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.ok Sabha passes Bills
for women’s quota
in J&K, Puducherry

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Lok Sabha on Tuesday
passed two Bills to extend
the provisions of the Con
sritution (106th Amend
ment) Act, which grants
33% reservation to women
in the Lok Sabha and State
Assemblies, to the Union
Territories of Puducherry
and Jammu and Kashmir,
The debate in the House
was, however, dominated
by Supreme Court’s verdict
on Monday on Article 370.

Minister of State for
Home Nitvanand Rai intro
duced the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation
(Second Amendment) Bill
and the Government of Un
ion Territories (Amend
ment) Bill in the Lok
Sabha.

Nityanand Rai

Parliament by amending
the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act, 2019,
said rthe Bill. The provi-
sions for providing reserva
tion for women in the Pu-
ducherry Assembly also
need to be made by Parlia-
ment, the statement read.

National Conference's
Hasnain Masoodi pointed
out that while there was
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The Lok Sabha passed two Bills to extend the provi I_ZIEE

of the Constitution (106th Amendment) Act to the Union
Territories of Puducherry and Jammu and Kashmir.

It grants 33% reservation to women in the Lok Sabha and
State Assemblies.

Do you know ?

The Constitution (One Hundred and Sixth Amendment)
Act, 2023, seeks to reserve 33 per cent of the seats for
women in the Lok Sabha, the State legislative assemblies
and the Delhi legislative assembly, through the
amendment of Article 239AA of the Constitution and the
insertion of two new articles — Article 330A and Article
332A.

The reservation would also apply to seats for SC/ST in
Lok Sabha, the state legislative assemblies and the Delhi
legislative assembly
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I+ Anarcho-capitalism refers to a political philosophy
The Hindu: GS2-Governance / GS3-Economy (Page 13) ! calls for the abolition of the state and for the provision of
law and order to be controlled by private companies in a
. free market.
I+ Anarcho-capitalists believe that private companies
competing in a free market can provide policing and legal
; services as well, often far better than the state when it
| comes to quality and price.
I« The term was coined by American libertarian economist
Murray Rothbard

Understanding the debates around |
anarcho-capitalism
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Rajya Sabha passes Bill for
appointment of CEC, ECs

Appointments so far had not been guided by any laws, and the Bill makes the process transparent,
says Law Minister; Opposition questions government’s intent, says the Bill violates the Constitution

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Rajya Sabha on
I Tuesday passed the
Chief Llection

Commissioner and Other
Election Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions
of Service and Term of OF
fice) Bill, which will guide
the appointment of the
Chief Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) and the Elec
tion Commissioners (ECs)
in future,

Denying the Opposi-
tion’s charges that the Su-
preme Court was being
kept away from the pro-
cess of selecting the CEC
and the ECs, Union Law

Major decision: |t comp

the authority of the Executive, says Randeep Singh Surjewala. p11

the commissioners had so
far been decided by the go-

letely negates the Election Commission to

The Opposition
wanted to send the

jected by the House,

The Opposition ques-
tioned the intention of the
Centre. Congress general
secretary Randeep Singh
Surjewala, who initiated
the debate, said the Bill
violated the Constitution.

‘Subjugating EC’
“It completely negates and
subjugates the Election
Commission to the author-
ity of the Executive and it
does away willingly, mali-
ciously the judgment of the
Supreme Court, and that is
why this law is per se like a
stillborn child,” he said.
“An independent ap-
pointment mechanism
woutld guarantee eschew-

The Rajya Sabha passed the Chief Election Commiss

and other Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Bill, 2023.

The Bill replaces the Election Commission
(Conditions of Service of Election Commissioners
and Transaction of Business) Act, 1991.

It provides for the appointment, salary, and
removal of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)
and Election Commissioners (ECs).

According to the provisions of the Bill, the CEC and
ECs will be appointed by the President upon the
recommendation of a Selection Committee.

The Selection Committee will consist of the Prime
Minister, a Union Cabinet Minister, and Leader of
Opposition or leader of the largest opposition party
in Lok Sabha.
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4% Indians could not atford healthy diet in 2021 report

AN Jiges
NEW DELHI

More than 74% of Indians
could not aford a healthy
dietin 2021, the Food and
Agriculture Organization
0f the United Ntions said
ina report on Tuesday.

