for false advertis-
ing about their sustainability efforts and
been accused of "greenwashing”. On
Tuesday, a case filed against Dutch air-
lines KLB for alleged greemwashing
through one of their advertising cam-
paigns went to trial in Amsterdam.

What is greemwashing?

Greemaashing is when firms or gow-
ermmers give 3 false impression that their
products or activitses are climate-friendly
ar helpin reducing emissons. |t may also
ooourwhen a compamy highlights sustain-
able aspects of a product to overshadoes
itz emvironmentally damaging activities.

Greenwashing can involve enwvinon-
mental imagery, misleading labels, or
hiding all the facts.

What were the ads?
In K1LM's case, the comparny ran anad-

wertising campaizn telling its customers o
Ay Responsably”™ Environmentalisis sued
K1LB for false advertising, arguing there is
noersaromentally friemndly way tofhy.

In Juby, Britain’s Adverising Standards
Aurthority [ ASA) dentified three Google ads
that suzrsested the Sight= operated by Air
France, Lurfthansa, amd Etihad were sustain-
able. The Air France ad claimed the airdine
wias “oommatied b protecting theemaron-
ment” and urged holidaymakers o travel
better and sustamnably™. The Lufihansa ad
suggested its oustomers waould “fly mone
sustainabby™ and the Etihad one offered fy-
ers “total peace of mind”, mentioning their
environmental advocaoy. The ASA found
thatmone of the ads corroborated their en-
wirnnmental claims

How polluting are airlines?

Currenthy, the aviation industry is re-
sponsible for approximatehy 2.5% of all
hurnan-prodoced CO2 emissions, ac-
cording to the UN Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change's 2022 esti-
maies. This may seem like a modest con-
tributicn, but it is set bo grow wery fast.

ALINDCHAUHAN

' What is Greenwashing?
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Greenwashing is when firms or governments give a false
impression that all of their products or activities are
climate-friendly or help in reducing emissions.
Moreover, greenwashing may also occur when a
company highlights sustainable aspects of a product to
overshadow its environmentally damaging activities.
The term was coined by environmentalist Jay Westerveld
in 1986.
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Indian Express : Art and Culture-GSI

EXPERT
EXPLANS g

Kistong KUNAL

HARChINish Kumarrcenty omunced
s 72-crredevelopment plan fr Coddess
Sit's birhplce o Puncura Dham in
Sitamarh, His prty,J{ ), slommed the
Centefor ‘concentrating oo muchon the
Ayodhye emple cnd Lord Ramg, and doing
litforSia’

ishore Kimal fomer P offcerand for-
mer chaiman ofthe Biar o Boardof
Reigious Trust, b on whse report he
Puncua Do s inlue nheCentes
Ramayana Ciruit, quote the Valmiki
Ramayan ond other sourees o trace R
nd i Bihr ks

Whatarethe mentionsofpresent day
Hibar inthe Ramayana?
Asarsearcherandschola [willrstgo

Dy thesourc ook, the ValmikiRameyang,
onhichare ased manysubsequent ver-
sionsoftheRaneyong incudingTulsidas's
Remchariemanes,

The Volmiki Ramayana s used four
hord o efro Sita and he ithplace =
Vaidehi, anaki, Sita and Mihilapur,
Mihipursanobrous efrence oMt
region, whileVadehiand anadaenames
derved fromher faher King ansk ol
alled \ideh, Sita hesel namtes the story
oferbith - shewes oundina fiedbeng

ploughed by anak - to Anusuya wife of

iAot Ciakout.

Fam and Lasman ae also belevedto
aveviked seeral esinBihar when -
ling with MaharishiVishwamitraAs per
Valmik' account afte leaving Ayodhya,
Chitabootwasthei st top. i second
stopwasnear theconfuencea Gangaand
Sy inthepresentay Saran st The
thind lace they went towas Siddhashram
nearthe Ganga npresentday B,

Theyletertravelledby bullock cat o the
confluenceof Ganga and Sone near Patali
Patn) The Sone-Gangaconflence course
asshifd awayrom Patnaertheyars.

The Punaura Dham temple. s

FamLaonanand Vishwamitracossthe
(ianga and were welcomed by Vaishali'
King Sumat The teeelaterwalled down
tohalasashram, nowknownas biroun
inihlpuripesent Darbhanga)
il alo feauresduring the wed-
ding of Ram and Sia before which Ram
snaps Shiva' dhanush bow) Thereisa
mentionofRan's rasweddingprces-
sion)reachingMiclapur From Ayodhyain
four days and returing n thee days

Jankapur

PUNALRA
DHAM

Madhubani

Madfapr — ginae

Fatna INDIA

ValmikimentionsRamvisting Michlapun
onlyonce,whereas some subsequent ver-
sionsof th epiccaimbe went threafer
being crowned kingtoo.

Whatisthegeographicalextentof
Nithila?

Inehe Vi o, il desribed
s lacetothe northof Gangaandsuthof
Himalyas Abul el inAin-&-lhoriceay
mentions Mithil asone of the parganas

(administatve dnisions),earmarking it
locaion and spread, which incuded the
present-day Darbhanga, Madhubani,
Sitamarhi, Muzafapur Sabarsa Madhe-
pura, ol and some oher aoinga-
a5 i and Nepel,

Whichisthebirthplceofia the
Janakitemple r the Punaura Dham?

Uil ecendly it vas believed tht te
nakithanin Stamar, whichhesa pond
and otherreligous tructure, was the
hirthplceofSita Butureseach forclose
1o 10years showed that the anakitemple
Was Dl by a sage around 200 years g,
alterbe laimed tohaveseentheplcein
iscreamas Sitas ithplace.

Our research, based on Volmiki
Ramayona and some travellers'account,
ruled i avourof Pundure Dham, which
s s  100-year0ld emple dong with
Sitakund,Sta VatkaandLuv Kush Votka

When th Cente sought  reportfom
the Bhar gvermmenton S’ hirthplce
forthe Ramayan Ciruit, | with the sup-
portof other researcher,submitted the
nameof unaura Dham, This s been -

vt deyeop St irtpace: isoryand ol of Mitlarego

cepted by both th stae and central gox-
emmentsnow, The tate' deisonto de-
velop Punaura Dham came ool afe con-
lushvereseach

Statistcan and historian Sir Willam
Wilson Hunter (1877),in A Staistcal
Account of Bengal,Volume 13, says that
“Paniura Punaura e miles soufvest
0fStamerhi lsoputsina limtothe o-
nourofbeing Stas ithplace”

Whatare the Bihar goverment's plans
for Punaura?

ThePunaura Deselopment planncudes
rencvationofthetempl preparingarookd
prodalshingpoth pathforcircumambuk
tonjaroundit anddeveoping theluvKush
Vsl St Vot and S K Amedita-
tom mandap willlso come up, anda 30
filmscreenedtoshony St fejoumey.

Besidetheahavi Temple st il
constructaSitatempl nsidetheSiabund
onabudgetofRs 100 core,

LONGER VERSION
INDIANEXPRESS,COMEXPLAINED
KishoreKunal spoketo Sntesh Sigh

Punaura Dham:
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Maa Janaki Janmabhoomi Temple is also known as
Punaura Dham in Punaura village of Sitamarhi
district of Bihar.

It is believed that Mata Sita was born at this place.
There is a story related to this that once there was a
severe famine in Mithila and the priest there
advised King Janak to plow the field. When King
Janak was ploughing, an earthen pot came out of
the ground, in which Mother Sita was in an infant
state.
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Indian Express : Places in news-GSI

Glohal crude otl, fuel flows via Suez Canal
plunge amid Houthi threat; supplies to
[ndia largely unattected

(1 shiprments o India have not been impacted o far. This is because & bulk of the country's West Asian
crude ol imports do not take that route, and tankers carrying Russian oil do ot apper to be under
thregt from the rebels.

N
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 The Suez Canal ( In Arabic: Qanat as-Suways ), is an
artificial sea-level waterway running north to south
across the Isthmus of Suez in Egypt to connect the
Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea.

* The canal separates the African continent from Asia, and
it provides the shortest maritime route between Europe
and the lands lying around the Indian and western Pacific
oceans.

* Itis one of the world's most heavily used shipping lanes.
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PIB: Health-GSII

Ministry of Chemicals and Fertiizers

7 VL@

"W oy INDA
5

Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushachi Parlyojana achieved thelr target of Rs. 1000
Crore In sales in FY 2023-24

Approximately Rs. 25000 Crore have been saved through this Pariyojana n [ast 9 years

Posted On: 20 DEC 2025 &:00PM by PIB Dehi

-
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Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi Pariyojana
(PMBJP)" is a campaign launched by the Department of
Pharmaceuticals in association with Central Pharma
Public Sector Undertakings, to provide quality medicines
at affordable prices to the masses through dedicated
outlets called 'Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya Janaushadhi
Kendra'.

These provide generic medicines at much lesser price.
The potency of these medicines are same as compared
to expensive branded medicines available in the open
market.
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PIB: Economy-GSlI|

Ministry of bicro,Small & edium Enferrises

il VL@
Shri Narayan Rane aunches three sub-schemes under the RAMP programme-
MSME Green Investment and Financing for Transformation Scheme (MSE GIFT
Scheme), MSE Scheme for Promotion and Investment in Circular Economy (MSE

SPICE Scheme) MSE Scheme on Online Dispute Resolution for Delayed

Payments

ZED Scheme made completely free for women led MSMES

Posted On: 20 DEC 2023 5:50PM by PIB Dehi
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Union Minister for MSME launched three sub-scheme
under the aegis of the RAMP programme.

* These are MSME Green Investment and Financing
for Transformation Scheme (MSE GIFT Scheme),
MSE Scheme for Promotion and Investment in
Circular Economy (MSE SPICE Scheme) MSE Scheme
on Online Dispute Resolution for Delayed Payments.

AMP Scheme

Launched on 30th June 2022 by the Hon'ble Prime
Minister of India, "Raising and Accelerating MSME
Productivity (RAMP)" is a Central Sector Scheme by the
Ministry of Micro, Small & Medium Enterprises.

The scheme aims to scale up the implementation
capacity and coverage of MSMEs in the States, with
impact enhancement of existing MSME schemes.