[n 2020, the percentage
Was 76.2,

In Pakistan, the figure
was 82.2% and in Bangla
desh, 66.1% of the popula-
tion faced difficultes in
finding healthy food.

Rising food costs, if not
matched by rising income,
would lead to more people
being unable to afford &
healthy dit, the report,
“Regional Overview  of
Food Security and Nutri
fion 2023 Statistics and
Trends", said.

The FAO report is

glimpse of the progressin 8

meeting Sustainable Deve-
lopment Goals and World
Health  Assembly (WHA)
global nutriton targets. It

said that during the pan- ¥

demic and the “5Fs” crisls

-food, feed, fuel, fertlizer,

and finance - the Asia Pac-
ific region witnessed har
rowing statistis.

“Even to date, the re
gion is till suffering from
some protracted effects
The latest statistics ind-
cate that the region, with
3707 million undernour-
ished people, continues to
tepresent halfof the global
total. Similarly, the Asia
and the Pacific region ac-
counts for hall o the
world's severe food inse:

(uring the pandeic.FLE pHoTO

45 dnaemia among women
of reproductive age, are
stll of the marks in terms
of World Health Assembly
global nutrion targets,”
the reportsaid.

16% undernourished

Asia where the lowest pre
valence of severe food in-
security was - observed.

N Compared with the world,

Southern Asia had higher

~ percentages for both mod:

The reports sid the Asia Pacfic region witnessed harrowing il

being to include economic
and social costs” it said.
The region, accordingto
the report, had a lower
prevalence of both moder-
ale or severe and severe
food insecurity when com:
pared with the world pre:

rate o severe and severe
food insecurity ~since
2015, the reportsaid.

[t said that 31.7% of chil
drenin India under the age
of five showed stunted
growth. “Stunted growth

- and development are the

tesult of poor maternal
health and nutriion, in-
adequate infant and young
child feeding practices,
and repeated infections in
teracting with a variety of
other factors over a sus-
tained period it said.

For wasting (low weight
for height), India recorded
the highest rate in the re-

global nutrition target, the
report noted, adding that
2.8% of children below five
Were overweight, another
health risk,

It said that 53% of wo-
men aged between [5to 49
in India had anaemia,
Which was the largest pre-
Valence rate in the region
in 2019, “It (naemia) im-
pairs health and well-being
in women and increases
the risk for adverse mater-
nal and neonatal out
comes,’ the  report
warned, It also said that
1,6% of adults in the coun-
{ry were obese.

On exclusive breastfeed:
ing among infants in the
age group of -5 months,
India had improved the
prevalence with a percen:
fage of 63.7%, which is

_ _ . M NEXT
The FAO report is a glimpse of the progress in meeting 1 [A|s

Sustainable Development Goals and World Health
Assembly (WHA) global nutrition targets.

It said that during the pandemic and the “5Fs” crisis —
food, feed, fuel, fertilizer, and finance — the Asia Pacific
region witnessed harrowing statistics.

The latest statistics indicate that the region, with 370.7
million undernourished people, continues to represent
half of the global total. Similarly, the Asia and the Pacific
region accounts for half of the world’s severe food
insecurity, with more women than men being food
insecure.

Southern Asia showed higher prevalence of severe food
insecurity compared with the other subregions, and it is
in Eastern Asia where the lowest prevalence of severe
food insecurity was observed.

More than 74% of Indians could not afford a healthy diet
in 2021,

31.7% of children in India under the age of five showed
stunted growth.

India had the highest prevalence of low birth weight in
the region (27.4%), followed by Bangladesh and Nepal.

-
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Going after touts: the change in Advocates Act

KHADIJAKHAN
MEW DELHI, DECEMEER 12

(0N DECEMBER 4, the first dayof Parliament's
Winter Session, The Advocates
(Amendment) Ball, 2023, was passed in Lok
Sabha. The Bill, which was introduced in
Rajya Sabha and passed on August 1 during
thie Monsoon Session, received Presidential
asent on December 8.

Aimed at weeding out ‘touts' from the le-
gal system, the Act repeals the Legal
Practitioners Act, 1879, and amends the
Advocates Act, 1961, to reduce “the number
of superfluous enactments in the statute
book” and repeal all “obsolete laws".

Replying toaquestion onthe Bill Minister
for Law and justice Arjun Ram Meghwal said
the Legal Practitioners Actwas a colonial-era
Actwithout amy utility, adding that 1486 such
Lawes have been done away with since 2014

Whatdid the now-repealed 1870 Act say?

The Legal Practitioners Act came into
forcein 1880"to consolidate and amend the
Law relating to Legal Practitioners in certain
provinges” Section 2 of the Act defined the
term *legal practitioner” to include advo-
cates, vakik, or attormeys of any High Court.
It also introduced a new definition of the
ferm “tout”,

A *tout” was defined as a person “who
procures, inconsideration of any remunerz-
tion from any legal practitioner, the employ-
mient of a legal practitioner in amy legal busi-
ness; or one who proposes to any legal
practifioner or anyone interested in any le-
gal business to procure, for remuneration,
the employment of the legal practitioner in
such business”,

The definition alsa included people who
frequented civil or criminal courts, revenue
offices, railwaystations, etc. for such procure-
ment purposes. Simply put, a tout is a per-
son who procures clients for a legal practi-
tianer in exchange for payment.

Congress MP Karti Chidambaram wel-

comed the new Bill, saying, “Because of the
asymmetryin oursocietyin terms of educa-
tion, access to peaple in authority and
wealth, sometimes people donot know how
o navigate the legal system. .. Thisiswhatis
being exploited and some people step in as
outs. Touts thrive because of the complexity
in dealing with our legal system.*

And what is The Advocates Act of 19617

After Independence, a need was felt to
bring changes inIndia's judicial administra-
tion. Inits 249¢h Report titled Obsolete Lows:
Warranting [mmediate Repeal, the Law
Commission recommended the repealing of
the 1679 Act.

The Advocates Act of 1961 was then
passed to create a single Act to regulate the
legal profession. It also provided for the con-
stitution of Bar Councils and an All-India Bar.
It repealed the bulk of the 1879 Act, but left
behind provisions relating boits extent, def-
initions, and powers to frame and publish
listsof touts.

‘What does The Advocates (Amendment)
Act, 2023, 5ay?

The 2023 Act amends the 1961 Act by in-
serting a new provision after Section 45,
which prescribes six months' imprisonment
fior persons illegally practising in courts and
before other authorities.

The niesw provision, Section 454, enables
every High Court and district judge to frame
and publish lists of outs. However, no per-
son's name will be included in any such list
until they have had an opportunity to show
cause against such inclusion.

|F proven to be a tout, the person’s name
will beincluded in the list of touts that will be
publishid by the authority, and displayed in
every court. The court or judge may exclude
any person whose name is included in any
such izt from the court's vicinity.

Additionally, this provision punishas any-
ong acting as a tout “while his name is in-
cluded in any such list” with imprisonment
up b three manths, a fine that may extend o
five hundred rupees or bath,

NEXT
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, the Parliament passed the Advocates (Amendment)
2023.

The Bill amends the Advocates Act, 1961.

The legislation repeals certain sections related to touts
under the Legal Practitioners Act, 1879.

It provides that every High Court, district judge, sessions
judge, district magistrate, and revenue officer not below
the rank of a district collector, can frame and publish lists
of touts.

* Tout refers to a person who either proposes to
procure or procures the employment of a legal
practitioner in a legal business in return for any
payment.
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THE GOLDFISH: ACUTEPET INABOWL,
GIANT THREAT WHEN FREE IN A LAKE

IMSIDE A fashboned, goldfish — a speciesof
carp native to East Asia, bred for aesthetic
delight and traditsonally believed to bring
good fortune — 5 handly more than home
décor. Ulsually just a few inches long it is
amuong the easiest of pets to keep.

But released into the wild, the seem-
inghy humbile fish, can grow to monstrous
proportions. They can even kil off natne
marine wildlifie and contribute o the de-
struction of fragile and economically
valuahle ecosystems.

“They can eat anything and every-
thing." said Christine Boston, an aquatic
research biologist with Fisheries and
Oceans Canada.

Owver the past several years, Boston
and her colleagues have been tradking in-
vasive goldfish in Hamilton Harbour,
which is on the western tip of Lake
Omntario, about 56 km southwest of
Toromto. The bay has been decimated by
industrial and uwrban developrment as well
as by invasive species — making itamong
the most emvironmentally degraded ar-
eas of the Great Lakes.

Their study, published last month in
the Jowsmal of Great Lakes Reseanch, could
help pinpoint goldfish populations for
culling, said Boston, who is the lead au-
thor. “We found out where they are be-
fore they start spanwning.” she sasd.

The fast-growing female goldfish,
Boston noted, can also reproduce several
times in one season “They have the ne-
sources.” she added, and they can take
advantage of them”.

Goldfish can tolerate a wide range of

water temperatures, reach sexual mats-
ration guickly, and can eat almost amy-
thing induding algae, aquatic plants, eggs
and invertebrates, Boston said.

Their football-shaped bodies can
swiell to a size that makes them too large
a meal for predators — up to about 16
inches long.

The feral goldfish are also destructive.
They help spawn harmful algal Booms
by consuming the algae and exgpelling ms-
trients that promote its growth, Boston
said, creating conditions that are intoler-
able to native fish

Michodas Mandrak, a professor of bi-
ological sciences at the University of
Toronto Scarborough, said that while
goldfish were introduced to Morth
America in the late 1800s, the wild pop-
ulation had begun to *dramatically in-
crease” in the past two decades. Their
spawning explosion, he said, resulved
partly from people in densely-populated
areas releasing pets in urban ponds.

Climate change may play a rode, be-
cause of the goldfish's capacity to adapt to
warming and poorhy oxygenated waters,
he added.

“There are liberally millions of gold-
fishin the Great Lakes, if not tens of mil-
lions,” Mandrak sasd.

The problem is not unigue to Canada.
In Aurstralia, a handful of unwanted pet
goldfish and their offspring took over a
river in the country's southwest. Feral
goldfish have Aooded waterways in the
United Kingdom, and in Burnswille,
Minnesota. THE HEW Y ORHK TIMES

NEXT
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The gold fish (Carassius auratus) is considered to be t
most popular and attractive pet fish among all
ornamental fishes, due to its many variations such as
colour, fin shape, size and body structure
Native to Asia; now present world-wide.

e Subtropical, freshwater fish, but prefers cooler

waters.

The goldfish is the most common aquarium fish and one
of the oldest and best-known fish in the industry.
Carassius auratus is listed as Least Concern(IUCN Red
list)
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Over 1,000 ‘opaque fleet’ tankers
involved in Russian oil trade

SUKALPSHARMA
MEWDELHL DECEMEBLR 12

MEARLY 1,100 tankers operated
in Bussia’s crude oil and petro-
leum products trade since price
caps were imposed by the Group
of Seven (G7) countries and their
allses on Moscow's oil and petro-
leum products from December
5, 2022 and Februany 5, 2023, re-
spectively, as per an analysis of
ship tracking data till Movember
15 by energy cargo tracker
Vortesa

Given India’s nevifound sta-
tus as the largest destination of
Russian crude following
Blosconw's Februarny 2022 inva-
sion of Ukraine, a sizable num-
ber of these tankers would have
been mvolved in transporting odl
from Russia to Indian refiners.
India now accounts for nearly
halfof Russia‘s crude oil exports,
Similarty, Russia is now India's
largest source of crude as
Moscow accounted for aver 35
per cent of Mew Delhi's oil im-
ports so farin 2023, “Tankers [ o-
talling 1,089 in the Russian trade

What are
‘opaque
& fleet'?

THEOPACQLE tanker fleet
refers tovessels invobwed
in Buesian, Iramian, and
‘enezuelan orude oil and
petroleum products trade.
The oil and gas industries
of these counitries have
been under sanctions
from intemational pow-

ers, particularhy the LS.

EXPLAINED

account for 75 per cent of the
opaque fleet; this includes
tankers which have operated in
mare than ome market. Tankers
exclusively in the Russian trade
[not in Iran and Venezuela) ac-
count for 66 per cent of the
opagque fleet” Viortexa said ina
recent repart, adding that ower-
all, 1,649 unique tankers oper-
ated in the opague oil and petro-
leum products market since
Jamuary H0E1L

The opague tanker fleet

refers to vessels imvolved in
Russian, Iranian, and Venezuelan
crude oil and petroleum prod-
ucts trade. With Western fleet
operatars loath toget invohed in
the oil trade of these countries
due to sanctions of vanying de-
grees, operabors from countries
like Creece, Russia, and China,
and tax havens like Marshall
Islands, Liberia, and Fanama
have emerged as the major play-
ers. The il and gas industries of
Russia, Iran, and Venezuela have
been under sanctions or restric-
tions from intermational powers,
particularly the United States
(U%). Recently, the US eased
sanctions on Venezuela's oil sec-
tor, authorising ol exports with-
out limitation for six months.

A large number of opaque
fleet tankers have complex and
obsoure cwnership structures
and are registered in geogra-
phies with lax regulatory over-
sight. Often, such wessels, which
are usually guite old, operate
with substandard insurance and
certifications.

FULL REPORT OM

The opaque tanker fleet refers to vessels involved in
Russian, Iranian, and Venezuelan crude oil and
petroleum products trade.

NEXT
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' About IEPFA ncE
PIB: Economy-GSllI| '«  The Investor Education and Protection Fund Authority
: (IEPFA) was set up on September 7, 2016, under the
, aegis of the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government of
«  India, for administering the Investor Education and
' Protection Fund for making refunds of shares, unclaimed
: dividends, and matured deposits/debentures, among
. other things, to investors.
' About NCAER
'« NCAER is India’s oldest and largest independent
: economic think tank, set up in 1956 to inform policy
. choices for both the public and private sectors.
I
I
I
I
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[EPFA and NCAER joinfly organise workshop on ‘vestor Educaton and
Protecton Polcy I ndia: Claiming the Unclaimedin New Delh

e Itis one of a few independent think tanks world-wide
that combines rigorous economic analysis and policy
outreach with deep data collection capabilities,

Posed O 2.0EC 2003 847PM by IR Dehi particularly for large-scale household surveys.
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DRI rescues 436 baby Indian Tent Turles in Lucknow

Posted On: 12 DEC 2023 &:20PM by PIB Deln

NEXT
1 AS]

The species is native to India, Nepal and Bangladesh
The Indian Tent Turtle is protected species under
Schedule 1 of Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972.

The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species : listed as Least
Concern.
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Atal Pension Yojana (APY) enrolments crosse the 6 crore mark

Posted On: 12 DEC 2023 8:19PM by PIB Delhi

-
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The APY, a flagship social security scheme of the
Government of India, was launched on 9th May 2015 by
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to provide old age
income security to Indian citizens, with a particular focus
on the poor, underprivileged, and workers in the
unorganized sectors.

APY is administered by Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA.

APY is open to all bank account holders in the age group
of 18 to 40 years who are not income taxpayers.
Subscribers would receive the guaranteed minimum
monthly pension of Rs. 1000 or Rs. 2000 or Rs. 3000 or
Rs. 4000 or Rs. 5000 after the age of 60 years, based on
the contributions made by the subscriber after joining
the scheme.
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Centre approves financial assistance of over
338 crore rupees to Gujarat and 634 crore
rupees for Himachal Pradesh from National
Disaster Response Fund

* The National Disaster Response Fund (NDRF), constitu

N
NEXT
11A/S

under Section 46 of the Disaster Management Act, 2005,
supplements SDRF of a State, in case of a disaster of
severe nature, provided adequate funds are not available
in SDRF.

* Disaster (s) covered under SDRF: Cyclone, drought,
earthquake, fire, flood, tsunami, hailstorm,
landslide, avalanche, cloudburst, pest attack, frost
and cold waves.



